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tribute them wholly to juvenile ins 
experience ; far ſurely not any of my 
fair readers will imagine, that a per- 


fon at the age of ſeventeen can be 


capable of conducting her firſt Ediy 
in the ſame correct ſtile with thoſe 
who have ſtudied for ſeveral years. In 


this conſideration,” my reliance de- 


pends entirely on your amiable diſ- 
poſitions, which will not, I am Cer- 
tain, ſuffer vou to erutinize every 


imperfection with a ſeyerity. known. | 


only to eriticiſm. F lattered there- 
; fore We. a. idea. that eſe. ane 
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my moſt ſanguine expectations can 

deſire, I beg tb ſubſcribe myſelf, . 
LADIES, 

With the utmoſt reſpect, 


Your much obliged 


And devoted bumble ſervant, 
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ELL: KI dear; are 8 got in a 
1 at not hearing from me be- 
ore ? But you know I love to torment you, 
and that was my ſole motive for not writ- 
ing to you while on mY journey. But to 
tell you the truth, I found ĩt impoſſible to 
| 11750 you. a ſingle line, as I was hurried 
to ſuch a Fi a that I could ſcarce get 


A 


8 meals before the chaiſe was ready to 
"OM me. 1 arrived | in town this mor- 
Vor. I. . ing; 


= -+-2--J-+ 
ning; now will you cry, Pray be particu- 
lar, Caroline ; you know I am very inqui- 
fitive. Well, Louiſa, I will ſatisfy your cu- 
: rioſity for once, and keep you no longer 
in ſuſpenſe: Know then, at my arrival, I 
found 3 Robinſon, my aunt, (who I 
told you was ſo ſtrenuous for my appear- 
| ance in town) waiting to conduct me to my 
couſin Harriot's. Accordingly I was help- 
ed out of the chaiſe, and hurried into her 
carriage, before I had time to inquire for 
my father, who her Ladyſhip told me was 
gone to walk, not expeting me till the 
afrernoon, The carriage ſtopped, — was 
introduced to Miſs but ſuch a compound 
of affectatiòn and impertinence: O, Louiſa, 
if theſe are court airs, I ſhall intreat my 
father to let me return to our ſolitary 
walks and peaceful groves once more, 
where reigns nothing but native eaſe, and 
undiſguiſed ſimplicity. I know you win 
for a deſcription of her perſo ou 'ſhall 
have it. — She is tall, and very genteel, has 
an oval ſace, auburn hair, blue eyes, a 
beautiful noſe, ſmall mouth, and a fine ſet 
of teeth : She is what the world in general 
calls a pretty genteel girl; and was it not 
for an affected habit ſhe has acquired; I 
ſhould like her very much. I will now give 
you a ſpecimen of her converſation. After 
. her * into an wget” dif- 
| rent 


1 


r 


4 U 


teren attitudes, Miſs began, Vour lady: 

, Mhip has never had the pleaſure of being in 
town before? What a ridiculous abſurd 
queſtion, thought II However, recolle&- 


ing myſelt, I replied, No, Miſs ; and it was 
entirely on your mother's account I came 
now. I am aſtoniſhed,” returned Miſs, _ 


* your Ladyſhip had the fortitude to bear 


with the country, when all the people of 
"ih faſhion | had- ons uitted it for town amulſe- 
ments.“ d 


her I was very well con- 
tented mich my ſituation. For my part,” 


ſaid Mis, «] ſhould ſwoon at the idea of 


ſtaying in the country a whole winter; 
but it is not every one that has ſuch a de- 


licate conſtitution as myſelf, But,“ ſhe 


continued, *I preſume your ladyſhip has 
accompanied the Earl your father to Bath. 


out of Norfolk, 


Upon my aſſurin 55 her I had never been 
e gave ſuch a ſcream, 

that I thought 2-dragon was burſting into 

the room to devour us; and I was actually 


making up to the door, when her lady- 


mip, — had juſt before left us, ruſhed 


into the room with ſuch a train of ſervants 


at her heels, both men and women, that I 


s 3 politve Gay extraordinary had 


vr My. lady ran to her daughter, 
r. ac "My dear child, compoſe 
-yGurſcl, bay e ruffled your ſpirits?” 
ENG time 1 —_— a ſtate of ſtupefac- 
Fo CF 


1 Hon with the fight; GY Miſs was a li- 
tile recovered, we could hear her pronounce, 
though in a voice ſcarcely articulate, Oh! 
my dear mamma, Lady Caroline was tell- 
ing me; ſhe has never, been farther than 
that odious country where ſhe was brought 
up, when an involuntary ſcream eſcaped | 
me at the idea the people of faſhion will 
entertain of her being a perfect Hottentot 
Qt the age of eighteen here was a check 

| 0 your friend's vanity, who had' flattered 
herſelf with the approbation of every one 
that ſhe had the honour to converſe with). 

0 © BY LOT dear, ſaid my Lady ſatirically, 

| people think. your Sonar a ſenſible 
I young lady, for which reaſon ſhe. certainly 
knows how- to conduct , herſelf when in 
company, though I blame the Earl my 
brother very much for keeping her immu- 

| red ſo long in the country but however, 
my dear, we afuſt take her to the opera 

this evening. I excuſed. myſelf, by pre- 
tending to. be very much fatigued, and 
begged ghe uſe of her Ladyſhip's carriage 

685 go home in, Which ſhe very readily af- 

ſented to, glad, to get rid of ſuch an illi- 
. terate being as they, I.dare day, thought 

me. Juſt as I was ſtepping into the car- 

rage, Miſs ran, at pow hobbled after me, 
and inſiſted pon m 9 tomorrow 

— Al 2 9387) * L.2EW 2 - evening 


- 
"33:4 


671 


- evening; as there was a large party invited, 
and I muſt be brought into company, pre- 


'vious to my introduction at court. Well, 
to get rid of her importunities, I promiſed _ 


to attend them; the carriage drove off, and 


heartily glad I was when I found myſelf at 
our own door, where my father waited to 


receive me. But how different, my dear 
Louiſa, was the reception I met with-from 


my father! how tenderly did he embrace 


his dear Caroline, and hoped the journey 
had not fatigued me too much. I affured 


him my couſin's behaviour had fatigued 


me more than it was in the power of an 


hundred journies to do. Did you ever ce. - 


fych another girl in your life? aſk'd my 
father. No indeed, my Lord, neither do 


J wiſh it. I then acquainted him with her 
abrupt behaviour: O, ſhe calls that the 


, -quinteſſence of politeneſs. returned my fa- 


nm But come, my dear, let me lead yow 2 


to your brother, who is very much im- 
er ſince his return from his travels. 
ſaying, he conducted me into the draw- 


ing · dom. When the uſual ſalutations had 
aſſed between a brother and ſiſter, who 
geh ſeen each other for ſome years, we „ 


ee to dreſs; and well knowing your 
ations to be upon the wing, I re 
EIT Windy” > 


— 


| . 
Which J ſhall fend away this inſtant. Pray 
give my reſpects. to your mother, and be- 
lieve me to be 


* $ = * 17 


2. e ont, Nn affectionately, | 


|  _ -- »  CaroLing Rivigns, 5 
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LETTER THE SECOND. 


| : 


0 In continuation. } 


I am I, juſt returned FT mak-- 
undred conqueſts ! It is now five 
. x, pg and 1 have not been in bed yet; 
due of done] tall dirt of the kind 
ood nagured fellows * now under 
biection, that was I to 
—— be impoſſible to my eyes, for 
the thoughts of having a regiment of beaus, 
dying at my feet. in leſs, than three months, 
time ; but 1 know you will be impaticar- 


for a full, true, and particular account of 
behaviour: I ſhall now 


/ my reception and 
proceed to give it, you in form. About 
eight o'clock I was dreſt, and went down 
ſtairs, where my brother was waiting, for 
he was to be one of our party; he handed 


mne into the carriage, which was a new. one. 

mp father has preſented me with. Upon 

my 3 into Ba e. om. & fe. 
ne 


de bed, it 


- ES 

neral whiſper went round, of what a beau- 
tiful girl ſhe is; the idea of theſe words 
made the lillies vaniſh; and the roſes take 
place. Lady Robinſon introduced me to 
the company, by the title of Lady Caroline 
Rivers, daughter of the Earl of Hockin- 
ſtone, When this ceremony was finiſhed,. 
we were all ſeated. The Honourable Miſs 
Seymour was .preſent, and enquired very 
kindly after your health, and begg'd 
wauld ſend you her reſpectful compliments. 
A gentleman who ſat next me was very 
profuſe, and indeed troubleſome, in com- 
plimenting me, as being the handſomeſt 


 wornan' in the room; but however I filen- 


ced him at laſt, by declaring I would change 
my ſeat; if he did not change his diſcourſe. 
At eleven o'clock dancing was propoſed ; 
my brother walk'd a minuet with me (by 
the defire of the ladies, though much a- 
. gainft the inclination of the gentlemen, who 
; proteſted a brother and ſifter muſt not dance 
together), when the general whiſper went 
round a ſecond time, of « Good heavens, 
how graceful ſhe dances'! what an elegant 
fhape and air!“ „ Well,” ſays another, 
if handſome children will make a man 
happy, the Earl of Hockinſtone is bleſt.“ 
By this time we had juſt finiſhed the mi- 
nuct, when, to my inexpreſſible confuſion, 
an elderly gentleman pronounced aloud, I 
n FI 'Y would ny 


— 


THU 
would give half the fortune I am poſſeffed 
of, which by the bye is not inconſiderable, 
to have a daughter as beautiful as that 
young lady now dancing. This ſpeech 


2 — . me into ſueh contuſion, that, not. 


. whar I was about, I made a curt- 
28 far down. All the eyes of the 
5 pany were inſtantly fix d upon me: 
ickure to yourſelf, my dear, the ſituation 
your Caroline at that inſtant, when Sir 
N Join Cecil (a gentleman who had paid 
great attention to me) declared it was very 
: bfurd of any body who bore the appella- 
tion of a gentleman to put a: lady to the 
bluſh. The other was going to reply, ere 
Lady Robinſon, fearing à diſpute would: 
enſue, very prudently propoſed country 
dances. The company ſtood up, when 
three or four gentlemen ſurrounded my 
chair, to to requeſt the honor af leading me; 


5 i down a dance; but I begg d leave to de- 


celine their offers, telling them̃ at the ſame 


time I was ſurpriſed at the abrupt behavi- + | 


ur ey were guilty of towards the other 
ies; às it was impoſſible for me to dance 
with four gentlemen at once; but I did. 
not think I ſhould dance at all, —when' Sir 
Edward Clements very gallantly replied, 
'twas what he wiſhed, * he had a hun- 
dred thouſand things to ſay to me; upon 

as 1 got up, giving ny 1925 at the ſame 


EE 
time to a gentleman who ſtood next me, 
which happened to be Sir John Cecil, who 
thank d me in the politeſt terms for the 
honor I did him. We danced together 
the evening, more properly ſpeaking the 
morning, when J returned home to write 
your Ladyſhipan account of my behaviour, 


© - which I muſt confeſs appeared truly ridicu- 


lous, ſo muſt now prepare to receive Lady 
and Miſs Robinſon ; they intend taking me 
to the mercers, milliners, mantua-makers, 
Kc. &c. having fix d my introduction into 
the polite circle at St. James's for this 
day weck. Well, my dear, I have been 
to purchaſe the ſatin for my court ſuit, 
which I ſhall ſend you a deſcription of; 
it is a ene we embroider d with gold 
ſprigs, trim'd with crape, ſpotted wich gold, 
| — with. red and green foils; the 
body is a pink fatin, embroider'd the fame 
as the train. My father has . preſented me 
with my mother's diamonds, which I affure 
you are not few. Miſs Robinſon tells me 
J have enough to make up in the form 
of a cap; fo what with gold, - foils, and 
_ diamonds, I fhall make a brilliant appear» 
ance. But here's a letter; whete can this 
come from ? 1 have no correſpondence in 
town, and my woman tells me the fervant 
waits for an anſwer ! Ha, ha, ha, my dear, 


gm. * % 


mT 
it is a letter from Sir Edward Clements, 
filbd with hearts, darts, fire, and angels 
The man is certainly mad, Louiſa , how- | 
ever, I have returned him an anſwer which 
will, I am ſure, put a ſtop to any further 
trouble from him. I know you wiſh to- 
read it, therefore have incloſed the letter, 
with a copy of my anſwer, for. your pe- 
ruſal; ſend me word what you think of it, 
and a little advice at the fame time how-w 
to proceed, ſhould he venture to impor- 
tune me any further. E am going with a 
party to the play, fo ſhall: conclude this, 
epiſtle. at my return,— Oh, Louiſa, I am 
ruined, inevitably undane ; that odieus Sir 
Edward has had the audacity (after my re- 
fuſal of him) to wait upon my father, and 
beg his intereſt and interceſſion with me in 
favour of his addreſſes. The wretch brought 
the rent-roll of his eſtate with him, by which: 
my father finds he is poſſeſſed of twenty 
thouſand a year; and ſooner than: loſe ſuch. 
a prize, has offer'd to. take me without a: 
farthing of fortune. Ir is.a:generous offer, 
I muſt own ;, but he is. a man of ſuch an. 


umpetuous temper, that I could never be: 


happy with him; and what uſe would riches. 
be to one who could never enjoy them d. 
My father feems more inclined: to: encou-- 
5 BG f rage 
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rage his addreſſes than I could wiſh, Miſs 
Robinſon has juſt left me; I have com- 
municated the affair concerning Sir Edward 


do her, and ſhe adviſes me to beg my bro- 


ther to join with me in intreating my fa- 
ther not to force me to marry a man I 
ſhould deſpiſe, was I to have him. But 

to tell you the truth, though this advice of 
Miſs Robinſon's ſeems very good, I ſhall 
be loath to take it till you ſend your's, as 
ſhe ſeems to have a penchant for him her- 
ſelf; ſo upon the receipt of this, beg the 
advice of your mamma, how ſne would 
have me act in ſuch an intricate affair, and 
diſpatch a reply, as I have promiſed my 
father an anſwer in five days at fartheſt, 
and would not wiſh to be worſe than my 
word-; in the mean time believe me to be 


. 


Tour's affectionatel ,, 


CanolLixR RrvzRs. 


. 
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( (Indloſed in the preceding.) 
Six EDWARD CLEMENTS TO Lahr 
-CAROLINE RIVERS. 1nhazg 


MT Gear adorable Lady Caroline, was 


it -poſſible for you to experience half the 
ſenſations I felt upon your entrance into 
Lady Robinſon's drawing-room laſt night? 


fo much ſweetneſs and affability to unite 


in one perſon.” But, good: heavens! could 


I, or any other perſon, think it poſſible for 

ſo much beauty and ſeeming innocence 
(pardon me the expreſſion): to be blended * 
with ſuch haughty cruelty? I was upon the 
rack, if you even deign'd to ſpeak to ano- ' 
ther of my ſex; but hen you condeſcend- - 


ed to honor Sir John Cecil with your hand 


to dance, in preference to me, I was diſ- 


tracted beyond my reaſon. I could nei- 


ther ſpeak to nor lock at another woman 


while you were preſent; but you, cruel 
girl, not heeding the unhappy Clements, 


or perhaps thinking the conqueſt you had 


gained over my heart not ſufficient to flat- 
ter your vanity, was dancing with that care 


_ 


leſs air peculiar to yourſelf alone, in hopes, 1 


"28 


{ 


1 


vo doubt, to inſnare every beholder” s heart 


into the ſame trap in which mine has ſo 


| unwarily fallen. When 1 heard any one 


give you that praiſe you too juſtly merited,, 


it was like pic,.cing daggers to my heart: 


but how could I let my folly get that aſ- 

eendency over my reaſon, to imagine the 
angel who had ſet my heart on fire, could 
vanquiſh no one elſe; yes, your charms. 
were too fatally experienced by every gentle- 
man who had the misfortune to be preſent, 
and envied by every lady. For heaven's. 
fake, my dear charmer,. caſt but a ray of 
hope over the unfortunate Clements, and: 
in return he will worſhip, will adore the 


- ground you walk upon. If you will but 


permit me the honor of one half hour's. 
converſation, it will make me the happicſt 


of men: ſure you can't be fo cruel as to- 


deny me this ſmall requeſt,. therefore I ſhalk 


latter myſelf with theplcating hopes of ob- 


taining an interview this evening; it is 
fincere wiſh of, Madam, your Ladyſhip 8. 
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To SIR EDWARD CLEMENTS. 
1 | 
Su, | EPR 6 | 


IN anſwer to your letter, I muſt beg 
leave to acquaint you with my fix'd reſolu- 
tion on the occaſion, and at the ſame time 


beg Sir Edward will excuſe my refuſing to 


receive any more from him on that ſub- 
ject; it will be entirely uſeleſs on his fide, - 
as I am determined never to open his let- 
ters. If my advice could have any effe& 
upon him, I ſhould wiſh Sir Edward to find 
fome other lady to fix his affections on, 
and one who would be more ſenſible of the 
honor intended her, than is at preſent, Sir, 


1 CanoLinE Rrviss. 
P. F. 1 muſt defire that Sir Edward wilt 


not give himſelf the trouble to call, as Lady 
Caroline will be otherways engaged. 
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I Received the favour of your Lady- 
ſhip's letter; and as you have condeſcend- 
ed to aſłk my advice, will venture to ſend 
it, otherwiſe 1 ſhould not have attempted 
to give it to one who is juſt entering into 
gay life, and had an offer already of a heart, 
and twenty thouſand pounds a year, but 
rejected it! Oh fie, Caroline; but may I 
venture to call you by that friendly name, 
without giving offence ts your  Ladyſhip,. 
ſince your commencement of that delight 

ful and highly finiſhed character, commonly 

called a coquette; but however, you have 
not forbid me as yet, ſo I ſhall proceed 
v7 witk this in the old friendly ſtyle we have 


2 ” 
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been vuſedito all Ec Hie W the ür 


place, I ſhall reproach you for want of ten- 


derneſs to your dear Louiſa, as you former- 


ly called me (but J ſuppeſe you will ſay 


former days muſt be forgotten, now I have 


commenced a court lady), i in ſuffering her 


to be torn with a thouſand different appre- 


henſions, for fear ſomething extraordinary 


| had befallen you; while you, unthinking 


giddy creature, were ſafe on your journey, 
rejoicing at the conqueſt you expected to 


obtain over. all mankind! Had 1 been in 


your ſituation, I ſhould have wrote even 


in the. chaiſe; and had you vouchſafed to 
ſend but one line, it would have contented 
me. No, your excuſe is, you love” to tor- 


ment me; twill be my turn next, and be 


aſſured you ſhall ſuffer for this behaviour 


towards your friend. I had determined at 


one time not to anſwer your letters for this 


half year, and ſhould certainly have kept 
to my determination, had not vou have 
been in fuch imminent danger; you know 
I have a heart that can feel for, a friend in 
diſtreſs, remember that, Caroline. Tou 
would wiſh for my advice, you ſay, which 

I will give you with the fame freedom as 
when you were in the country, Lady , 
not the town beauty, the —=, Why, let 


me ſee, a man with twenty thouſand a year, 
| and a * young TY are charms you 


4 
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won't 
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both happy; if not, as no better expedient, 
I hope you won't think I have a. 


18 'F 
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Wocon't find every woman reſiſt, Caroline. I 
knew that before, yow'll ſay ; very well 


then, what can make you ſo averſe to the 
match? I can fee nothing ſo odious or 
ſhockingly diſagreeable in it; perhaps be- 


_ cauſe. your father has conſented, you dont 


like him. Oh, Oh, Caroline, is that it? true 
woman's contradicting ſpirit, I perceive; 
our anſwer to this will be, No! What 
is ĩit then? Ah, Caroline, I have found you 


out at laſt; you aſpire to the rank of a 


ducheſs, becauſe you 5 ine your Louiſa 
can't rival you in rank then, Your an- 
ſwer to this . aan be No, beyond a 
doubt 3 well then, as you affect ſuch a mx- 
ſtery, and won't let me find it out if I could, 
my advice is, you will marry him, if you 
think you have love enough to make you 


will offer, take your couſin's advice — but 
* 

for him too. There was a little jealouſy, 
Caroline, which makes me imagine you | 
have more love for him than you would 
wiſh me to think. Vou fay you. are in a 


x hurry for un avfwer, fo 1 hall conctude this 


Sincere friend and well-wiſher, | 
Luis banner. 


C ug 


| LETTER THE FOURTH. 
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| LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY 


LOUISA BEAUMONT: I 
N 


Berkley-ſquare. 


WIA ins right yon Gd yam 
haue a heart that can feel for a friend in 
. true, my once dear friend (as 
r to ſtyle yourſelf) had a tender, 
nerous heart; one that would 

dach ie of reproaching a ene th di- 
ſtreſs. But it is my opinion you have bor- 

rom d the obdurate — of haughty Miſy 

Woolſkins, while this letter was in agita - 
tion, and ſent your own the 
queſt of a new friend, who will not treat. 

you with 8 

tion I h — hitherto ſhewn towards you. 

uld I have imagined my boſom friend 
2 — ſuſpect me of treachery; one to 

whom I communicated oy ſecret wiſh 
* heart ? Bur could I think myſelf 
capable 


mean time in 


LC P | 
capable of ſo much baſeneſs as you hint 


at, ſince my entrance into gay life, as you 


call it, I would tear myſelf from fociety, 
and be baniſhed to ſome obſcure-corner of 
the world, where it is impoſſible for any 
 —_ being to find me; live a torment 


o myſelf, till death ſhould think proper 


: ſhake his ſickle over my head, and then 
lie myſelf down and die in the moſt ago- 

nizing pain. But perhaps you'll ſay, I 
take this in too ſerious a light; that you 
did this to brighten my memory, in hopes 
I would never offend: again in the like 
manner. Well, if that was all, I forgive, 
with a promiſe that you never offend any 


more. But now for ſomettring more inte- 


reſting ; as I have tried your ſincerity many 


2 and know it to be wholly devoted to 


u would wiſh very likely to know 
ee myſelf out of — trouble 


Ts. in the laſt letter you received from 
me. The caſe is circumſtantially thus # the 
morning after I had diſpatched the meſ- 


4 to you, my father entered my room 


to deſire J would prepare for the addreſſes 


of Sir Edward in the evening. This was a 
ſtroke I could not foreſee; but collecting 


as much courage as twas poſſible to call to . 


my aid, told him I could never think of Sir 


Edward Clements for a huſband, therefore” - 
moſt beg. leave to decline his et | 
* a a | ow . 


= 4 


N _ AW j 8 UTR SIE” 7 93 "Ks. ©, * 
- yo 2 n * 4 ——— 2 2 i 8 = 2s * — enn . ” — AY * = 


„ 
How? what do I hear? returned my fa- 
ther; you. can't think of him as a huſ- 


band ;“ but tis my will and pleaſure that 


you ſhall, Madam; ſo prepare to receive 
him. Wich theſe mortifying words he flung 
out of the room. I found there was no 
time to wait for your anſwer, therefore ſent 
my love to my brother, and would be glad 


to ſpeak to him, if not otherways engaged 


(IL was obliged to be ſubmiſſive, you ſee). 
My brother returned his love, and would 
wait upon me inſtantly. Oh, my dear girl, 
my brother is all goodneſs ; before my wo- 
man had time to deliver the meſſage to 
me, he was with me in perſon; I begg d 
his Lordſhip to be ſeated, and deſired my 
woman to withdraw. God bleſs me, ſiſter, 

. (cried my brother eagerly, what ſudden 
change is this ? you have been crying, Ca- 
roline ! At this ſpeech I burſt into a flood 
of tears, begging at the ſame time he would 


have compaſſion on a ſiſter, who fled to | 


him for protection, as the only friend who 


; could aſſiſt me in my preſent diſtreſs. My 
brother aſſured me he would protect me 
dat the peril of his own liſe. I then com- 


municated my father's commands to him, 


with the anſwer I had returned. After a 


ſhort conſideration, he made the following 
| propoſal: You ſhall go to our father, my 
dear; uſe every intreaty your! oy ſuggeſts 
| ro 
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to you, I will be within hearing; then if I 
find my father relent, will come in, as if by 
accident, join my intreaties to your's, and 
doubt not but we ſhall ſucceed : but if he 

ſeems obdurate, I muſt not appear. Not 

appear, brother, you aſtoniſh me! No, 
my dear, my reaſon is this; T intend to car- 
Ty you to a place of ſafety, where you may 
be concealed till the Earl has given his 
honor you ſhall not be troubled any further 
with Sir Edward's ſuit, which he will cer- 
tainly be brought to comply with rather 
than loſe you; now if I appear too buſy in 


* , *this affair to our father, he will be con- 


vinced I have a hand in your eſcape, and 
inſiſt upon my producing you. Should I 
| e to comply with his requeſt, as I cer- 
tainly ſhall, till his promiſe on honor was 
obtained, it will cauſe a quarrel between us, 
and that would be hurting both you and 
me, as it will exaſperate the Earl beyond 
Hopes of a reconcthation; and as nothing 
is more probable but he might find you 
out, would ſecure you beyond the reach of 
receiving affiſtance from any one till your 
union with Sir Edward had taken place: 
now, my dear, dont you think I had better 
act in private? This behaviour of my 
brother's appeared ſo generous, that I told 
him I would be guided by his directions 
0 P and would make it the ſtudy of 
. my 


T a3 1 

my life to deſerve his friendſhip. Are you 
not my ſiſter? cried he; can a man do too 
much good for his fellow creatures, but efpe- 

cially for a ſiſter, one whoſe happineſs lies at 
ſtake ? Here was a brother for you, Louiſa ; 
now don't you wiſh for ſuch another: but 
he bears a moſt amiable character both a- 
broad and at home, and not without good 
foundation. Well, my dear, I ſent my duty 
to my father, begg'd to know if I might 
be permitted the honor to attend him ; his 
anſwer was, I might appear, but with no 
excuſe; for he would hear none. At this 
abrupt meſſage I knew not what to do; 


but I had reſolved not to leave him till - 


had got the better of this, for which rea- 
ſon I ſummoned all my courage to appear 
in the preſence of my father. Don't you 

think I was rather too afſuming ; but you'll 
recollect, my dear, the ſole happineſs of my 
future life depended on this preſent mo- 


ment. I conſidered this, and concluded it 


would be better to incur the Earl's diſ—-— 
Pleaſure for a ſhort time, than conſent to 
male my life miſerable for ever. With 


this reſolution I entered the room where 


my father was fitting, and approached him 
ich fear and trembling; but the inſtant 
J opened my mouth with intent to ſpeak, 
ſuch a trembling came over my limbs, that 
I was ae to upper myſelf any longer. 


I fh. 


Laws 


1 ſunk. down at his feet; the thoughts of 
the ſcene. 1 was going to act, if my father 
abſolutely inſiſted upon my marrying Sir 
Edward, overcame me to that degree, as 
to take away the power of utterance. My. 

father, who is naturally humane, raiſed me 

8 up, repeating, at the ſame time, for hea- 
ven's fake, my dear Caroline, what is the 
matter? This kind expreſſion from my fa- 
ther revived my drooping ſpirits, but 1 
could only anſwer him with my tears; he 
preſſed me in tender terms to acquaint 
Bo with the cauſe of my affliction, and 
added, if it was in his power he would 
remove it with all the pleaſure imaginable. 
Gathering courage a ſecond time by his 
condeſcenſion towards me, J told him it 
was the fear of incurring his diſpleaſure 
had put me in the ſituation he then ſaw. 
How fo, my dear? returned he. Tou 


ſ ſeemed in a paſſion, my Lai, when you 


quitted my room this morning, upon my 
declaring I could not admit the addreſſes 
of Sir Edward Clements. And won't you? 
replied my father eagerly. Oh think, my 
Lord, ſaid I, dropping on my knees at the 


3 SoRg fame time; think what a critical ſituation 


it is for a child to be obliged to-refuſe com- 
plying with the firſt and only command a 
Parent thinks proper to infſlict upon her? 
wag C uoline, cries my father, think what 
4 8 horrid 
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a horrid ſin it is to diſoblige a tender father. 
I have, my ever dear and honoured father, 
J have conſidered every thing. Has not 
he offered to take you without a farthing? 
that ſhows his difintereſtedneſs. . Twas his 
art, my dear Sir; he and all the world 
know the generoſity of your diſpoſition too 
well, to doubt you would let any man wed 
a daughter of your's without a fortune ade- 
quate to your rank in lift. Conſent to 
breaking off this match, and I will live and 
die with you; I will never think of marriage 
without your conſent and approbation. I 
don't know what to ſay to this, child; how- 
ever, I'll conſult your brother, and if he is 
agreeable to your propoſals, I ſhall make - 
no further objections; for you know we muſt 
conſult him, as being heir to the eſtate. 
Juſt at that inſtant my brother opened the 
door, and ſeeing us, made a motion to with- 
draw, but my father called out, come in, 
Charles, come in Pray would you rather 
rr. your ſiſter married to a man with 
ag. thouſand a year, or one who has only 
ouſand ? It is a ſtrange queſtion, my 
"Lond, replied my brother, but for ſplen- 
dour, give me twenty. There, Caroline, 
cried my father, tis your brother's deter- 
mination. Pardon me, my Lord, it was 

concerning ſplendour I ſpoke, not happ 


neſs; but has my ſiſter had an offer alrea 
Vor. I, | C Fo 
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Yes, and a more advantageous one than 
ever will be offered again; but ſhe: pretends 
to talk of wretchedneſs and miſery all her 
life. If it is not a eee of love, as well 


as money, my replied my brother, 
it will ee N tobe ir- your deter- 


mination, I have done, repl 0 my father. 
Would your Lordſhip:take my advice, you 
would leave my ſiſter to her own diſpoſal; 
ſhe has too much ſenſe to marry any per- 
ſon beneath her. Well, Charles, cried my 


father, it is a generous piece of advice in 
you, and not to be behind you in generoſity, 1 


do promiſe, upon my honour, never to urge 
Caroline's union with any one more. My 


brother, putting on a very grave aſpect, 
told my father, if that was his A. 


olution, why 

was I permitted to be ftill on my knees? 
T Then raiſing me, he faluted e and 
preſented me to the Earl, faying at the 
ſame time, it ſhould be one of the chief 
ſtudies of his life to deſerve ſuch an amiable 


ſiſter. My father, in a tranſport of joy, claſp'd 
uus both to his boſom, while tears trickledt 


down his cheeks; in ſhort, we all three 
wept, when my brother, recovering his 
manly voice, cried, Now, my Lord and fa- 
ther, let us both ſhow our generoſity to my 
dear ſiſter, by giving up her fortune to her 
on diſpoſal. I abſolutely refuſed it, and 


Ho on Oe * in his o 


ion, 


— 


i 
oſſeſſion, as the moſt proper oper perſon, till 
i calle 


was ſettled : however, d for a pen 
and ink, and delivered me a paper, which 
Was a draſt on his banker for fifty thou- 
. | ſand pounds, which he told me was the 

Whole " my fortune. The inſtant he had 
preſented it to me, I committed it to the 
flames, ſaying, twas the death every one de- 
ſerved to die who diſtruſted a tender parent. 
Good heavens, could I have thought it, cried 
my father; however, Caroline, twont be the 


| wo for you. It was then agreed I-ſhould- 


give Sir Edward his final anſwer in the e- 
vening, which would not be very difficult, 
as the Earl had told him he would never 
force my inclinations. Accordingly, I pre- 
ed myſelf to receive Sir Edward's vi- 
t, with which I was more pleaſed than o- 
therwiſe, having it now in my power to diſ- 


card him; but you may be ſure I put on | 


all-my-charms to torment him, for the vex- 
| ow he had cauſed me. About ſeven 
| o'clock he made his appearance, introduced 
by the ſervant; when coming up to me 
with all the gallantry twas poſſible to af-- 
ſume, ſaluted and thanked me for the honor 
{ had done him, in permitting him to viſit 
me; but am I, continued he, obliged to 
your's or the Earl's generoſity 2. This ſpeech 
would e To AY much, had I been 


| obliged | 
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obliged to to receive his addreſſes; however, 
1 replied, True, Sir, I have permitted this 
viſit, in conſideration of its being the laſt 


you muſt expect to repeat, at leaſt to me. 
Did your Ladyſhip ſay twas the laſt viſit I 


mult expect to repeat you, or did I miſ- 
underſtand you? cried he, looking aſtoniſh- 


ed. No, Sir Edward, it was no miſtake, I 


_ aſſure you, your hearing is very good. For 


heaven's ſake, Lady Caroline, exclaimed he, 


would not wiſh to have the trouble of kee 


ing any one's life in her poſſeſſion, therefore 


muſt beg leave to dehver it up to its proper 
ewner. Is it poſſible your Ladyſhip can 


make a ridicule of my paſſion ? Pardon me, 
Sir Edward, I don't mean to make a ridicule 


of your paſſion; on the contrary, I compaſ- 


fionate : your caſe. That's a bleflin deed, 
- cried he eagerly, flinging himſelf 
knees; may I hope compaſſion will diffolve 
itſelf into a more tender name ? You miſun-' 
derſtand me there, Sir; I compaſſionate you 
| becauſe I find myſelf incapable of loving 


on his 


you. For God's ſake, my an 6 charmer, 


recal that word, unleſs you wiſh the unfor- 
tunate Clements to die at your feet. I have 
told my mind too far to retract now, Sir 
Edward. Then I muſt wait on the Earl of 


Hockinſtone once more, Madam. . I would 
not 


conſider my life is in your hands, you can't 
be ſo cruel as to kill me! Lady Caroline 


ons 
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not wiſh Sir Edward Clements to give him- 
ſelf that trouble, as it will be entirely uſeleſs, ' 
my father having determined never to force 
the inclinations of his children. Then my 
hopes are vaniſhed indeed, replied he, riſing 

| haſtily, and walking up to the window; when, 
turning ſuddenly about, begg d the name of 
the happy man who had engroſſed all my 
affection. I aſſured him I had never ſeen 
the man yet on whom I could fix my affec- 
tion. No if all you have ſaid, returned he, 
ſhould be apocryphal which 1 hope from 

— ſoul it is, and only to try the extent of 

| on. I told him it would be doing 
him elf and me the higheſt injuſtice to fup- 
poſe it. Well, replied he, if your Lady- 
ſhip won't permit me to viſit you, I hope 
you won't forbid my viſiting the Earl. 1 

; aſked him, if he knew by what authority 1 
was to chooſe my father's company? None, 
that he knew of; but at the ſame time, to 
ſhew his reſpect far me, if I made the moſt. 
trivial objection to it, he would never enter 

the houſe again; though I muſt confeſs,” 

continued he, it would be the greateſt pain 
J have experienced in the whole courſe o 
my life. I replied, if it would be any plea- 
ſure to him viſiting the Earl, it would be no 
offence to me. May 1 hope to have the 
honor of eſcorting your Ladyſhip in public ? 

„ 5 I told 


i „ 5 | p 
I told him I did not chuſe venturing into 
public with him, unleſs twas with a party, 
and then it. muſt be as a friend of my fa- 


ther's, no lover of mine. He told me I was 
very ſevere upon him; but rather than loſe 


the pleaſure of ſeeing me, he would promiſe 
any thing: And another propoſal, Sir Ed- 
ward, I have to make, which is, you will 
urge your ſuit no further, as you value my 


friendſhip. He promiſed faithfully he would 
not, though it ſhould be the death of him, 


and ſoon after took his leave. Indeed, Lou-. - 


ta, I begin to think he has a moſt'generous 


diſpoſition, if it is not diſſimulation. But! 
hope your Ladyſhip will be ſatisfied with 
the prepoſterous length of this letter, and let 


it ſuffice to ſerve for a month, as you know. 


court ladies can't afford to ſpend their time 
in writing to country friends. But in truth, 


child, bad habits. are eafily acquired, and 


difficult to ſhake, off, for which reaſon we 
muſt make an agreement that you ſhall write 
two letters for my one. I am fureit is a 
very reaſonable requeſt, conſidering the en- 


ormous time you have on your hands, to the 
little I have; for what with receiving and 


paying viſits, I have ſcarce a moment to call 

my own. One vexation never comes alone! 

my woman has been in a bad ſtate of health 
ever ſince our arrival, and has juſt W 


Fred I would prov. de myſelf with another 
ſervant, as the town air don't agree with 
her ;— Well, I can't help it. Adieu. 
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LETTER THE FIFTH, = - 


| LADY CAROLINE RIVERS, 


( I continuation.) 
= - WIEN I wrote laſt, I did not intend to 
= ſend another letter this month, but find it 
| impoſſible to live without correſponding 
$3 with you. I ſuppoſe this, declaration will 
| make you very. vain of your own merit ; 
however, you muſt have ſomething to pleaſe 
your fancy, as you cannot perſuade your 
mother to let you come to town, to be cried 
up for a beauty. I think I will allow you 

a little merit, which I aſſure you is more 
than the beaus will the belles, ſince my ar- 
rival; they wont allow another lady com- 
mon ſenſe, but vow I have all the beauty, 
wit, ſenſe, and in ſhort, every accompliſh- 

ment, except it is here and there a few 
ſtraggling tender ſwains, who have been 

robb d of their hearts half a century before 

| | my 
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my arrival, and have not tlie courage now 
to ſhake off their bondage. They indeed 
ſay, ſhe is a pretty genteel lady, but mils or 


lady ſuch an one is handſomer in their opi- 


nion. Well, well, child, I have got the 
reins in my own hands, and am reſolved to 
manage them. I was introduced into the pos- 
lite circle 'on Thurſday laſt, by the Counteſs 


of Melmouth, and the Ducheſs of Darnly ; 
two more ladies were introduced at the 
ſame time, but moſt of the nobility ſeemed * 
to obſerve me very attentively; I conclude - 
ed it was becauſe' of my being brought up 


in the country: when a nobleman coming 


up io me, faid, in a half whiſper, Upon my 


- ſoul, Lady Caroline, you are the handſomeſt 
girl that has been ſeen in this circle for 


years. I would not hear what he faid: 
at firſt, but he repeated it; upon which I 
replied, I am extremely obliged to your 


Lordſhip for the compliment, and am very 
forry it is not in my power to return it; but 


4 
; 


you muſt pardon me, my Lord, for telling 
you I never ſaw a more ordinary gentleman . 


in my life. He looked very much confuſed, 


and was preparing to reply, when the en- | 
trance of their Majeſties put a period to any 


further diſcourſe. After the uſual ceremony 


of going round the circle, and receiving 
dl graccully who were introduced, their 


C5 


% 


nobleman 
the ladies (my conductors) would leave the 


Majeſties retired, when I obſerved the ſame 
ing to me again; I begg'd- 


drawing-room, as I found myſelf very un- 
well: they complied, to my no. ſmall com- 
fort, as I was glad to get rid of any further 
importunities from this troubleſome gentle- 


man. But after all, Louiſa, though I know 
the compliments I receive daily to be only 
the effect of mere- politeneſs, yet there is 


ſuch a faſcinating pleaſure in them, that it is 


impoſſible to withſtand ; and beſides, there 
is. ſuch an inexpreſſible delight in being a- 


dored by all the male ſex, and envied by all 


- our Own. In the evening I went to a ball, 
were I found Sir John Cecil, Sir Edward 
Clements, and my court acquaintance, whoſe- 


name, I have ſince learned, is Lord Rake. 


His Lordſhip is of ſuch a diverting diſpoſi- 


tion, that his acquaintance is courted by hotʒñu 


ſexes; he inſiſted on dancing with me, but 


in ſuch polite terms, I found it was impoſ— 
ſihle to refuſe him, without committing the 
higheſt piece of ill manners. While his, 
* Lordſhip was leading. me-downia dance, 1 


„ 


obſerved a pretty young lady wipe her eyes 
three or four times; I muſt on it vexed 


me. Upon. aſking his Lordſhip who ſhe was, 


- he replied, it is a young lady who expected 


me for a,,partaer;. but I believe is angry at 


her diſa pointment. I faid no more to his 


2 


n | 
| Lordffiip then; but the inſtant the dance 
Was Enithed, told him Lmuſt beg the favour 
of his Lordſhip's leading that lady down 
the next. What, does your Ladyſhip think 
I would give up my preſent partner for one 
I have danced with before? I am very forry, 
my Lord, but I promiſed to go down the 
ſecond dance with Sir Edward Clements, 
and would not wiſh to be worſe than my 
word, as the gentleman is a particular friend 
of my farher's. He was going to reply, 
when 1;beckon'd Sir Edward, who had not 
been dancing. He inſtantly came up; by 
that time I had diſengaged my hand fronr 
my Lord, who ſtill perſiſted on dancing 
wich me, and giving it to Sir Edward, cried, 
Here, you have been waiting for your part- 
ner ſome time. He ſaid it was an hover he 
did not expect; but, continued he, I 
Caroline is all s Oh, returned I, 


fearing a diſcovery, we muſt keep our pro- 
miſes, you know. Sir Edward immediate- 


I took the hint, ſaying, true, your. Lady- 
ſhip-promiſed me the honor of your hand 
this evening; but 1 did not expect this ho- 


not after his Lordſſip. Upon chis my Lord | 


went up to the lady, who, on his approach, 

got up and qunted the room, with marks of 
the higheſt diſdain; however, I danced with. | 
| er ates clarks, when I with# 
1 C6 drew. 
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drew. Sunday I went. to church in the 
morning, and afterwards dreſſed to receive 
company. I cannot divine how Sir Edward 
Clements has ingratiated himſelf into my 
father's favour, for he is never eaſy without 
him z and indeed my brother is very par- 


ti him. Among the company this even- 
ing, who ſhould I ſee, to my unſpeakable 
aftoniſhmear, but Lord Rake. As I knew 
he was no acquaintance of either my father 
or brother's, the inſtant he ſaw he was ob- 
ferved as a ſtranger, he came up to me with 
the greateſt aſſurance, and ſaid he hoped I 
was not fatigued with dancing on Thurſday 
evening. Before I could anſwer his Lord- 
ſhip, my brother, who had been talking 
with Sir Edward Clements, came up alſo. - 
I beg your Lordfhip's'pardon ;—fifter, I pre- 
fume this gentleman is an acquaintance of 
your's? I replied, yes, brother, I had the 
honor to dance with my Lord the other e- 
vening. My brother ſaid twas very well, 
- and walked away. His Lordſhip was mak- 
ing me the fineſt compliments all the even- 
When the party broke up, inſtead of 

ing to bed, I have fat down to finiſh this 
tter, which I ſhall ſend away in the morn- 

1 woman left me two days ſince. 
0 have hired the firſt ] ſaw, which is a pretty 
woman, and has Gr N very engzeing in 

er 


CTA 
her manners; but has ſuch a melancholy, 


dejected look, I will try to learn her hiſtory, - 
as I am ſure hes education was never meant 


for a ſervant. PO 
And believe me to be your's, 
CAROLINE RIVERS. 
| 
ai | © 
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LETTER THE SIXTH. 


— — — 
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LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT TO LADY 
CAROLINE RIVERS, 


My dear Caroline, 

I Take the liberty, from our early inti- 
macy, to expoſtulate with you concerning 
the abſurd behaviour you have been guilty 
of ſince you have been in town; hitherto L 
have forbore noticing it to you, as I con- 
fider'd it to be only the ſallies of a lively 
diſpoſition, and was in hopes your own good 
ſenſe, were you to make a right. uſe of it, 
would convince you, you had erred, and lead 
the way to the right track you ought to pur- 
.. fue; but the laſt letter I received confirm'd 
me in my ſuſpicions, which were grown very 
violent before. You tell me I have bor- 
row'd the obdurate heart of haughty Miſs 
Woolſkin, I may with more propriety aſk, 
have you borrow'd the heart of the coquet 
Miſs Snareum, who is deſpiſed, abſolutely 
deſpiſed for her coquetiſn ſtile ? You are a 
new face at preſent my dear, and conſe- 
& 3h waa 15 fequently 


1 
quently the waſps will ſurround you, and 
when they find your delight is in flattery 
your vanity no doubt will be fed; but you. 
will recollect at the ſame time, my dear, theſe. 
ple are a ſet of men commonly known 
by the name of fortune hunters, who make 
a practice of roaming in ſearch of prey, and 
enſnaring the credulous heart of an un- 
thinking girl, who may have the misfortune 
to be in their company; or perhaps a noble- 
man who has mortgaged his eſtate for uſe- 
leſs extravagancies, and finding you have 
a large fortune, will try every means to win 
your affections in hopes of impoſing on your 
credulity, ſo. far as to huddle up a match 
with you, that he may return to his former 
folly. and extravagance; and perhaps loſing 
his life in a diſpute, leave you a beggar. 
For your own fk then, retract your paſt 
conduct, and let the world in general ſee it 
is in your power (tho you have no mother 
to adviſe you) to behave prudently. You ſay. 
there is a faſcinating pleaſure in receiving 
compliments, and an inexpreſſible delight 
in being envy'd by your own ſex; O, for 
ſhame, Caroline, could I have thought thoſe 
to be the ſentiments of my once amiable 
friend} You bear the bell at · preſent my 
dear, and may perhaps for ſome time, till 
another country lady ſhall make her y 
pearance in the polite. circle, who, tho" ſhe- 


may 
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may not be ſo beautiful as yourſelf, yet not- 
withſtanding will be a new face. Let me aſk 
you one queſtion; would not you find your 
pride viſibly hurt in finding your former 
obſequious attendants paying their court to- 
a little intruding monopoliſt, who makes it 
her chief ſtudy to engroſs the whole affec- 
tions of the male creation to herſelf? Yes it 
would hurt you beyond the power of ima- 
gination, What a mortifying tnal it would 
be to you in entering a room, to paſs diſ- 
regarded to a ſeat, while the ſycophants 
who formerly paid their court to you, were 
attending to the ſmiles of a new beauty! or 
E yourſelf in the ſame condition of that 
lady you obſerved when dancing with Lord 
Rake; there indeed, you behaved as a 
lady ought, when ſhe finds a gentleman 
triumphing over the diſtreſſes of one of her 
own ſex; but J hope it was not our of oſten- 
tation, as a perſon does not merit the eſ-, 
teem of the world when once that is proved: 
but I am in great hopes you have ſeen the 
folly of your error, and are now on the re- 
forming ſide; which I am well aſſured when 
you conſider the neceſſity there is for a re- 
formation, you will not heſitate to perform 
almoſt inſtantaneouſly, or at leaſt in a ſhort 
ſpace from the receipt of this piece of ad- 


vice: Conſider which will add the higher 


luſtre to your character, to have a ren 
an 


14 ] 
and abandoned libertine cry, * Gad ſhe is 4 
fine woman, and one of fire and ſpirit too 


ſhe danced with me at Mrs. Brilliant's ball 
till five o'clock the other morning, on 


2 


purpoſe to vex Jack ſuch a one. Or a man 
of ſenſe ſay, * She is a moſt beautiful wo- 


man to be ſure, but that is the leaſt of her 


ections ; ſhe is very ſenſible and one who 
ws how to conduct herſelf when immi- 
nent danger is nigh.” Now, my dear, as I 
know you have an excellent underſtanding, 
ou will not ſurely hefitate one moment 
ow to proceed, as a fop is in every degree 
no better than a monkey, only fit to divert 


a leifure or melancholy hour. Perhaps you 


will think me very aſſuming in attempting 
to give my advice, when not applied to; 
but when you recolle& the friendſhip that 


has ſubſiſted between us from our infancy, 


and conſider that another perſon can ſee 
very often better than ourſelves, your aſto- 


niſhment will ceaſe: you may deceive your- 


ſelf by imagining if there was any levity in 
your carriage, your father or brother would 


certainly ſee it; perhaps, not my dear, they 
may ſuppoſe (not being ſo uſed to your 
diſpoſition as myſelf) it is a vice inherent in | 
your nature, and therefore a fooliſh attempt - 
to curb it; but I, who have been your con- 
ſtant correſpondent, moſt aſſuredly muſt be 


the beſt judge in regard to your ſtile of 


writing; 
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writing, which you will think almoſt in- 
eredible when 1 tell you, it is alter'd fo 
much from what it was, that I can ſcarce 
believe you are the ſame perſon! You tell 
me you have the reins in your own hands; 
in your own imagination I ſuppoſe you 
mean: but: take care in the managing of 
them you don't guide them wrong; your 
youth: and inexperience, my dear, will ex- 
poſe you to villainous „ and at pre- 
ſent you are blind to your own folly; par- 
don me the expreſſion, as it flows from a 
heart warmly intereſted in behalf of a friend. 
Four fatuation is indeed critical, my dear 
Caroline, your peace of mind lies at ftake ; 
E in the moment I am writing to you, 
e bold intruder will ſtep in and rob my 
dear friend of her heart, when too late ſhe 
may perceive 1t irrevocably when the 
bold ufurper proud of the conqueſt he has 
obtained over you, diſdains your paſſion 
and returns it with cold neglect; the levity 
- of your carriage, which is too conſpicuous 


at preſent to eſcape. the obſervation of every 


beholder, will then vaniſh, your eyes will 
be open d, when to the 3 kable con- 
fuon of con ourſelf and e you will find 
town talk, and then perhaps 
| e too late will wiſh my friendly admo- 
nitions had been received with the ſame cor- 
diality with which they were given. Sir 
* 


N 
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Edward Clements merits every reſpect in 

our power to ſnew towards him; the gene- 
roſity of his diſpoſition in giving up his pre- 
tenſions to you, when his future happineſs 
lies at ſtake, charms me, if it is not diſ- 
ſimulated; neither can you ſhew your love 
too much for ſuch a brother as your's Caro- 
line, who reſcued you from miſery, at the 
time you thought your fate irrevocably fix d; 
but though you have added the title. of co- 


quet to your former one, you have a gener- - 
ous diſpoſition that will not ſuffer you to 


be. ungrateful, and tis that which fixes me 
your ſincere friend, : 5 
| Lovisa BEAUMONT; 
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LETTER THE SEFENTH. 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TQ LADY 
LOUISA | BEAUMONT\, 


HERE is a rout indeed about coquetry ! 


upon my word Louiſa you would make an 


excellent prude. Did not you make a miſ- 
take, my dear, in your late epiſtle, in ſend- 
ing it to me inftead of a Preſbyterian meet- 
ing, as poſitively it was meant for a ſermon ; 
but your ladyſhip being in an idle humour 
when my letter was put into your hands, 
thought, if you ſent it me it would fave 


you the trouble of writing again, and it would 


anſwer your purpoſe as well, if ſomebody ſaw 
your productions, as you ſhould not like the 
trouble of writing ſuch a fine eſſay, and then 
have it buried in oblivion. But poſitively you 
muſt ſend ĩt to the meeting for which you in- 
tended it; as I am not quite ſo impious yet, as 
to wiſh to rob the people of ſo fine a diſcourſe, 
nor you of your praiſe; but ſtay, let me con 

91 it. 


* 


L 4] 
it over once more, and I will ſend you my 
reflections on your treatiſe, as I ſuppoſe you 
ſent it with that view. In the firſt place you 
talk of * friendſhip ;” that is very well, I 
will give you praiſe where I think you de- 
ſerve it; - what's next? * coquets deſpiſed.” 
I deny it—you abominable truth ſlanderer, 
I tell you every body will court the com- 
pouy of a coquette. You ſay the man of 
ſenſe will not; there you are egregiouſly 
miſtaken, child, for- a man of ſenſe is' an 
eaſier conqueſt if. the girl has beauty, than 
a fop. How does ſhe make that appear ? 
you'll cry. In the firſt place, a fop is inſen- 
fible of your charms, and of- courſe is free 
from your chains; when a man of ſenſe ſees 
a pretty girl, he is charm'd with her beauty, 
and captivated with, her wit, but when he 
finds her to be a coquette, would wiſ to 
ſhake off his chains; then comes the trial: 
when the ſcrutiny begins, he finds himſelf 
_ inſenfibly led away by a blind paſſion, and 


| diſcovers when too late for his own happi- _ 


neſs, the lady has robb'd him of the entire 
ſſeſſion of his heart; well, ſomething muſt 

e done, and what muſt it be ? Oh, I have 
it now; he will lay fiege to the lady in hopes 
her heart will plead in his defence : when 
he finds that will take no effect, and the 
lady is inexorable to his intreaties, at length 
grown deſperate by repeated refuſals, turns 
N frantic, 


1 ] 
frantic, till at laſt the ſtrait jacket is obliged 


to keep him within bounds. What's next? 
Oh, < fortune. hunters” are a ſpecies I have 


no concerns with, ſo muſt forbear menti- 


oning them. You tell me I bear the bell at 


-prefent, ſo I intend to do all my life, child, 


and when I am dead I certainly will be- 
queath ĩt to you. Add luſtre to charac- 
ters.” —Hum, I muſt conſider—Idon't know 
what to ſay now. -O, men of ſenſe run 
wild, ſo muſt have nothing to ſay to them. 
«Fops and monkeys,” a moſt elegant compa- 
riſon truly ! but you know, child, monkeys 
will make one laugh, and ſo will fops, if it 
is only at their ignorance; ſo will een keep 
them in'my train. Friendſhip again,—very 
well! << Father and brother.” Do you ima- 
gine they can yie with Lynceus or Argos, 
like you? © Conſtant correſpondent,” very 


well, I continue my correſpondence. Bold in- 
truder, and © hearts“ come next, — no, no, 


my dear, it is a folly to imagine any ſuch 
nonſenſe, therefore away dull care; Lady 
Caroline's heart is too well guarded! I tell 
you the fort is impregnable, therefore diſ- 
pel vain fair. © Levity of carriage; why you 
audacious back-biter, are you here to ſee it, 
or does your correſpondent tell tales; if I 


thought that, I would diſcard him at once. 

« Town talk,” “ friendly admonitions;” - 

Hobbling.” Sir Edward Clement's, < 
| | : A 
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old ſuitor.” Why, child, you ſhould never 
pretend to tell a court lady of an old ſuitor, 
you might as well deſire her to aſk: her wo- 
man for the caſt gown ſhe gave | her laſt 
week, and ſay ſhe would wear it again; I 
ſee, child, I muſt teach you politeneſs, you 
are very unpoliſned. Love and my bro- 
ther; Oh, I have an expedient juſt come 

into my head; as I ſhould not like bim to 
ſet his affections on an object who was not 
worthy his eſteem, I will recommend him 
to you, as an amiable piece of ſtill life, and 
one who will ſurrender at diſcretion! I 
aſk'd my woman the other day to favour me 
wich her hiſtory; ſhe butſt into a flood of 
tears, ſaid ſhe had been unfortunate, and 
humbly begg'd I would not exert my curio- 


ity on this occaſion; — this aſtoniſnes me, 
| Adieu, in haſte, 8 
CAROLINE Rrvens, 
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LETTER THE EIGHTH. 
— — 


bADY LOUISA BEAUMONT TO LADY 
— CAROLINE RIVERS. 


EXPOSTULATION is vain I ſee; 
where a perſon has an unalterable, fix'd re- 
ſolution to follow implicitly the dictates of 
their own judgment, which may very often 
guide them into the path they would wiſh 
to avoid, were they not blind to the dan- 
ger. You ſay your heart is impregnable; I 
3 hope it may prove ſo, but take 
care, when you imagine the garriſon to be 
moſt ſecure, that the enemy does not diſ- 
cover, a ſmall breach in the out-works, 
wherein they may. inſenſibly ſteal undiſ- 
cover'd. For ſome time he will lie con- 
ceal'd, till at laſt by mere accident you 
may have the misfortune to diſcover the 


fraud; misfortune I ſay, as it will then be 


impoſſible to rally; your forces will be 
ſtruck ſtupid with aſtoniſhment, when they 
tee the enemy has got entire poſſeſſion 0 
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the fort: as therefore reſiſtance will be 
vain, they will lay down their arms, in- 
loriouſly lay them down, without one ef- © 
2 to ſave themſelves; the remainder of 
the enemy's forces will enter, and then adieu 
to liberty : if the enemy be but a ben 
prince, you will Ut look' d on as a coward, 
and the more ſedulouſly avoided, as your 
ſovereign yielded the caſtle to your manage- » 
ment entirely. You will be imagined un- 
grateful ; the friend who yielded you aſſiſt- 
ance when in adverſity, will meet with con- | 
_ . tempt and reproaches from them; who, had — 
you behaved like a brave general, and ex- 
erted your ſpirits to animate your forces, 
might have merited applauſe, for the re- 
commendation of one who was an honor to 
their country, and a prop to their ſove- 
reign's age. As to the ſermon you talk of, 
I never entertain'a ſuch an excellent opi- 
nion of my own merit, as to imagine my- 
ſelf devout enough for ſuch a pious under- | 
taking; but you, my dear, are pleaſed to "20 
exerciſe ſatirical merriment on your prudiſh 
friend. At preſent, I would wiſh you to | 
take great care, left that you ihould give | 
her caule to retaliate in time; and when | 
onee I find an opportunity for raillery, | | 
(which I make no doubt but I ſhall) L will | 
not ſpare you, be aſſured; but my conjec- 1 
tures alarm me very much, in the idea of | 
Vol. I. D 5 | 
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your imaging nothing is ſo deſpicable as 
to receive tuition from friends, therefore 1 
will wave this diſagreeable and paiuful 
ſubject, as ſuch I preſume it muſt be to 
your ladyſhip, to acquaint you with the 
run-away marriage of Miſs Hollman; you 
would very likely wiſh to be informed who 
it is with. As you are not acquainted with 
the gentleman, I muſt inform you of the 
iculars. She was riding one morning 

or the air, when the horſe took fright and 
run away with her; all the ſervant's en- 
deavours to ſtop him proved fruitleſs, 
when a gentleman at ſome diſtance per- 
ceiving the imminent danger the lady was 
in, and fearful her life might be forfeited, 
if ſome ſtratagem was not immediately in- 
vented for her preſervation, contrived to 
meet the horſe, in which contrivance he 
proved ſucceſsful ; but in attempting to 
ſtop his career, disjointed his ſhoulder 
bone. However, the ſervants coming 
up in the interim, with their united en- 
deavours diſengaged the lady, who by this 
time had fainted through apprehenſion, 
and mult have inevitably been killed, as 
ſhe was falling upon the gentleman's ap- 
roach ; however by degrees they brought 
ler to her ſenfes: when, judge my dear, 


what muſt have been her grateful ſenſati- 
ons at that moment, for her compaſſionate 
THOY a deliverer, 
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deliverer, who had riſqued his own life i in 
the attempt to preſerve her's: ſhe returned 
him her moſt grateful acknowledgments for 
her unexpected deliverance, and ſincerely 
hoped he had not received any hurt; as in 
that caſe the joyful ſenſations ſhe felt for 
her own ſafety, would be converted into 
dreadful apprehenſions for his. His anſwer 
was, Would to heaven my ſhoulder-bone 
being disjointed had been the worſt; but I 
have received deeper impreſſions on my 
heart! Miſs Hollman turning pale, cried, 

heavens, Sir, but have you received 
any hurt? He replied, the hurt I have re- 


ceived in my ſhoulder, is not to be put in 


competition with the indelible impreſſions 
you have made on my heart. Miſs begg'd 
it as a favor, the gentleman would walk 
home with her, if it was poſſible, without 


fatiguing himſelf too much; otherwiſe ſhe 


would ſend the ſervant for a ſurgeon im- 


mediately. He aſſured her there was no 
danger, and - begg'd ſhe would compoſe 


herſelf; adding, 1 intended ſoliciting the 
honor of conducting you, ſafe, but your 
condeſcending goodneſs , has favored me 
with that lf x req veſt already; and I 
ſincerely hope you will not riſque your life 
on horſeback again. The lady aſſured 
him, he need not be under any apprehen- 


ſions of her behaving fo abſurdly, as to 
D 2 | intruſt "J 
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intruſt herſelf a ſecond time on a horſe; 
adding, I may not meet with a deliverer 
ſo generous and humane as you have 
proved, Sir. By this time they had got 
- nigh home, when, to the ſurpriſe of the 
lady, they were met by her parents, who 
- would have kneeled to the generous pro- 
tector of their child's life, had he permitted 
them; but on the contrary, would not ad- 
mit of their thanks; ſaying, the young lady 
had ſufficiently rewarded him by her re- 
peated acknowledgments: however, they 
inſiſted on his reſiding at their houſe, till 
perfectly recovered. The gentleman, who 
proved to be a captain in the guards, on 
a viſit to his friends in the country, readily 
accepted the invitation. Upon their arrival 
a ſurgeon was waiting, as Miſs Hollman had 
ſent the ſervant before to fetch Mr. Chy- 
miſt, who, in his way, had called at 
home, to acquaint his maſter of the acci- 
dent; and it was his information had 
brought Mr. and Mrs, Hollman to meet 
them. Well, the ſurgeon performed the 
Operation, to the inexpreſſible conſternation 
of the young lady, who was in fits all the 
time. As you know ſurgeons perform a 
wonderful cure of nothing, the captain 
was order'd reſt and quietneſs, as his health 
might be endanger' d by the ſhoulder-bone 
receiving a ſmall hurt; but that is the 
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general diſcourſe of the gentlemen who are 
any ways concerned in'the phyſical profeſſion. 
But while the captain's life was pronounced. 
in a dangerous ſituation by the gentlemen of 
the faculty, Miſs Hollman would not permit 
any one to attend him, but herſelf. The 
patient was ſoon recovered, to the aſtoniſn- 
ment of every one; when about a week 
after, Mifs Hollman going out earlier than 
uſual, delivered the following note to the 
houſe-maid; defiring her to deliver it into 
the hands of her mother. Honoured mo- 
ther, you will no doubt be alarmed ar my 
abrupt departure, without aſſigning the 
reaſon for ſuch a ſudden change; I have 
therefore choſe this method of acquainting» 


you with my partiality for Captam Wood. 


as I found it was impoſſible to transfer my 
affections from the object of my eſteem; + 
and well knowing there was no probability 
of obtaining my father's concurrence to 
the union, I was reſolved to marry with- 
out ſoliciting conſent from either of you, 
as I was certain of not meeting with the 
mortification of a denial. But when you 
rightly conſider he was the protector of my 
life, when in ſuch imminent danger, who- 
eould I fo well beſtow myſelf on, if it was. 
out of gratitude alone; ſet afide every other 
tie which endears him to me. I have 
therefore, implicitly yielded to the dic- 
| D 3 tates. 
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tates of my own heart, and intend to be 
indiſſolubly united to him this morning. 
I make no doubt, but you will uſe your 
influence over my father, in favor of your 
dutiful daughter, &c. Upon the receipt 
of this note, Mrs. Hollman was like a 
. diſtracted perſon, well knowing Mr. Holl- 
man's ungovernable, furious diſpoſition 
- would carry him beyond the bounds of 
reaſon; as his intention was to be allied 
with a family. who was reſpected for its 
antiquity and riches, through the union of 
his daughter. But when he came to un- 
derſtand that his ideas were fruſtrated, by 
her marriage with a perſon, whoſe only 
eſtate was a commiſſion, would heap curſes 
on their head for ever. Paint to yourlelf, 
my dear, the diſtreſſing idea that muſt 
overwhelm the mind of Mrs. Hollman at 
that inſtant. However, ſhe ſent the ſervants, 
if the ceremony was not performed, to ſtop 
it; but top fatally for her peace, it had 
been performed two hours before; at the 
report of which, Mrs. Hollman fel] into 
fits. Upon her recovery, ſhe found her huſ- 
band on his knees, curſing his own off- 
ſpring! This unnatural indiſcretion of Mr. 
Hollman cauſed a relapſe i in his wife; the 
hyſicians were called in, who gave no 
— 5 She is now ſomething better, but 
has declared ber d intention of quitting Mr. 
HFollman's 
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Hollman's houſe, the inſtant her health 
will permit a removal. You ſee, my dear, 
through the indiſcretion of this young lady, 
a happy and harmonious family made mi- 
ſerable. She is on a viſit with us at pre- 
ſent, but I believe will be in town ſoon; 
if ſhe ſhould call on you, take no notice 
of this intelligence you have received from 
me. The information you ſent me concern- 
ing the myſterious behaviour of your wo- 
man, has much ſurpriſed me, and excited 
my curioſity. I am under great appre- ' 
henſions in the idea of her being ſeduced! 
Ah, my dear, Caroline, is it not a ſin of 
the darkeſt nature, to ſeduce innocence; 
and that men ſhould triumph in that diſ- 
treſs and miſery, which they have been the 
wicked authors of; and then leave a weak, 
deluded female, to infamy, poverty, and 
ruin? Yet it is too inherent in the nature 
of our nobility at preſent, who will take 
advantage if they find a poſſibility, with 
thoſe in the ſame ſphere of life. How 
much leſs will they value it, in thoſe who 
have neither friends nor protectors? But 
don't miſunderſtand me when I ſay the 
nobility, as I hope there are ſome who are 
nno cent of ſuch villainous actions. In 
ſhort, I'ſhould imagine it muſt be none, 
beſides the moſt profligate and abandoned. . 
libertines, who could ſeduce a young, crea- 
| 1 D 4 dure, 
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ture, who has no dependence but the un- 
exceptionable purity of her character: at 
leaſt I could wiſh it was ſo, for the honor 
of themſelves and their family. I ſhould 
ke to know her hiſtory as ſoon as poſſible. 


Adieu, 


 Lovisa BEAUMONT. 
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LETTER THE NINTH. 


| BADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LABY 
LOUISA BEAUMONT. 


OH, Louiſa, your conjectures relatr̃ve to 
my woman are but too true! After receiv- 
ing your letter, which rather confirmed 
than baniſhed the ſuſpicion I before enter- 
tained of her appearance, it is very eaſy to- 
be perceived by a perſon's behaviour, whe- 
ther their education has been a genteel one 


or not. I always imagined I ſaw ſomething- | 


engaging in her manners very much-aboye: 
the capacity of a ſervant. As ſhe was dreſ— 
ſing me the other day, I told her I had a 
favour to folicit, and hoped ſhe would'con-- 
deſcend to grant it. She turned pale, and 
begg'd to know what it was ? That you will 
favour me with your hiſtory, Harriot. I 
was ſilent, in expectation of her beginning, 
when, to my unſpeakable aſtoniſhment; ſhe 
returned the following anſwer : I fear I 
nat 8 have 
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have been ſo unfortunate as to offend your 
Ladyſhip; yet ſo repugnant to my very 
ſoul is the idea, that I know not how. to 
imagine it poſſible I can unwittingly have 
done the thing in the world which deſign- 
edly I would moſt wiſh to avoid.” This 
expreſſion convinced me ſhe was no 1llite- 
rate perſon ; and I replied, No, indeed, 
my dear girl, you have never offended ; 
but, on the contrary, your engaging man- 
ners have endear'd you to me, and your 
melancholy countenance makes me think 
your mind is not at eaſe. But why that 
ſigh ? Would to heaven I were worthy to 
ſhare your uneaſineſs, with what earneſtneſs 
would I not ſtruggle to alleviate it. Tell 
me, my. dear Harriot, tell me I beſeech 
you, if I can afford you any affiſtance ? 
« Your Ladyſhip's condeſcenſion is too 
great, returned ſhe, „but my grief is too 
6x to admit of any alleviation.” Is it 
then impoſſible I can ſerve you? “ Qh, 
Madam, your Ladyſhip can ſcarcely ima- 
gine what an outcaſt you have honoured 
with your eſteem, rejected by my natural 


friends, diſowned for ever by my neareſt 
relations. Oh, Madam, thus circumſtan- 
ced, can I deſerve the diſtinction with 
which you honor me? No, 1 feel the ine- 
quality too painſul. Indeed, my dear girl, 
you prepare me for a tale of horror, and I 


19 
am almoſt breathleſs with expectation ; but 
fo firm is my attachment to you, that I am 
confident you have not merited the neglect 
received from your friends; the ſting of 
g __ conſcious reproach wounds deepeſt. No, 
Madam, your Ladyſhip is deceived in me, 
all my intolerable ſorrows are of my own 
ſeeking. And then burſting into. a flood of 
tears, which I ſaw was impoſlible for her to " | 
refrain from, haſtily withdrawing her hang. 
which was claſp'd in mine, precipitately 
withdrew. What can this mean, thought 
I! it is the moſt unaccountable myſtery I 
ever knew; and yet there was a frankneſs 
in it that charm'd me, while it drew com- 
paſſion from my heart : however, I waited 
in my raom half an hour, in expectation of 
ber returij. When I found ſhe did not 
make her appearance, I ſent the footman. 
with my compliments (as I wifhed to ſhew 
as .mugh condeſcenſion as it was poſſible, 
in hopes of encouraging her-to relate her 
moſt painful hiſtory), and would be glad 
of her company, if at leiſure, Upon this. 
meſſage ſhe entered the room, bathed in 
tears; and falling on her knees, begg'd I 
would . not divell myſelf of all humanity 
when ſhe had recited her deſperate hiſtory.” 
Bur yet, continued ſhe, ſtarting up,“ how 
can I imagine it poſſible for any one to treat 
me with any thing further than contempt, 
| D 6 when 
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when once the melancholy ſtory comes to 
be known, which was my intention to keep 
inviolate from every ear.“ The manner 
of her uttering theſe words alarmed me very 
much, and I now began to contemn myſelf 
as highly blameable, for inſiſting on hearing 
what I now perceived gave her ſo much 
emotion; I therefore deſired her to com- 
poſe herſelf, as I would not think of urging 
her any further upon the occaſion. ' She 
replied, if you will promiſe that you will not 
totally deſpiſe me, I will begin; but it was 


the apprehenſion of incurring your Lady- 


ſhip's diſpleaſure and averſion, when I had 
comphed with your requeſt, that occaſioned 
the emotion you have juſt now perceived. 
J aſſured her, that far from deſpiſing, it 
would endear her to me, and I ſhould be 
fully convinced of the confidence ſhe re- 
poſed in me. Your Ladyſhip is all con- 
deſcenſion, returned ſhe ; © but though 
you ſee me at preſent in the capacity of 
your woman, my grandfather was a noble- 
man, who had three children, two ſons and 
a "daughter, of which my father was the 


youngeſt, who, when he had arrived at the 
age of ſixteen, had the misfortune of loſin 
his father, and found his brother was le 
ſole executor, who was naturally avarici- 
ous; ſo when my father 'came of age to 
claim his fortune, found himfelf poſſeſſ : 
| | »< 
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of fourteen thouſand pounds, inſtead of ſe- 
venteen thouſand, which he expected to in- 
herit, three of which his brother had con- 
verted to private uſe, under pretence of 
lending him at different times ſums to that 
amount. My father was enraged to the 
laſt degree at the cruel and inhuman be- 
haviour of his unnatural brother; and had 
he choſe to have gone to law, my uncle 
would have been caſt, as my father could 
have proved that ſum had not been ſpent 
on his account ſince the death of my grand- 
father, excluſive of the intereſt, which was 
never accounted for; but he conſidered it 
as a molt atrocious crime to go to law with 
his brother, though he had behaved in ſuck 
a villainous manner to him; he therefore 
_ contented himſelf with the ſum my Lord 
thought proper to make him maſter of, 
and withdrew himſelf into the country, with 
an intent to paſs his life in obſcurity, and 
renounce his relations; but there he has 
often regretted ſince, he let his indignation 
| get too great an aſcendency over his rea- 
ſon, as his ſiſter, who had a very tender 
affection for him, could not be accountable 
for her brother's indiſcretion, being at that 
time under his juriſdiction herſelf; hows _ 
ever, my father's paſſion at that time would 
not let him hear reaſon, and he vow'd, unleſs - 
his ſiſter would give up — 
| | | > 
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her elder brother, he would himſelf re- 
nounce all relationſhip -to her. My aunt, 
willing to bring her brothers to a reconci- 
liation, if there was a poſſibility of doing it, 
abſolutely refuſed tio comply with my fa- 
ther's requeſt, upon which he retired into 
the country; and though my aunt repeat- 
edly wrote to him, would never vouchſafe 
an anſwer ; for which reaſon ſhe withdrew 
her letters, as ſhe perceived they were uſe- 
leſs, But ſince that my father has often 
regretted his want of tenderneſs towards 
his dear fiſter ; nor neither. did he know 
where to direct to her, as ſhe ſaid in the 
Jaſt' letter he received, there was a mar- 
riage on the carpet between her and my 
Lord ——. My father uſed frequently to 
viſit the rector of the pariſh wherein he re- 
| _ Hided, who had a moſt beautiful daughter, 
with whom he became paſſionately in love. 
In: ſhort, their attachments were mutual, 
though unknown to each other; ſor my 
father, being a man of honor, would not. 
mention his pe ſſion to the lady, till ſuch 
time as he had procured the approbation of 

A YN her father, who aſſured the Honourable 


Mr. when he had acquainted him 
with the eſteem he entertained for his 
daughter, could he gain her affections, him-. 
ſelf ſhould be proud of the alliance; but 
- could never entertain the idea of — 
2 | the 
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the inclinations of his daughter, as he con- 
ſidered it a moſt heinous crime; but, con- 
tinued he, I will acquaint her with your 
paſſion this evening, and let you know the 


reſult of my embaſſy in the morning. The 
Honourable Mr. — returned his moſt 


grateful acknowledgements, and ſaid he 
Fimſelf was of the ſame opinion with the 
rector; for though he was to adore a lady 
to diſtraction, and found he was unequal to 
ſupport life without her, would prefer giv- - 
ing up life to receiving her hand in mar- 
riage, without the voluntary ſacrifice of 
her heart likewiſe. The Rector told him 
he was a moſt generous gentleman, and he 
ſincerely hoped what he himſelf had un- 
dertaken to perform might be attended 
with ſucceſs, Soon after my father took 
his leave, when Mr, Williams (for that 
Was the Rector's name), went up to his 

daughter's room, deſiring her to conſult 
her heart, and find if it was inclinable to- 

wards the reception of a tender paſſion, 
when the lady ſtarting, cried, good hea- 
vens, father, what inference am I to expect 
from this ſalute? What inference are you 
to expect, returned Mr. Williams, who was 
a very facetious gentleman, a huſband, to 
be ſure. Excuſe me, father, I have no in- 
cClination to matrimony at preſent. Then 
what have you an inclination for, eh? _ 

I ve 
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live contented in my ſituation with your 
father. Well, my dear, if you would ra- 
ther be excuſed from tying the connubiak 
knot, I have no averſion. to it in the leaſt, 
but on the contrary rejoice at it, as I can 
ſtill keep my little houſekeeper with pro- 
priety; but I muſt own at the ſame time, 
was I a young lady, ſhould have no ob. 
jection to the Honourable Mr, —. Whe 
did you ſay, Sir, the Honourable Mr, ——? 
Yes, to be ſure 1 did, child; have you any 
particular averſion to him? Well, Sir, as 
I find it impoſſible. to wave the ſubject, I 
find myſelf under the neceſſity of acquaint- 
ing you, my affections have been unalter- 
ably fixed to the Honourable Mr. 
ever ſince his reſidence in this country, and 
have vow'd never to unite with any other 
man; and indeed it was the apprehenſion. 
of your having choſe ſome other gentle- 
man, obliged me to be ſo abrupt in my 
reply; but now, Sir, as I find myſelf at 
liberty, and with your approbation, to. 
unite with the object of my: affections, I 
-will conſent with pleaſure. Upon the com- 
pliance of his daughter, the Rector was toe 
much elevated to wait the approach of 
morning, but, late as it was, ran to com- 
municate his ſucceſs to my father, who 
was as much elevated as Mr. Williams, 
and inſiſted on the ceremony being per- 
n | formed. 
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formed as early as poſſible. The Rector 
fix d that day week, as my father's impa- 
tience, after the lady's declaration, would 
not admit of its being deferred longer. 
On the day the ceremony was performed, 
Mr. Williams preſented my father with 
five thouſand pounds, and promiſed to be- 
queath him all he was poſſeſſed of at his 

death. In ſhort, I was the firſt fruit of 
their union. My grandfather had the ma- 
nagement of my education; and indeed 
his chief ſtudy was to inſtil virtue and 
prudence in my youthful mind. Happy 

ad it been for me, had I followed his di- 
rections! When I had arrived at the age 
of eight years, my mother was delivered of 
a ſon, whom ſhe was very fond of, and the 


dear little creature would return her careſſes, . 


as if fenſible ſhe was deſerving of them. 
Indeed he was ſo engaging, it was im 

ons for any one to fee him without 
having an affection for him. When he could 


walk, my mother ſcarcely would permit 


him out of her fight. It happened one 
day, as my father and ſhe were diſcourſing 
very ſeriouſly together, and not attending 

to the child, it had got out of the room 
-unperceived, when reaching the ſtairs head 

his feet ſlipped, and he fell down. My 
mother, imagining ſhe heard a noiſe, turn- 
ed to look for the child, wn 


- 
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the room, and inſtantly ran down ſtairs, 
when ſhe, to her inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, 
for ſhe was totally deprived of the power of 
utterance, found the dear boy in convul- 
ſions at the foot of them. My father im- 
mediately ſent for a phyſician, who made 
his appearance almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and 
pronounced there was no danger, which 
declaration compoſed my mother, as ſhe 
great confidence in the gentleman ; 
ever, the child, inſtead. of 3 

grew worſe. My father deſired the phyſi- 
cian would be plain with him, and if he 
found the child's complaint baffled his 
Kill, he would fend for Sir R from 
London. The phyſician, who was a very 
weak man, told my father he was very 
much irritated at his daring to ſuſpect 
any one had more ſkill than hirnſelf, 
who had taken up his diploma at Ley- 
dien; for which e e get whom 
would never enter the houſe again; and 
with this abrupt ſpeech departed. My 
father repented now that he had delivered 
himſelf in ſuch plain terms to this proud 
upſtart; however, there was no time to be 
loſt, he inſtantly wrote a polite note to a 
pPhyſician thirty miles off; who, upon the 
receipt thereof repaired to our houſe. Being 
conducted into the room where the child 


was, 


" . 
Ro 
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was, he begg d my father would prepare him- 
ſelf, as the child had not many hours to 
live in this world. This ſpeech ſtruck my 
father like a thunderbolt, who well knew the 
death of the child would deprive him with 
of an amiable conſort alſo. He entreated 
the phyſician would uſe every means in 
his power, to preſerve the liſe of his ſon, and 
he would moſt willingly preſent him with 
the half of his fortune in requital. The 
doctor replied, he had no ſuch mercenary 
motives in view, and was ready to preſerve 
the yopng gentleman's life, was it in his 
power; but he was paſt all: relief. My 
mother unfortunately overheard this reply, 
HOP flinging ng kerl on her knees to him, 

m to ſave her child, 8 
of heaven; .in ſhort, ſhe was 
and obliged to be RG OSD by 
force; and in about half an hour after, the 
eyes of the dear babe were cloſed for ever. 
Paint, to yourſelf, my dear madam, the 
melancholy Cons. which . muſt over- 
whelm the mind of my father, as; it would | 
bei to deſcribe them at this tune. 
He ſaw himſelf deprived of the child he 


' doated on, and in expectation every mo- 


ment, to hear of the death of a wife he ſo 
tenderly loved. But now all the care of - 
the family was to keep ſecret the death of 
e n. my mother; *. 1 


i 
was not long a ſecret to her, who, watch- 
ing an opportunity the day after, flipped 
out of the room unperceiv'd by the wo- 
man who attended her; when running to 
the room where the dear child was ſtretched 
lifeleſs, caught the corpſe in her arms, and 
begg'd he would ſpeak to his dear mamma. 
My father who happened to be in the 
room when my mother entered, was ſtruck 
ſtupid with aſtoniſhment at ſight of her, 
and now perceived his doom was too fatally 
fix'd, in regard to my mother, who had 
always imagined it would be impoſſible to 
ſupport life, when the object of her adora- 
tion was no more. But he was interrupted 
in the midſt of this melancholy reverĩie 
by the approach of my mother's attend- 
- _- ants, who were in ſearch of her; when upon 
Som ſight of them ſhe flew to my father- for 
protection, and intreated he would not 
ſuffer a tender wife to be uſed ill by thoſe 
wicked people. My father was unable to 
make any reply, ſuch power has grief over 
the mi a tender huſband or parent; 
and my mother, who miſunderſtood his 
filence, for the effects of his approbation of 
the behaviour of the women towards her, 
cried, O! it is very well, Sir, you did not 
behave in this manner though ſometime 
back; but if you were ſo deſirous of m 
death, you need not have ſuffered th 
10 | wretches 
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wretches to treat me ſo cruelly; why did 
not you kill me yourſelf? And then dif- 
covering her naked boſom, braved him to 
ſtrike a dagger to her heart. One of the 
women who had been abſent ſome time, 
returned in the interim with a ſtrait jacket 
in her hand, which they had been obliged 
to put on my mother in the night, though 
it was totally unknown to my father. At 
ſight of which, and my mother's expreſ- 
ſions together, forced a flood of tears to 
his relief; — he defired they would leave 


the room. When ſhe perceived they had 


made their exit, ſhe ſaid, Well, now you are 
my dear Edward again; bfit did I eyer do 


| Fav any harm, that you could ſuffer theſe 
barbarous people to uſe your dear Nan 


in ſuch a cruel manner? When, after fix- 


ing her eyes ſtedfaſtly for ſome time on 
my father, exclaim'd, good heaven's! what 
is the reaſon of os tears? Won't you 

think me inhuman, that I cannot ſhed tears 
too, but indeed my eye-lids are quite dry! 
What is the reaſon you cannot bear your 
misfortunes with a becoming fortitude, like 


me? O, for ſhame ! what, ſuffer a woman 


to teach you fortitude! and then turning 
to me, cried, Come hither Harriot; O, you 
naughty girl, what do your tears flow for ? 
Go to your papa; . aſk him what is the 
occaſion of his ne, for you ſee he won't 
e e 


„ 
ſpeak to me. My father, finding himſelf 
unable to ſupport the preſence of her he fo 
tenderly loved in the ſituation ſhe.then was, 
went out of the room in great diſorder, 
And the women making their appearance, 
immediately obliged my mother to quit it. 
She continued quite delirious till the fu- 

l neral of my brother was ſolemnized, and 
i then ſhe relapſed into a kind of melan- 
wo choly ftupefaCtion ; which the phyſicians 
were apprehenſive would continue the re- 
mainder of her life, unleſs ſome expedient 
could be immediately put into execution, 
to force tears, and that would give her re- 
lief. Upon this declaration, my grand- 
| father and father conſulted what was to be 
done in this affair, as it muſt be ſome- 
thing very deſperate indeed to occaſion a 
flood of tears to flow from the eyes of my 
mother. One day they went out a-walk-. 
ing, and deſired my mother and ſelf would 
with them; when we arrived at the 
pariſn church they ſtopp'd: my grandfather 
taking a miniature likeneſs of my brother 
tom his pocket, aſk'd my mother, if ſhe 
/ recolleted the face? She exclaim'd, it is 
my. child! my child! My father then faid, 
ſhould you like to fee him my dear? O, let 
me fee him, let me ſee him, but once more 


| res ſhe, and 1 ſhall die in peace! 
Tl 


ey then enter d the church-yard, where 
4 ERR, there 


* 
\ 
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there were men prepared for the occaſion; 


who upon a hint from my father, immedi- 
ately brought the coffin of my dear bro- 
ther, which was in a vault in the church. 
Here, at the well known ſight ſhe inſtantly 
ſunk down in a fit, and when recovered, 
vented a plentiful flood of tears; they 
then conveyed her into a carriage which 
my father ordered to be in waiting, From 
that time ſhe ſeemed to recover from her 
melancholy ; but alas! it was only to a 
more lingering. and painful death, as ſhe 
was in a decline for two years after. 
Here we were interrupted by a ſummons 
to dinner, when I inſiſted upon her going 
down with me, but ſhe declined it; how- 
ever, my perſuaſions got the better of her 
timidity, and ſhe accompanied me to the 
dining-room, when I preſented her to my 
father and brother as an acquaintance, 
who had taken refuge under my protec- 
tion to fly from a forced marriage her friends 

had contracted on her behalf. Your's, 


CaroLing Rivers. 
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LETTER THE TENTH. 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS, 


95 in ne. | nf | 


AFTER FIRES we retired to my room, 
for the convenience of ſecrecy, when ſhe 
continued her affecting hiſtory in the fol- 
lowing words: © I have already acquaint- 
ed your Ladyſhip with my mother's con- 
tinuing in a conſumption for upwards of 
two years. When one day finding her 
diſſolution drawing near, ſhe defired her 
father, huſband, and child might be brought 
to her bed-fide. Upon our approach, ſhe 
addreſſed herſelf to me firſt; My dear 
. - Harriot, Taid The, I am now preparing to 
leave this vain world, as I perceive my 
diſſolution drawing nigh, and muſt now 
leave you to the care of a tender father, 
Abo, I make no doubt, will behave with a 
* 7 towards you, while you con- 

tinue 


* 
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tinue to deſerve it. Attend to me, my 
dear girl, you are but young at preſent, 
and therefore know nothing of the deceit 
practiſed in the world perpetually, to allure 
young people from the duty they owe to 
their parents; but as you value my bleſ- 
ſing here, and hereafter, attend not to any 
ſuch allurements; ſtrive by your ſoli- 
citude to merit the affections of your fa- 
ther, by an implicit obedience to his will: 
never contradict him, if you can help it; 
and if he ſhould, through a miſtake, inſi- 
nuate a falſehood, take no notice of it, un- 
leſs you are ſenſible you can eaſily convince 
him of it, and then do it in a modeſt con- 
deſcending ſtyle. But you are to avoid 

any thing of this kind as much as poſſible, 
and recolle& it is your father you are 
ſpeaking to; and on thoſe terms I leave 
you my bleſſing. When perceiving I could 
not reſtrain my tears, which, in ſpite of all 
my efforts to the contrary, would flow, ſhe 
continued, Weep not, my. child, for thy 
mother, . whoſe ſpirit is now preparing for a 
bleſſed and everlaſting tet Boe may 
thy end be as propitious to thy eternal re- 

poſe hereafter, and may thy ſoul he fill'd 
in this world with the ſame pleaſing tran- 

quillity as that of Ty preg mother. And 
then addreſſing herſelf to my father, ſaid, 
Don't grieve, my love, I ſhall ſoon be freed 
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from this tedious life for one of everlaſting 
Happineſs: I muſt now conſign the pledge 
of our mutual love to your care and ſole 
management; ſhould you percerve a fault 
in her behaviour, never let it paſs unob- 
ſerved, but tell her of it in a mild manner, 
as that will gain an aſcendency on the mind 
of a child with much greater faſcination 
than the ſevereſt chaſtiſement can poſſibly 
accompliſh. ' Should your deſtination. be 
to unite a ſecond time, never ſuffer 

dear child to be uſed ill by a barbarous 
uſurping ſtep-mother, but let your ſole 
ſtudy be to inſtil virtue and prudence into 


her mind in her younger years; and when 


me arrives at the age of maturity, endea- 
vour not by any means to extort che incli- 
nations of your child with regard to matri- 


mony, for the love you once bore to her 


mother, but behave in every reſpect to- 


Wõrds her as my father did to me, and then 


you cannot fail of having a dutiful child. 

Then turning to my grandfather, who had 
hitherto ſtood in ſilent anguiſh on the op- 
poſite ſide of the bed, implored his bleſ- 


' fing, which he, in accents ſcarcely articu- 
late, poured forth' on his almoſt breathleſs 


child: When he had finiſhed, ſhe intreat- 
ed him, as if ſenſible of the many misfor- 
tunes that would enſue, if any difagree- 
MN ariſe berycen her huſband and 
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child, to uſe his influence to bring about a 
reconciliation, and be our mediator. My 
grandfather faithfully promiſed to perform 
her commands, She then aſk'd if ſhe had 
ever behaved otherwiſe than an obedient 
child, a dutiful wife, and a tender mother? 
They replied in the negative. Then I 
ſhall be happy, returned my mother, and 
at the ſame time taking two pillows from 
her head, which had ſerved to ſupport her 
while ſpeaking, ſhe cried, © be a tender 
father to my child,” and then without a 
ſigh her ſpirit took its flight for an habita- 
tion in the celeſtial regions. Here a flood 
of tears found vent from both of us, which 

ſtoppꝰd her utterance for ſome time. When 
recovering a little from her oppreſlive grief, 
ſhe proceeded, © My father was inconſolable 
for the death of my mother, and the phy- 
ſicians were apprehenſive it would be attend- 
ed with dangerous conſequences; however, 
it ended in a fever, which, by the aſſiſtance 
of a good conſtitution, he got the better of. 
But it took a more fatal effect on the mind 
of my grandfather, who had hitherto appear- 
ed to ſupport himſelf with fortitude and 
reſignation to the divine will; and even 

upon the death of my mother, when his 
ſorrows were all at war with one another, 
to find vent, endeavoured to appear calm 
in preſence of my father, with whom he 
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was obliged to be perpetually, while the 
corpſe of my dear departed mother remain- 
- ed in the houſe, as he was apprehenſive 
my father's deſperation was arrived at that 
heighth, that he would put an end to his 
exiſtence by violence. He was continual- 
ly exhorting my father to ſupport his miſ- 
fortunes with fortitude. The night before 
my mother's corpſe was interr'd, he de- 
fired, nay intreated my father would not 
give way to ſuch evident emotions ; for, 
laid he, it is impoſſible to recall her, or 
even was there a probability, it would be 
Pprofanation to delire it; and giving way 
to inconſolable grief, is contemning the 
upright judgment of the ang ws 9 Power ; 
conſider your child will be left an orphan, 
let reaſon take place, if it is only for the 
| fake of the dear pledge which my child, 
who is now. a faint, left to your charge, 
My father replied, he did not value life, 
now that the object who uſed to make it 
agreeatle was no more; but he was well 
aſſured my grandfather would take all ima- 
ginable care of my education and morals, 
and won ſo than if he himſelf was in 
being. grandfather replied, he was 
both ſur ary 8 aſtoniſhed, even irritated 
at my Haber 's behaviour; how could he 
poſſibly imagine ſuch an old man as him- 
iclf, ho Was. overwhelmed with Ts 
| CO 
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could expect to exiſt much longer in this 
troubleſome life! No, continued he, the 
ſmall remains of my life is almoſt exhauſt- 
ed, and I muſt now prepare for a heavenly 
manſion, whither my children are gone be- 
fore. In this ſtyle would he exhort my fa- 
ther, when the evening, the much dreaded 
evening arrived, on which my dear mo- 
ther's funeral was ſolemnized. My father 
was totally deprived of his reaſon; how- 
ever, by the diſcourſe and exhortations of 
my ever to be rever'd grandfather, he was 
reconciled in a ſmall degree to life. Be- 
fore my grandfather retired home in the 
evening, he embraced” me tenderly, and 
burſting into a flood of tears, which was 
the he had been perceived to fhed 
fince the death of my honour'd mother, de- 
fired my father to pay the utmoſt attention 
to me; adding, ſhe will be a comfort to 
you when in age, and a ſympathiſing friend 
at preſent. My father looked ſtedfaſtly at 
me for ſome minutes, when no longer 
able to contain himſelf, he claſp'd me 
to his boſom, crying, ſhe is the picture of 
her dear, adorable, departed mother. Let, 
continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to me, 
c your Ladyſhip will ſcarcely imagine it 
poſſible for my mother to have had any + 
pretenſions to * when compared with 
Eon | 4 her 
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her graceleſs daughter; but had your Lady- 
ſhip been acquainted with me two years 
fince, you would have remarked a wide 
difference in my countenance.” I aſſured 
her, even now, was a perſon ever ſo pre- 


Jjudiced againſt her, it would be impoſlible 


to imagine her otherwiſe than pretty. She 
thanked me for the compliment, and pro- 
ceeded, My grandfather's viſible emotion, 
now that it had found vent, would ſcarce 
permit him ſtrength to quit the houſe; 
and the firſt news that arrived the next 
morning was the diſſolution of my grand- 
father, who, by exceſs of grief, broke a 
blood veſſel, and expired inſtantly, How 


to communicate this laſt malicious blow of 


fortune tO my father, AO one could 1ma- 
gine, as the ſervants were apprehenſive he 
would be the next they ſhould ſollow to the 
grave; when I, who had attained the age 
Sl wert eee diſcloſe it to him. 
Then going to my father, by degrees com- 
municated 1 irreparable loſs; at which 
intelligence he appeared in a ſtate of ſtu- 
pefaction; but on a ſudden recollecting him- 
ſelf, ſtarted up, ſaying, Now fate has done 
its worſt, and Jam convinced there is no 
felicity, no happineſs to be expected for a 
human being. I who two years ſince con- 

ſidered myſelf the —— the moſt ho- 


nour d 
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.nour'd, the moſt dignified by providence, 
am now upon a level with the unfortunate, 
the moſt miſerable, the moſt abject crea- 
ture in the creation. And then exclaim- 
ing, great, good, and mercifnl God, give me 
ſtrength to ſupport the manifold tribulations. 
you of your infinite mercy have thought 
proper to overwhelm me with! My child, 
my wife, and her father are no more But 
yet, continued he, the Almighty's will be 
done, and I muſt now ſupport myſelf with 
fortitude, and reſignation, in behalf of my 
ſurviving child, whom 1 will make it myſole 
ſtudy to endue with every accompliſhment 
under heaven. And after that time he 
treated me with the ſame complaiſance and 
Politeneſs as if I had been a ſtranger, and 
equal to himſelf in years; but yetiit was 
with ſuch parental fondneſs and affection, 
that it delighted the hearts of all our ac- 
Auaintance. Alas, thoſe tranſitory moments. 
Are no mereil thoſe years. of delight, plea- 
ture, happineis, and felicity are vaniſhed, 
and appear like a faint idea of a pleaſing 
xifion. But 2 am aching to the 
criſis of my 8 unalterable 
late. When, 1 had _— the age of ſix- 
teen, during which time my father's incon- 
folable grief ſor the death of my ever to be 
585 d and euer to be regretted. mother, 


24 was, 
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was conſiderably abated, and converted in- 
to parental affection for his dear Harriot, 
as he generally called me; in ſhort, his 
ſole ſource of happineſs, grief, and felicity, 
was centered in worthleſs, graceleſs me. I 
was upon a viſit for a fortnight about eight 
miles diſtance from home, when a noble- 
man arrived from London, who had every 
accompliſhment under heaven, to enſnare 
and ſeduce the hearts of our weak ſex in 
general. Upon my Lord's entrance in- 
to the room, he was ſtruck with my ap- 
pearance, or wiſhed to make my poor, 
weak, too credulous heart imagine ſo. He 
ſeemed to pay a particular attention to 
me alone, and would dwell on every word 
I uttered, as if they had been pronounced 
by a ſeraph. The bait was too alluring 
to be reſiſted ; upon a ſtrict ſcrutiny into 
my heart, I found it was flown before I had 
even ſuſpected it. I now ſedulouſly avoid- 
ed him; but his penetration was of too 
diſcerning a nature not to perceive it; and 
the more ſedulouſly I wiſh'd to avoid him, 
. with greater importunity would he purſue 
me. In the midſt of this painful embar- 
raſſment, my father arrived to eſcort me 
home, with whom my Lord, who had a 
great aſſurance, eaſily. contracted an ac- 
duaintance, and invited himſelf to viſit at 


our 


— 
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our houſe. I was aſtoniſhed at his pre- 
fumptuous behaviour; but have under- 
ſtood ſince, that it is nothing among the bear _ 
monde, who miſtake aſſurance for the effect 
of mere politeneſs. Howeyer my father, 
out of reſpect to the lady at whoſe houſe . 
I then was, replied, he ſhould think him- 
- felf honour'd in the cultivation of his Lord 
| ſhip's friendſhip, and ſoon after we took our 
leave, but not without repeated efforts from 
his Lordſhip to difcover his ardent paſſion. 
The morning after niy return, a gentleman 
was introduced by the ſervant. I leave 
your Ladyſhip to imagine my aſtoniſhment, 
when I perceived the very identical Lord 
make his appearance. He approached me 
with an air of familiarity, ſaying at the 
fame time, You are no doubt ſurpriſed, 
Madam, at my ſudden appearance ; I pro- 
miſed your father to do myſelf the honor 
of giving him a call e paſſant, and could 
not but wiſh to avail myſelt of my promiſe, 
eſpecially where ſo much ſweetneſs, affa< 
bility, and amiable manners were united 
in one lady. This abrupt declaration made 
me bluſh extremely; I perceived there 
was. no poſlibihty of changing the diſ- | 
courſe, as my Lord is an unmanageable 
man, and I never ſucceeded inany intention 
of fruſtrating his deſigns, in regard to wav- 
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ing a ſubject I did not chuſe to diſeourſe 
upon. When he perceived my embarraſ- 
ment inereaſe, he begg' d pardon for his ill 
timed aſſiduity, and deelared, that had he 
imagined I ſhould have evinced ſo much 
diſcompoſure, he would have ſuffered; 
the ſevereſt torture, rather than reveal - 
ed it, but now he had gone too far to re- 
tract. He then began to declare his ar- 
dent paſſion in the moſt affectionate terms. 
I defired his Lordſhip would change the 
diſcourſe, as it was mere nonſenſe to me, 
and a ſubje& I could not diſcuſs. He re- 
plied, this was too favourable an opportu- 
nity to let paſs, eſpecially when his future 
and eternal repoſe were in view. My fa- 
ther's entrance at this moment relieved me 
from a conſcious embarraſſment I found it 
impoſſible to hide. Good heavens, what 
were my ſenſations at that moment! To 
be loved by my Lord — was all I de- 
ſired, but did not imagine at that time the 
too fatal conſequences which would attend 
me. But I have been the child of ſorrow 
from my infaney; therefore if J had had 
the leaſt knowledge of future events, I 
ſhould have expected nothing elſe.” 4 
begg d ſhe would not imagine any thing ſo 
far to her own prejudice, as I was well aſ- 
ſured her ee dal” 
* 1 be] 9 
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.quil than any: ſhet had hitherto experienced; 
Nos“ ſhe replied, “ er Ladyſhip!s 
diſcerning judgment ia. deceived, to ima- 
Eine any ſuch-vain illuſion. But to pro- 
_ e Masa conſtant viſitor 
at quſe While he remained in the 
-eountsy.: Ltooł great delight at that: time 
In: traverſing the adjacent fields, in which. 
| — his Lordſnip:choſe to accom- 
-PAny m One day 8 We, ſtrolled toge- 
Sher, in 5 uſual ee woman in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs Was preſented to my view. 
As Ihad been taught by: my dear mother 
10:commilerate the ſufferinga of my fallow- 
ereatures, and afford them relief, was dtiin- 
my power, I quickened my ſteps to ap- 
proach her, and intreated ſne would ac- 
4uaint. me with the :cauſe of her gtief; 
hen, inſtead of anſwering my queſtion, 
he claimed, Oh, chou: perfidious monſter, 
thou: worſt of being 3 may; perdition, and 
all ithe ſuries — — : 
me!] but yet, continued 1{he,, lowering: 
her voice, iis he not my huſband? Tes he- 
4s, and I muſt bear my misfortunes. 
She went on in this ſtyle ſor ſome time, 
hen at laſt, by dint of interrogatories, ! 
found iſhe was a yeung woman who had 
been trepann' d into marriage by a worth- 
eee W 7 :her- es: came 
e to; 
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to underſtand, had turned her out of doors, 
and renounced her for ever. Finding all 
endeavours to appeaſe the wrath of her re- 
lations impracticable, ſhe had left off im- 
portuning them for ſome time, which, 
when he perceived, he treated her in che 
moſt barbarous manner; and upon her 
abſolutely refuſing to make any further ap- 
plication to her friends, vowed to be re- 
venged. Accordingly, one day he pro- 
Poſed living retired in the country on what 
ſmall fortune ſne poſſeſſed, which ſhe rea- 
dily aſſented to; when, bringing her to 
the place where 1 found her, left her de- 
-ſtitute of either caſh; friends, or protection. 
My Lord ſeemed to compaſſionate her di- 
ſtreſſed ſituation extremely, and declared, 
had he a houſe of his own, he would con- 
duct her to it, but it would appear ſuſpi- 
cious in the eyes of the world, for a fingle 
gentleman to put a lady into lodgings, and 
even hinted it would oblige him, was I to 
take her under my protection, which I com- 
plied with inſtantly, and defired ſhe would 
walk home with me, where ſhe would find 
a home to receive her. She thanked me 
in the moſt graceful terms, and accompa- 
nied us home. But here is another inter- 
ruption; company coming in andi inquiring 
= me, oulges me to * this. Mrs. 


Wood 


A 8s -] 


Wood was with me yeſterday, and appear- 
ed to be in very diſtreſſed circumſtances ; 
indeed I -fincerely ſympathiſe in her diſ- 
treſs, as I am convinced ſhe deſerves a 
milder fate. | 


'Your's, &c. 


CAROLINK RIVERS, 
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LESTER THE ELEVENTH: 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS, 
(In continuation.): 


2 Aroſe early this morning, as I judge 
of your impatience by my own, to com- 
municate to you the reſult of Miſs Har- 
riot's condeſcending bounty towards the 
female that ſhe reſcued from famine, want, 
and miſery; and will now purſue her hiſ- 
tory, as in her own diſcourſe. I. Have al- 
ready acquainted your Ladyſhip with my: 
Intention of eſtabliſhing the young woman. 
in my father's houſe, but it was. in the ca- 
pacity of my woman, which ſhe frankly of- 
fered; and indeed ſhe. ſeemed- 8 
to adhere to the reſolution ſhe had taken, 
of totally renouncing her huſband, and 
_ e to her fate. About * 
mon 
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month after her eſtabliſhment, my Ford. . 
quitted the country as his preſence was re- 
quired in ton by the ladies, who made no 
7 aber. of 3 publicly, they would 
collect their Ae travel to his country 
reſidence, -and fetch him by force, if he 
did not chooſe to obey their ſummons, and 
make his appearance in ton, as it appear- 
ed quite dull and ſolitary without his chear- 
ful diſpoſition to enliven the ſcene; but 
before his departure, he drew: from me the 
moſt — ſecret of my heart, with.a pro- 
miſe to correſpond with him in future. A 
confidant was required in this affair, and I 
þ imagined: the moſt proper perſon to 
be entruſted with this 8 was the one I 
had relieved, hen ini ſuch evident diſtreſs; 3 
as my illuſtve ileas led me to imagine ſhe 
muſt be bound to me by che ties, 
thoſe of gratitude. But how vainly was 1 
deceived! chow oreduloufſy miſtaken hy a 
weak indiſcriminate judgment, as I have 
ſince perceived, when too late for edreſs, 
that links of iron have not ſuffi- 
eient to bind the gratitude of an ungene- 
rous deſigning pexſon ! but my reflettions 
have always preſented themſelves oy 5 
3 late to ſerve. Fg 
have I purchaſed: experience; ſe 
TER bela de the if 
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indiſcretion of my diſpoſition, ere I could 
attain that prudence and © conſideration 
which by properly applying to, might rule 
and direct young people how to proceed in 
the preſent, and guard them from future 
exigencies; however, ſhe was entruſted 
with our mutual attachment for each other, 
if I may be permitted to profane the ex- 
preſſion, by uniting it in conjunction with 
an unlawful paſſion, for ſuch it has proved, 
to my own and family's everlaſting ſhame 
and diſhonor. We correſponded together 

thro' the means of my woman for upwards 
of three months, in which time I obſerved 
my father's affections conſiderably abated 
towards me, for which I could aſſign no 
reaſon, as I was thoroughly convinced that 
I had perpetually ſhown the moſt dutiful 
and implicit obedience to his will, and had 
ſtrictly obſerved the laſt commands. of my 
departed mother. While I continued in 
anxious ſuſpence, I ſcarce knew what to 
attribute my father's extraordinary indiffe- 
rence to; ſometimes I was upon the point of 
throwing myſelf at his feet, and. imploring 
his forgiveneſs, if I had ever offended. Again 

I imagined it would be a moſt raſh,. inconſi- 
derate and romantic idea, in appearing ta 
ſuſpect a father of withdrawing his affections, 

who had on every occaſion evinced — 
25 | ren 
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rental fondneſs towards me; for which rea- 
ſon I fix'd a reſolution of ſeeming to appear 
inſenſible of his indifference, till he thought 
proper to declare his reaſons. One morn- 
ing, when I was arrived at the height of 
perplexity, my father entered my room 
with his brow contracted, and ſuch a vi- 
ſible ſternneſs had taken poſſeſſion of his 
fine countenance, that I was apprehenſive - 
his intentions were to ſtrike me; but, 
throwing himſelf on a fofa, deſired me in a 
very abrupt ſtyle, though it was in evident 
emotion, to prepare for the addreſſes of 
Mr. This man, of all others in 
the world, I totally deſpiſed; 1 intreated 
my father would not importune me any 
further to receive the addreſſes of Mr. ——, 
unleſs he would wiſn to make me com- 
pletely miſerable, which I was well con- 
vinced were not his intentions: but, on the 
contrary, would give up his own felicity, 
to ſecure my happineſs. My father re- 
e he had made it the chief ſtudy of 
is life to evince perhaps too much com- 
pliance for my future repoſe ; that it was 
my turn now to ſhow my compliance for 
an indulgent parent, and therefore muſt 
inſiſt upon an immediate acquieſcence with 
his requeſt, and that would give him ſome 
kind of diſcernment into my ä 
8 11 IE, | uns 
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1 implored him to recollect the laſt words 
of my dear mother. He replied, his re- 
collection was very good; and he ima- 
gined it would not be the worſe for me, 
was 1 to follow implicitly the advice I 
would wiſh to Jaa I ſaid I had done it, 
as far as I poſſibly could, but in the mean 
time muſt implore, nay intreat his forgive- 


neſs, if I abſolutely refuſed to have an in- 


teryiew with Mr —. I was proceed- 
ing with my diſcourſe, when my father 
haſtily interrupted me, by faying, he ſaw 
through the contrivance of my hypocritical 
inſinuations, and vile A duplicity.; 


that I was a compound of art, conceit, an 


vanity; that it vas my Lord had at- 
tracted my notice, and engaged my atten- 


tion; chat he was too much the man of 


faſhion to marry, and too confirmed a li- 
-bertine, not to uſe: his endeavours to de- 


bauch me but he had fix d an unalterable 
reſolution to ꝓut it beyond his power, by 


uniting me with ſome honeſt man, before 
my Lord's return into the country. 1 
aſſured my father, his Lordſhip's ideas 
were too reſined to admit of ſo Take and. 
willainous a deſign. What, returned he, 


0 you dare to aſſume the afſurance of a- 


your inſalent intentions to my 
have 
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have a farthing of my fortune! No, 1 will 
leave it to a ſtranger firſt, unleſs you im- 
mediately conſent to an union with Mr. 
— . And vith thoſe words he quitted the 
room. My aſtoniſhment was ſo great at this 
unuſual manner of my father's addreſſing 
himſelf to me, that for ſome -moments.my 
grief was unutterable. When recovering 
my recollection, I rung the bell for my 
woman, who made her appearance inſtant- 


ly. To her, as my only friend and confidant, 


communicated my father's :harſh com- 
mands, and begg' d — how to pro- 
ceed in ſuch an intricate affair. She 
replied, ee as you deſire it, 1 
will deliver my free ſentiments upon 
the occaſion ; was it me, I ould comply 
with my father's requeſt. Good heavens, 
what, to make your life miſerable ths 
ever! No, Madam, you miſunderſtand my 
meaning; I would not-with you to comply 
in reality, a fictitious compliance is all 1 
require; the day ſhall be fix d N 
union, and you muſt go in the 5 
church, Why, then you would have Sn 


united with the object of my contempt i in 


reality, rephed I, in great emotion. I. can 
eaſily diſcern you will not have patience 


to hear me, cried ſne; my intentions are to 
3 'of courageous young * 
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who will force you out of the carriage, and 


make their eſcape with you, before any aſ- 
ſiſtance can be called. And what muſt be- 
come of me then ? What muſt become of 
you ! Take a poſt-chaiſe to town, inquire 
for my Lord ———, who has too conſpi- 
cuous a Character not to be known by every. 
one. I aſk'd what kind of a conſpicuous 
character it was he bore; that I thought her 
expreſſions were very myſterious, and re- 
quired an explanation. Oh, returned ſhe 
- haſtily, that of a polite, humane gentle- - 
man, and you may acquaint him with the 
particulars; and I am convinced his Lord- 
ſhip has too much honor not to provide 
for you immediately, by making you his 
lady. Lou may then return in triumph to 
the country, and paſs it off to your father, 
as the joke of a deſperate diſconfolate lover. 
I at that time was poſſeſſed of an artleſs 
ſimplicity, which was my conſtant atten- 
dant, and not having been the purchaſer of 
experience then, never ſuſpected the fail - 
ure of ſincerity in another perſan : but I 
am firmly perſuaded ſince, that her myſte- 
rious expreſſions alluded to a miſtreſs, 
when my too credulous judgment compre- 
hended her meaning was that of an honor- 
able union. ..I was a long time revolving 
in my mind in what manner my reaſon 
8 bs | ſhould 
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ſhould actuate; when at laſt my indiſcre- 
tion grew too powerful for weak, ſlow 
pac'd reaſon to combat with, and I-com- 


plied, Unfortunately and indiſcriminately 


complied, with her advice, as the ſafeſt re- 
ſource I could poſſibly apply to in ſuch a 
dangerous fituation ; for my criminal ideas 


led me to imagine, when my father per- 


ceived himſelf in an error, and his apprehen- 
ſions were without foundation, that he would 
eaſily pardon the once darling of his ſoul; 
Such were the illuſive ideas I entertained 
when conſenting to an interview with Mr. 
—— | My father's joy was raiſed to e- 
levation, when I told him I would ſubmit 


to his ſuperior judgment, who, I was fully 


convinced, had more knowledge of the 


world. in general than I ſhould ever expe- 


rience ; and therefore muſt certainly know 
beſt how to direct me, who would be totally 
guided by his opinion and approbation. 
Accordingly an interview took place; but, 
good heavens, what a ſtriking difference did 
J obſerve in the addreſſes of Mr. 


and my Lord — ! The former began his 


diſcourſe in fuch a clowaiſn manner, ſuch a 
viſible aukward appearance in his behaviour, 


that the more attentively I viewed him, the we 


further my hatred and contempt were ex- 


cited towards him; however, the day was 


\ 
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fixed for the celebration of the approach- 
ing nuptials, when an A conver- 
ſation took place between my father and 
Mr. concerning my wedding ſuit. 
My father was of opinion it ſhould be a ſky- 
blue, my intended ſpouſe thought brown or 
black would be beſt, and I might make my 
appearance in white. The debate that 
enſued was ſupported in ſo lively a manner, 
that I muſt own I ſhould have been mot 
agreeably entertained, had my mind been 
more at eaſe ; but indeed, I could think of 
nothing but the capricious, the deſigning 
appearance, which the duplicity in my 
conduct muſt make ſo conſpicuous to the 
eyes of the world; when they ſhould un- 
derſtand myſelf was the principal accom- 
plice, in hireing ruffians to take me from 
my father, and intended huſband, Much 
as I wiſh'd to avoid-it, greatly as I deſired 
to preſerve my character from the ſcru- 
tiny and calumny it would receive from a 
ſet of maiden ladies, who reſided: in the 
neighbourhood, and made a point of ſcan- 
dalizing the moſt unblemiſhed character ; 
yet I could not endure the idea of render- 
ing my future proſpects in life miſerable, 
to preſerve their good opinion; and unac- 
quainted as they were with the reaſons by 
which I was actuated, „ 
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chey would fail contemning a change to 


every one ſo unaccountable? The unplea- 
ſant conjectures I had entertained in the 
evening, accompanied me when I retired. 
to reſt, ſo that it was impoſſible to cloſe my 
m In the morning, to heighten if pol- 
ible my embarraſſed anxiety, my woman 
entered the room with' viſible marks of 
apprehenſion' imprinted on her counte- 
nance; and exclaiming, for heaven's ſake, 
my dear madam, be upon your guard! 
your father overheard our diſcourſe yeſter- 
, and began to interrogate me laſt night 
upon the ſubject; and finding all his threats 
in vain, and that it was impofſible to make 
me divulge your ſecret, was upon the 
int of turning me out of doors at that 
ate hour, deſtitute of an habitation to 


hide my head in! When recollecting I 


might plan a more ſecure eſcape for you, 
and thinking you would ſtand in need of 
my aſſiſtance, ventured to tell him, that 
I might gain his confidence by. it, and by 
that means favour your eſcape, Heaven 
and earth, cried I, in the moſt diſ- 
treſſed agiration of mind, you were not 

ſo mad fare to tell him? There it is 


again, replied the artful creature! Is it 


end to make you comprehend a per- 
toh's diſcourſe for impatience ? 1 tell 
aj | | a — 
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you I did, and he imagines me to be wholly 
in his ſervice. I told him that I put this 
ſtratagem into your head, on purpoſe to 
allure you to the altar, and then we were 
all ſafe. And now, continued ſhe, the only 
method 1 can contrive, is, that when the 
miniſter puts the queſtion to you, you muſt 
reply in the negative, and that puts a pe- 
riod to the ceremony. This propoſal ap- 

ared ſo abſurd and romantic to the ideas 
I had formed, that I was ſtruck dumb 
with aſtoniſhment. When ſhe perceived 
my inabllity to utter a ſingle ſentence, 
and wiſhing, no doubt, to make the moſt 
of a favourable opportunity, cried, heavens 
preſerve us! what are you apprehenſive 
your father will correct you, that you ap- 
pear ſo amazed. At this innocent device 
I told her it was not the apprehenſions of 
receiving correction, that would intimidate. 
me; but it was the conſideration of my 
reputation laying at ſtake, in committing 
ſuch a raſh unaccountable action; and be- 
ſides I. could reap no advantage from it, 
as my father would make a priſoner of me, 
and my Lord was not on the ſpot to de- 
liver me. O, the dear innocent, returned 
ſhe; but you may make yourſelf eaſy, as 
my Lord will be here by that time. And 
ſhould your father be enraged, and attempt 
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to make a priſoner. of you, I will, myſelf, 
convey him into the, houſe, which I ſhall 
find no difficulty ene and by 


tending to appear aſtoni at your 


| weren behaviour, your father will ; 
not ſuſpe& me. His Lordſhip will bring a 


ſpecial licence and a clergyman from town, 
who. will perform the ceremony; and by 
that means, your felicity will be rendered 
compleat. I complied, I muſt own, though 


it was rather againſt my on judgment; 
but ſhe quite overpowered: me with the 
ſtrength of her arguments. When the day 

arrived, it would be impoſſible to attempt 

deſcribing the dreadful ſenſations I expe: 


rienced; ſuch a contrariety of ideas ruſhed 


like a torrent upon my mind, that unable 
to ſuſtain the weight of a gulty  conſci> 


ence, I funk into the arms of m 


ny treach 2 
ous confidant; who, inſtead, of ſoothing the 


diſtreſſed agitation of my mind, reproach 
me with want of . tenderneſs towards his 


Lordſhip, with whom I ſhould in a ſhort 
time be united for eyer.., The idea of 


meriting ſuch a reproach,, ſhocked me at 
that time beyond conception; I de- 


termined to adhere to the reſolution 5 


had inſpired me with, and I deſired her to 
lead the way to my father, and Mr. , 


who waited with N to conduct me 
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to che altar: But when he approached to 
falute me, ſuch a palpitation took poſſeſſion 
of my whole frame, that I was apprehen- 
five the evident emotion that agitated my 
mind, would be perceived, and the reaſon 
for it enquired into. However, I was 
conducted into the carriage, without any 
„ of ſurpriſe being expreſſed by 
either my father or lover; when, to mz 
iĩnexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, I obſerved: both 
my father's and Mr. —— ſervants well 
Null, and compleatly armed. Upon 
expreſſing my ſurpriſe, and inquiring the 
Teaſon for ſuch an odd whim, I was anſwered 
that brides muſt not aſk queſtions, as they 
were always left to their own conjectures. 
1 ſpoke no more till we alighted at the 
church. When the miniſter was preparing 
to begin the ceremony, I ſwoon d away; 
every one, in the utmolt ſurpriſe, was in- 
quiring the cauſe of my indiſpoſition, but 
no one could aſſign the reaſon. When I 
had recovered a little, my father deſired 
the miniſter would perform the ceremony, 
Which he was preparing to do a ſecond 
time. By this time I had gathered courage 
enough to inſiſt upon it, that he would 
deſiſt from proceeding, otherwiſe I would 
apply to the Biſhop, and have his robes 
Nripped off; that it was a forced nin, 


7 
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and would not ſtand good in law. But the 
miniſter, who had an ample fortune, and 
was very much in my father's intereſt, told 
me I ſhould have conſidered thar before I - 
had made my appearance at the altar; that 
L had permitted it to proceed too far, to 
retract now; and in ſhort had the brutality 
to proceed with the ceremony, till he put 
the queſtion to me. Enraged to the laſt 
degree at the inhumanity of his conduct, 
I replied in the negative. My father held 
up his hand to ſtrike me, not imagining 
the eonſequences that would enſue; when 
a moſt clamorous outery was heard, and ty- 
rannical monſter was echoed from everx 
mouth. My lover was inſulted and abuſed 
with the moſt odiqus epithets; in ſhort, 
the very place which. ought to have been 
held facred to piety, was rendered through 
_ my. indiſcriminate folly, a place of deſola- 
tion and” tumult. In this horrid and 
dreadful confuſion, my father was  appre- 
henſive I ſhould be torn from him by the 
. exaſperated country people; therefore, by 
the directions of the clergyman, he con- 
ducted me to the carriage, in which, ac- 
companied with loud ſhouts of joy from 
the populace, who would not permit my 
lover to eſcort me, I entered almoſt dead 
with apprehenſion at the idea of my own- 
ODT BE. duplicity. 
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Aduplicity. In our way home, my father re- 


proached me in the ſevereſt ſtile, for my 


baſe, ungenerous, deſigning duplicity; but 
vow'd I ſhould never {ce the light of day 
again, till I had aſſigned my reaſon for 
ſuch inſolent behaviour, and conſented to 
comply in reality with his commands. 
When the carriage ſtopp'd I alighted, and 
was conducted by my father into a garret, 
where no one was permitted to viſit me 
but my woman, who conſtantly brought 
my victuals, and treated me in the moſt 
contemptuous manner. When I aſked her 
the reaſon for the ſudden change in her 
diſpoſition, all -the anſwer ſhe would re- 
turn was blended with the moſt barbarous 
and cruel language. In this dreadful ſitua- 
tion, the utmoſt compaſſion I could excite 
from this abandoned and worſt of monſters 
was ſeyere reproaches and mortifying re- 
flections. I continued in this diſtreſs for 
a week, perpetually petitioning this de- 
ſigning wretch, to let me have an inter- 
view with my father; but to aggravate my 
- misfortunes, ſhe would reply in a moſt 
inſolent tone, It is his Lordſhip you would 
Wilh to have an interview with, I pre- 
ſumèe, madam, and not the honourable 
"Mr, —; and with this impudent an- 
| fixer, would make her pompous exit, lock- 
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the door at the ſame time after her- 


1 was alarmed one evening with an un- 
uſual noiſe on the roof of my priſon, and 
was juſt going to give the alarm to the 
family, as I ſuſpected it was that of rob- 
bers, who were attempting to break in 
with intent to plunder the houſe ; when 
4 wag a voice, which I imagined: was. 

familiar to my ear, pronounce in a 


N fe tone, Miſs. Harriot ! Maſs Harriot! I 


liſtened with more attention, and conclud- 
ed it muſt be Lord —, as it was im- 
poſſible to expect any other perſon would 
attempt ſuch a dangerous difficulty o 
climbing thus high, unleſs they had ſome 
vile deſign to put im execution. However, 


treatment that I had received to be unſup- 


portable, but in all probability it would 
continue till ſuch time as my marriage 


with Mr. — was celebrated; and there 


was no way to eſeape the vigilance of my 


father; and woman, who in turns con- 


ſtantiy guarded my chamber door, that 


none of the ſervants might get acceſs to- 
me; tho“ my father would never enter 


my | 
room, nor deign to anſwer a ſyllable 1 


utter d. Thus circumſtanced, it 2 wa 
impoſſible to my the melancho 
3 1 3 


While affairs continued in this ſituation, 


my ideas at that time, repreſented the | 


i 
\ 
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ations that had taken poſſeſſion of my 


foul; and I had fix d an unalterable reſo- 
lution never to yield to the ſolicitations of 
Mr. any more; therefore, imagining it 
impoſſible to be treated in a more barbarous 


manner than I was at preſent, determined to 


open the window, regardleſs of any conſe« 
quences that might enſue, as I ſincer 
wiſh'd for death; but how agreetibly was 
ſurpriſed upon viewing the perſon of my 
Lord —, in the ſuppoſed robber. He 
flew to me with open arms, and I as joy+ 
fully received him. Good heaven's! ex- 
claimed his Lordſhip; have I at laſt ob- 
1 after _ a fruitleſs ſearch, the 
exquiſite, pleaſure of beholding my adorable 
2 more! I aſk d his Lordſhip if 
he had been in the country any time? He 
replied,” ever fince the day of my confine- 


ment; that he had waited on my father 


ſeveral times, with intention to declare his 
honourable and ardent paſſion for me 
but that he would not condeſcend to Re 
him; and the laſt time his Lordſhip did 
himſelf the honour to — father's 

te, had a peremptory me returned; 
hich — ic define his Lords 
ſhip would not trouble him with any of his 
impertinent excuſes, as he would not heat 


[ 103 J 


very much, and he vowed, had it not been 
for my fake, he would have ſent him a 
challenge immediately ; bur that a ſtrong 
attachment to my all-conquering charms; 
had overpowered reſentment, and he now 
offered his ſervice to relieve me, and ren- 
der my eſcape practicable from impriſon- 
ment. I thahked his Lordſhip in the po- 
- Hiteſt terms I was miſtreſs of, for the friend- 
Mip and fidelity he had expreſſed ; but I 
had been taught to underftand a paxent's 
houſe was a protection from every kind of. 
danger; therefore, I ſhould not chuſe te 
quit it, efpecially when a profeſſed liber- 
tine offered his fervice to accompany me 
in my flight. A profeſſed libertine, Mit 
Harriot! Who is he, feturned his Lordſhip? 
You are my Lord! otherwife I have been 
| your Lordſhip baſely 
Y ; replied my Lord, I have not 
: Deng Sander d, in is a character 1 have but 
Do Juſtly merited, mill your tranſcendant 
beauty tendered me a findere convert 4 
Exquiſite charrna, which are ſupet 
Bor io afy of | your ex. 1; Yes, beau» 
inſenfidle, 1 row offer you a- hearts, 
you . "Sill condefeend ta accept tt 
Bee fon all e e 4 A 
1 have bren taught by vou, 
2 alone, * and utderly GY 
$0 | 4 "Rs. 
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; But how am I to be made ſenſible of the 
reality of your Lordſhip' s' aſſeverations? 
How] by accepting of my hand and heart, 
which has long ſince been in your poſſeſ- 
fon. This was a reply I did not expect, 
and therefore was not prepared to anſwer 
it, for which reaſon I made an effort to 
waye the ſubject. But my Lord, who is 
an impracticable man, apprchending my 
dieſign, would not permit it, inſiſted 
upon my immediate anſwer to his propoſal; 
I told him we muſt have patience, and 
wait my father's deciſion, which, I was 
convinced would be in his Lordſhip's fa- 
vour; when he found it was, an impoſſibi- 
lity to make me forſake the object of my 
eſteem. I ſpoke thoſe words inadver- 
tently, and was not aware to whom I was 
ſpeaking to; but my Lord ſoon convinced 
me F had done wrong, by telling me that 
if I had fo ſtrong an attachment for him, 
as I had juſt confeſſed, I _ 
Scotland with him inſtantly. ſo my 
Lord? Becauſe your father has 3 
_ meſſenger to town to procure. a ſpecial 
licence, and will inſiſt upon your compli- 
ance with his commands. T his intelli ence 
eee x: and I ſcarce 
new what I was: doing; for my appre- 
e had lo. far e my = 
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Gn, that I complied with his requeſt,” and 
found. myſelf at the bottom of a rope= 


knew whither my new guide was conduct 
ing me. I then, when too late, reflecteq; 
on the dreadful calamities that were ap- 
ker g to ſurround me; and entreated 

Lordſhip would lend. me his. aſſiſtance: 


to reach the window. Good heaven's ! Miſs- 


Harriot, you would not attempt ſo raft: an. 
undertaking, replied. his. Lordſhip: I re- 
turned no anſwer, as I was apprehenſive 
my Lord being ſuch. a eompleat maſter o 
eloquence, would eaſily perſuade me from 
a return. I was. 5 up the ladder 


when J heard my woman exclaim, Oh! for 


God's ſake, Sir, get up, the vile wretch. 
bas made her eſcape at laſt. Theſe ex- 
pPreſſions, which were utter'd/ire a moſt fu- 
rious tone of voice, rende d me inſenſible- 


to every danger, but that of being in the 
power of this tyrant again; for which rea- 
ſon I ſuffered myſelf to be hurried: into a 


earriage with fix horſes, Which drove off 
with incredible ſwiſtneſs. We travelled all. 


znight, as his Lordſhip proteſted that if the 


fatigue would not impair. my health, he. 


would travel both night and day, till we 


arrived at Scotland, that our fates. might. 


be ane united, and then the raſn, 1a--. _ 
Venn F 5 1 conliderate: 3 
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_ _ ronſiderate ſeverity of a parent vould no 
longer be dreaded, when the marriage ce- 
remony had made me all his 'own. | This 
declaration of my Lord, had quelicd the 
bation which 1 found riſing in my 
 Joul; and I now imagined him the moſt 
noble, moſt generous of men: but how 
foon, how fatally, was I undeceived in my 
conjectures relating to his Lordſhip's diſ- 
poſition, when I found his ill meant aſſi- 
duity, and pretended generoſity of mind, 


went no further than a covering to he 


hiſtory. We arrived at an inn che next 


was poſſible for art and falſehood o 
vent! But why ſhould I wiſh. to render 
Lordſhip culpable! Ne, it was my own 
irreparable indiſcretion that has rendered 
me miſtrable for ever; and I will now 
morten my moſt deplorable and wretched 


blackeſt and moft villainous defign chat 


evening, where after partaking of alittle 
refreſhment, we intended to — on 
our journey; when a gentleman, who had 
been inquiring for my Lord, was intro- 
duced by the waiter; his Lordſhip feem'd 

aſtoniſned at meeting with his friend. After 

a ſhort converſation; aſide, my Lord intro- 
duced the gentleman to me as a 4] 
man, and his particular friend, 

- was agreeable to me, he could 


it it 
the 


Ceremony 


r } 


ceremony to be performed immediately, 
as it would ſave us both a fatiguing jour- 
ney, and then my character would be ne 
ſuſpected. Your Ladyſhip will con- 
ceive I did not heſitate long in kg 
his Lordſhip's ſolicitations, but joytully 
2 cet 
remony was. inſtantly performed. We con- 
tinued at the inn that evening, and the 
next day (our intended journey for Scot- 


land being rendered unneceſſary) we re- 
turned to town, but not before my Lord 
had extorted à promiſe from me, not to 
divulge our marriage; as his uncle, who 
was poſſeſſed of a conſiderable fortune, in- 


filted upon his marriage with another 


Lady, and would certainly diſinherit him, 
Mould he come to the Knowledge of our 
union. When we arrived in town, his 
Lordſhip conducted me to ſome elegant 
apartments which he had commiſſioned 


' © his friend, who had arrived before us, to- 


make his .ſcrvants prepare fit for my re- 
ception. I now looked. upon myſelf as 
the happieſt of human beings; and the 
only wiſh I had in my power to entertain, 
as I then imagined, was a reconciliatio 

with my father, which IL imparted to my 
Lord, who appeared ſurpriſed at my ami- 
able diſpoſition, as he termed it, in re- 
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ceiving ſuch unmerited, cruel treatment, 
and then ſolicit forgiveneſs. No, a Lady 
whom he had the honour to call the miſtreſs 
of his ſoul, and arbitreſs of his fate, ſhould 
never ſubmit to any one.“ —But here is 
another interruption; | Sir John Cecil begs 
leave to folicit the honour of five minutes 
converſation ] cannot be et rey to 
refuſe him thus ſmall a” | 5 


ht 5 / © "And fo aden, ay gear. 5 
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Belt woiie lei in my Jail; * 
of the humiliating meſſage from Sir 
Fa Cecil; but the purport of the con- 
verſation was to. ſolicit. che honor of my 
hand at a private ball in the mag ao 
I had, at firſt, declared inten- 
tions of ſtaying at home; but 5 Sin John 
Cecil has fuch an ingratiating way with his. 
folicitations, that it is impolible for a. 
—_— to withſtand him: I therefore 
my reſolution, and promiſed to 
, requeſt, if my brother 
wo baren me. I make no doubt 
will imagine it very extraordinary, 
E 
never appearing in public without him. 
Rb | : Indeed, - 


—Kä—— — — — —— —— ꝛ — — — — — - 


die an 61d maid): but lead them on with 


agu, and ſhun” your oon 
m dear, I will give you a fetch of their 
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Indeed, ſince my entrance into polite life, 
we have acquired the character of an har- 
monious family; and every perſon who as 
an unruly child, deſires them to copy the 
behaviour of my Lord and Lady Caroline 
Rivers. So now, how will you ſupport the 
character that you have honored me with? 


But while I am upon this ſubje&, give me 


leave to intimate to you, the diſpoſitions 
of our town beaus in general, which you as 
a country lady are not acquainted with, 
very probably, and then I will finiſh Miſs 
Harriot's recitals. In the Arſt place, if a 


. gentleman pays his addreſſes to you, and 


you ſhould nor approve of him, you muſt 
not give him an immediate denial: N 
when you have acquired that cenſnrinus 


character, you miuſt, av you will fin no 


means to facilicate an 


e, abſalutely 


the hopes one time or other of obtaining 


your confer. Now the only reſource that 

a female can apply to, ' when ſhe wants to 

- preſerve the afteCtions'of the object ſhe has 
an eſteem for, is to-kerp them in perpetual 


apprehenſions: Should you ſeem fond, 
they in requitaĩ will ſedulouſly avoid your 
ation. Now, 


cha- 


[ III 1 


characters in general, and at dhe ſume time 
deg the gentlemen's pardon for ſpeaking 
e it I am 
tire, in a lady's eetnparing chem to a 
ſpaniel, who (the ſeverer you treat him, 
will Ike you the better; eee we 
t chem beyond the power of apprehen- 
hw they will laugh * when preſent, 
and ridicule us when abſent, for fond be- 
lieving, 1 was going to ſay, fools, in yield- 
ing before we allowed them the pleaſure of 
a purfuit. However, I am tired of this pic- 
ture, fo will finiſh MiſsHarriet's hiſtory in her 
"own words. My Lord and ſelf had Hike 
to have had an altereation concerfimg my 
3 when OT of _— 


his 3 
queſtion; but 7 * . 
father's dag rens unknown to 9 
Mip. I therefore (wrote a lettet to my 
father, which I will commit to your Lady- 
_"Hip's care, together wich the anſwer 
1 received. Bot, goed heavens ! how can 
I deſeribe, or any one imagine the agohiz- | 
ing tortures that experienced, when my 
- Father's letter informed me, that J was not 
merried; Gehring me wat the ſame time, 
never to trouble him again, as it was a 
diſgrate to the family, even to repeat the 
ene neee 


che 


— 
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the diſpleaſure of a parent, when my ſhame 
forbid. me applying to any one in my ſitu- 


ation. The idea of bringing diſhonor upon 
an ancient and honorable ily, entirely 
deprived me of reaſon and I continued _ 
lirious for upwards of three months; 

which time my ee of ew that I had re- 
ceived a letter from my father, acquaint- 


ing me with the particulars of my wretched 


fate, which was the cauſe of my indiſpo- 
ſition. He then * every — his 
power to regain, as he very pro ima- 
gined, my loſt affections, vowing an un- 
alterable paſſion for mei and proteſted that 
he would make every reparation, ſaying, 


no one ſhould have - him, to commit 


ſuch a villainous arte had not the ap- 
prehenſion of my union with another over- 
ee his reaſon. But in ſhort, to ſhow 


me chat he valued. my love beyond riches, 


. would, if I could deſire it, forfeit his uncle's 


eſtate, and marry me me immediately; but 


then our poſterity muſt ſuffer ſeverely. for 
our indiſcretion. No, my Lord, anſwer'd 


5 haſtily, I have a ſoul which is not ſuſ- 


- ceptible of rendering any one miſerable. 
3 we have lived i in love, but ſince 
I am convinced that it was an unlawful 
paſſion, will, if I find a 1 of do- 


200 it, eraſe your remembrance from ins. 
F mind. 
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mind: Great God! ed my Lord, 
my dear, adorable — cannot think of 
mom with me? Yes, my Lord, our fates 
have ordained it, and we muſt ſubmit. I 
will exile myſelf from the eyes of the world 
for ever; and your Lordſhip may yet ex- 
| pep oe felicity with an amiable lady, who 
has a fortune adequate to your own. Cr 
cruel; girl! returned his Lordſhip. And 
do you imagine I will ſupport life when 
you baniſh yourſelf from my preſence ? 
No! yourſelt ſhall behold. the ſacrifice that 
I will render to your charms. I had ne- 
ver ſeen his Lordſhip in ſuch an agony be- 
fore, and began to imagine that he had a 
ſincere affection for me; and, indeed, I 
complied with his criminal requeſt of con- 
_ , tinuing with him as a miſtreſs, till the diſ- 
ſolution of his uncle, as I was confident I 
bad no one to whom 1 could apply for 
Protection, fince my. father had diſowned 
ob for 8 Aboug gen months after 
my inſiſted upon accompanying 
me to a public aſſembly, to which I will- 
angly conſented as I had not been to one 
ſince I quitted my home. But upon en- 
2 the room, to add to the mortiſica- 
tion of a kept woman, which my imagina- 
told me every one knew, his Lord- 
to ſolicit the honour of another 


"OM - 


tion 
* 
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lady to be his partner for the ba 
which his friend, the pretended clergyman, 
informed me, was the lady that his uncle 
had fixed on for my Lord; and their nup- 
2 to rede 
enſuing week. Rage, grief, and de- 
ſpair — took pofleinen of of my ſoul, 
and I now reſolved to leave him, and ſub- 
mit to the crueleſt death, rather than truſt 
to ungrateful man's perlidy more. Dur- 
ing my cohabitation with his Lordſhip, 1 
had found out a perſon who had lived as 
houſe-· maid formerly in our family, but 
now kept a hoſier's Wap in the city. To 
her I related my ſtory, and ſhe promiſed 
to x for me in a noblertian's | 
jf I would condeſcend to be a ſervant. 1 
told her, that I would prefer the moſt ſer- 


vile labour to living any longer in difho« 


nour; but my character was the point in 
2 Oh, replied ſhe, I leno your 
| y, and will miyſelf procure you a cha. 
rater. I was fativhed in this point, th ere. 
fore took no notice uf my intentions to his 
Vordſhip, who apolagized for his beha- 

viour towards me: I replied it wis very 
imtraterial, and dropt the ſubhject directly. 
In too days after I had the pleafure w un- 
derſtand your Ladyſhip was in immediate 
| IN Cas I made application with 
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„„ 
ſacteſs, and the lady from whom you had 
my character, was impoſed upon by the 


belief of my having quitted my friends on 


accbunt of a — marriage. The day 
I enteted your Ladyſhip's ſervice, I left a 


letter for my Lord, the copy of which 1 


cominit to your bare with the others. 
When my Lord had read it, he was like a 
diſtracted perſon, running about the ftreers 
enquiring of every one, if they had ſeen 
me, at the ſame time deſeribing my per- 
ſon; and offering a reward of five trundred 
pounds to any one who could give infor. 
mation where I was, Finding this fcheine 
would not anſwer, he has advertifed” mie 
fot a week together; but I àm determined 
to keep to my teſolution ET Him! 
And now, eker I have infor 
Ladyſhip of 
not, "unleſs you have the condeſcending 
goodneſs of an angel, afford protection to 
uch a etch as I am; But yet I um not 
abandoned 'to wickedheſs.; and 
che mercies of the Almigh- 
ty Power, to become a ſincere 
— The agony the expreſſed 
ing thoſe laſt words, depri 


en m: 


power of urterance, and Looutd willy unf. 
wer with my tears. When I had recovered 
8 to tell me the 


name 


my lamemable life, „ 


hope in 
tent.“ 


2 


7 x uy 8 He th 
at of the nobleman who was ſuch a vit- 
lain; but ſhe refuſed in ſuch modeſt terms, 
faying, « No; though he had not behav- 
ed well to her, yet ſhe had tod tender an 


affection remaining for her undoer, to ſuf- 


fer him to be the town-talk through her 
means.” However, the other day I re- 


ceived a card from Lord Rake, which 
Harriot delivered into my * or in- 


tended to deliver, when a ge n took 


poten of her frame, and it dropped. 


am very apprehenſive it is his Lordſhip - 


who has "ved. her ruin, or why ſhould 


the card cauſe ſuch evident emotion? But 
then ſhe ſaid his Lordſhip has an uncle, 
which Lord Rake has not; neither is his 


Lordſhip, engaged to any lady. I am to- 
tally loſt in a labyrinth of conjectures re- 


ſhe ſeems reſolutely; determined to keep a 
Profound ſecret. Do give me your ad- 


lative to this unhappy girl; and it is im- 


oe! to have juſtice done her,..unleſs 


chooſes; to divulge the name, which 


vice, Louiſa, upon this important occa- 


eee hoceader hin appy, if I 


ind the. leaſt probability gf, doing i6._ 


which ſhe committed t my cares you mult 


not ſuffer any] one to ſee then, not.cyen 


| | Jour mother. a en den 


. 

me a viſit at my town reſidence, and in 
return I will ſpend a month with you in 
the fummer ; but in all probability your 
mother will be apprehenſive: of us 
conſequences, if ſhe commits you to the 
care of a coquette! 
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MISS HARRIOT + Leon die ot Tun no- : 
NOURABLE MR. 


ee MY ever-to-be-revered and honour- 
© ed father will, I am confident, upon the 
5 © of this letter from a run-away 
chuck forgive the fooliſh indiſcretion, 
* and attribute it to youth and inexperi- 
« ence; if ſhe has committed a fault in 
8 making her eſcape, to be united with 
« my Lord -----, in the moſt humble and 
« ſincere manner I entreat your forgive- 
« neſs: by the aſhes of my dear departed - 
« mother, by the affections you have per- 
> y ſhown- towards your child, and 
by a more binding tye, the petition of 
my now breathleſs mother, I implore 
de your forgiveneſs in committing this firſt 
« offence, contrary to an indulgent pa- 
« rent's commands: But you may rely 
ic upon my honor, when I aſſure you that 
I would never have ſuffered the idea of 
«2a —_—_ n to enter my, till then, 
. ' cc generous 


| 


5 


« generous breaſt, had I not been com- 


ce pelled to it, through the apprehenſion 


« of your ſtill 23 — reſolution 
cc you had formed, of . 
& obedience with your — 0 
c neither would I have behaved. with 
et ſeeming-duplicity towards you, in Uhich 


Jon myſelf criminal, had it not been 
to the perſuaſions of an bag 


“ for yielding 
* bandoned,. vile, profligate being, who, 
c like an ungenerous ſerpent, aimed, at 
<« devouring, the friend who had afforded 
cc her aſſiſtance and protection when in 

« adverſity; But, Heaven be praiſed, ber 
< repeated efforts to compleat my ruin 
« — rendered me the happieſt of hu- 
% man beings, if I could procure my fa- 
te ther's fargiveneſs: I will therefore con- 
vert the ſubject, that concerns a worth · 
“ leſs woman, into a bold effort to regain 
* the loſt affections of an only parent; 


* Fl 2 every art of perſuaſion to make 
or 


e him forget his anger; I will be pre- 
<«. ſuming — to inform him, that 1 
© cannot deſiſt, from importuning till 
ehe promiſes. to reſtore me to his affec. 
«< tions. I have ſearched into the bottom 


cc of my ſoul to know by what means 1 
«© may regain his extinguiſhed love for the 


1 870 n pledge of an adored con- 


4 = 
60 10. 2 
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ee ſort. Oh! could the remains of my 
tc dear mother utter ſounds articulate, ſhe 
te would, I am thoroughly convinced, 
& plead for her unhappy Harriot; un- 
© Happy and unfortunate in incurring a 
« moments diſpleaſure from an adored fa- 
« ther. Oh! think, Sir, recolle&, my 
e dear father, the laſt prayers of my mo- 
e ther; I ſtill retain the remembrance of 
s her dying voice in my ears. Never force 
your child to marry any one againſt her 
te own inclinations, was her perpetual re- 
s queſt; but why ſhould I entertain an 
cc idea that my father will refuſe me his 
ee forgiveneſs, when he confiders that, 1 
te have not depreciated his dignity, but 
rather heightened it, by my union with 

e my Lord ; for though I have re- 

. « fuſed a country ſquire, who was my ut- 
tt ter averſion, J at the ſame time united 
* myſelf with a nobleman for whom I had 

&« contracted a fincere affection, and one 
«© who had yo mercenary motives to ſatisfy, 
x very diſcernable to the world in gene- 
_—_ by his generouſly declining to ſoli- 

« cit a fortune from your hands, and has 

« defired me to inform you, that the only 

« requeſt he has to make is your forgive- 

& neſs, and to receive us into fayour once 

“ more, which his Lordſhip and I am con- 

e dent 


” 


| | _= * ” Nr Ty 22 
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[ 128 ] 


fident you will not heſitate long in yield- 

ing to our united entreaties, as you will- 

find in every ſtage of life, when lovers 

fix a reſolution to be united, it is im- 

pole: tb divide. chem. T therefore 
g leave to ſubſcribe myſelf your ever 

dutiful daughter, 

& | 
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1 MR. e e 70. 
MISS . bree, 


£ 


* 


« MOST atrocious flanderer, having 
renounced the endearing and affection- 


ate title of father, ſince you choſe to 


fly from my protection, to cohabit with 
a 10 Air monſter, this is to inform 
you, that I have received your 3 


letter ; and to convince you that I 


the ſame attention to it that I woul 8 
the writer, was ſhe preſent, burnt it 
before I had read the contents over, 
which, in my opinion, are of a piece 
with yourſelf, full of diſſimulation.— 

I preſume you imagine you can eaſily 
impoſe upon my credulity, to take you 
under my protection once more; but] ſo- 
N proteſt, 1 in the moſt ſolemn man- 


5 'S} ! a | 3 Ws, . 
4. * 9 


4 w# . 


'% 123 1 


4 ner, tor the future I will take no no- 
« tice of you. No, let the wretch to 
« whom you - have proſtituted yourſelf, 

<« protect you when in „ which I 


.«« am confident he will not: But let 
& what misfortunes will betide you, ne- 


« yer apply to me for relief, as I have 
« renounced the very idea of being re- 
« lated to you; nay, I even imagine it 
ce ig à reflection thrown upon me at the 
« very mention of Harriot, moſt deteſted, 


* odious name, the repetition of which 
is ike a dagger to my Content 


<«-yourſelf, if you can, when I affure you 
6 that I ſhould. not haye troubled myſelf 


ein writing, nor you in reading this, had 
< it not been to check, or rather daſh 


« your aſpiring. preſumption, . in daring to 
e appeal to the aſhes of your happy mo- 


« ther, whole: ſpirit is now a ſaint in hea- 
ven, and whoſe curſes you have provok- 


0 ed to alight on your guilty head, in 
« running off with a man, and reſigning 
« the remainder of your unhappy life to 

« proſtitution . but what have I done 2 
« Have I been abſurd. enough to imagine 
ce you are the offspring of my too amiable. _ 
« Nancy ? No, forbid,, it heaven, forbid 
cc it every power that rules above! Some 
K . 8 like yourſelf has * 

0 


+1 


TS 
<c the audacity to change you in your in- 
fancy, and ſo has impoſed upon my too 


4 eaſy credulity ; and yon vainly imagined 


<. to carry on the farce in the ſame ſtyle. 

c But no, heavens be praiſed who hath per- 
* mitted me to diſcover the fraud! it is 
too thin a diſguiſe to remain any longer 
C a doubt of your being a ſubſtitute. You 
* ſay you are completely happy at pre- 
<-ſent, heavens grant you may always 
continue ſo, as I ſhal] not. uſe my in- 


_ * fluence to fuch an illicit purpoſe, of ei- 


« ther-retarding or lengthening your fe- 


city; but when want, miſery, and fa- 
„ mine ſtare you in the face, you will be 
« ſo kind as to recollect, that you will 


cc find no reſidence in a habitation of 
« mine, as you have long fince forfeited 


er all right to expect protection, in ſhort, 


ec from any one with whom J have, or 1 
« have any concern. But while you 
« of fortune, generoſity, and diſcernment, 


e give me leave to explain to your Lady- 


« ſhip, if I muſt give you that appella- 
« tion, What right you had to my eſtate 


e and fortune. While T confidered you as 


” y child, I regarded yeu as an heireſs to 


de one of the richeſt 7 entlemen in thoſe 


TH parts, and found an honeſt well diſpoſed 


- nn with whom you might have 
3 | 


4 mo. 


E nas F 


* been, to uſe your own e megan; the: 
' happieſt of human bei ad you en- 
tertained the idea of Teig an honeſt: 
| peat oe life; but you. choſe. rather to 
in it in conſpicuous diſhonour, and 
5 it in obſcure ſhame. However, 
you muſt baniſh the hopes of a fortune 
4 from your breaſt for ever, as I have ſo- 
<< lemnly vowed; rather than you ſhould. 
<« enjoy it, to bury every thing which 1 
& have valuable in the earth before my 
«death. Therefore I would adviſe you 
to fave what you can, as you have no 
« expectation from me, and in the mean 
4 time permit me to with Te: e 
err lag SIT 1 8 5 


5 178 — 7+ 
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iss HARRIOT TO LORD ===-===, 


„ PARDON; my Lord; the 3 
« of a perſon who is at preſent firmly per- 


- 
* 
. « 


40 
<c 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
«c 


40 
ce 
r 


funded this will be the laſt time you will | 
be troubled on her behalf; and permit 
me to inform your Lordſhip at the ſame 


«© time, that I have revolved in my own 


mind the criminal, correſpondence which 
has. hitherto been carried on between us, 
and my reaſon has dictated a ſeparation. 


However cruel it may at firſt appear, is 


abſolutely neceſſary for our future re- 
poſe : therefore we muſt ſubmit to the 
divine will, which infifts upon our com- 
pliance, and ſtrive to forget, if poſſible, 


each other, and by a ſincere repentance 
. cc 


x. 


to merit forgiveneſs of a moſt juſtly pro- 
voked Creator. Yet, Oh, belore I take 
a Jong and laſt adieu, ſuffer me to give 
the man I once had, and ftill, in the 
midft of all my afflictions, continue to 
e a lincere rn for, a ſmall 

| 0 piece 


T7 1 
piece of advice; which is to intreat, hay 
{/umplore, chat he will never! betray ano. 
ther | re by the ſame baſe 
arts to which Ceinded KK fell a vic- 
tim, hut ſet my fall be a warningto-him, 
* and make him fly temptation, as he would 
obe foriesy of murderers} But perhaps 
Sehen the anforturate: Harriot is no 
more, when the! kind, and ſimcerely 
wih d dor, grave has emboſom'd all my 
$1 Jarrowss: you my be led by rhea | 
_ *omtereomylilaſt- unhappy! remains have 


4 been;inteated by ſame charitable Chrif- 5 


Satin who taking compaſſion on my 
83 hard, uurtlenting fate, have 
«,performed: the laſt friendly office for a 
at departed finher ; hen will s il con- 
ie ſcience take pollefion o F ee 
5 Tben and not ; 
_ +; you! bewail my | wretched tk 
, Gincetity'} Then wilt thou heap' bitter 
W :vephozohes,on thy on head, for betray- 
de ing vietues and ſeduring inmucence l But 
45 what. will that: avail me3.Oh, how wilt it 
4<rredich- me to kflenimy guilt, when I ar- 
A riye 44 the great ttibunal, whither,/ when 
les Lam no more: E muſt appear! Qh, ho 
-#-Uiadfully el de does it appear to my 
dam tuen how but what, muſt 
Ag it be wien abe Unit arrives to hear an 
9 judgment pronounced for 


— G 4 an 


35 


_ recite hom many victims haue 


eus name, that a family, We dh 1⁰ 
many ages paſt have been renowned for 
t honor and anceſtry, may hot teveive'a 


Se * 


1 * 1 


#. Th leading a wicked liſe ſe whichoyour too 


© ley ſelf eriſnared into.) Net why 
Id I"reproachiy6u; whoſe ſex in ge- 
0 neral- male it che whole: ſtudy: ofrtheir 
cenives to roam in ſearch of inhoecence, 
Which they delude, to darter Virtus fer 
1 infamy, and an Unblemiſhed reputation 
« for diſhondur! No, it is the wretched 
4 Hartiot that muſt ſuffer} ſeverehy ſuffer, 


4 for yielding to your uniawful, dx. 


* ſign. But grant me one reque ty and 


that is all I deſire.” e e 5 

licentious companion, 10 bse Syn 
Nabe. 

* neath your unbounded paſſiohg fpare, 


6% Oh, ſpare the ripaiioniomy bo odr 


2 blemiſn by having ſuch ; wretched! vi- 

«'&abond begin ging to them ! Feta ray 
ws of conſolation bo found Way to alleviate 
16 the afflictionz that are in reſerve); it 
ec hids me. perſẽ verein a ſmctre repentance, 
„and the Supreme Bring, Whois all met- 
nec eiful to wretched MA. when they 


de. truly and ſincefel of Werse their paſt 
cf conduct, WIII "bak we and up- 


ven hold megdwith his all . LS Eood- 
d nels, Nad pro tem: nigh ! 
1 b22nuonotg - 3 0 U gts Thertfore 

Sinan, > Dx 1 


L 129 P | 
oe «Therefore attend, as this will be the laſt? 
t time I ſhall aſk it:to my counſel. Would: 
you wiſh-to ſhare. true felicity, you muſt 
cc entertain the idea of receiving. it in the 
«ſtate of matrimony- with ſome lady, who. 
ce has all goodneſs of heart, humility; con- 
4 deſcenſion, and humanity joined: toge-- 
te ther; with ſuch a. one you cannot, Lam 
cc well. aſſured, fail to receive complete fe- 
« hcity, both in this life, and that which is. 
« everlaſting : But , you: muſt. think no 
« more of me, as that will appear.crimi- - 


„ nal in the. ſight of the Almighty, and: 


c ſuffer what has paſt to be buried in obli-- 
« yion, and your. own breaſt for ever. Vet 
4 ſhould you by. chance ever ſee my fa-- 

« ther again, clear my, reputation to him, 
c as much as you poſlibly can, without:en- 
ce. dangering your own, as. L would much: 
e rather endure the moſt. mortifying re- 
«« fletions, than hear that your Lordibip 85 
e reputation has received a ſtigma: A. 
60 ſtigma againſt which all your future life, 

4 ve cautiouſly and piouſly you may 
guide it, will be regarded light, when 
put in competition with one crime; the 
6 repetition of which will, I am convinced, # 
% give pain, therefore will put a period to- 

< this wofully experienced ſubject. But 

- << a I end this laſt addreſs, permit 
: | G. | 6" me 


. 


| % chou haſt beheld hy children's children 
tt arrive at the years of difcretion, mayſt 
4 thou, when. thy 7.3 is run, fink down 
e gently to reſt, and mayſt thou be Kindly 
1 ved in this life, and tenderly lamented 
«© when-no-more, is, and ſhall be the per- 


1 and ever 
* neee, 
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* yr dear 100 Cie, 1 W juſt 
received your laſt packet, which Cech 
the hi of that "nfortmate young crea- 
ture, Miſs. Harriot. I need not tell you, 
as you are perfectly acquainted with my 
iſ] on. e ſenſations of fi incere ſorrow 
Heepen that alternately took 5 ö 
econ. Mon of my breaſt upon the peruſal a 
We the . — 3 manner in which oat | 
appy young lady addrefles herſelf to 
bis Lordſhip, Toufficiently evinces the ex- 
teme A itation her mii muſt de in when 
writin; letter. Indeed, dear, her 
ituation': is to be commiſe W cin a 
ly wand 1 know not how to direct in ſuch 
BPM. e Ws as T am 


4120445. 5 wS 494 


* 1 4 
347-34 - Ty 


7 


T2 3 


very cautious, and in ſhort apprehenſive of 
guiding any one wrong, but eſpecially when 
they are ſo peculiarly. ſituated as. Miſs Har- 
riot is at preſent, as ſhe abſolutely refuſed 
to divulge the name of the nobleman by 
whom ſhe was fo, unfortunate to be ſe- 
duced, or that of her own family, will ut- 
terly prevent your rendering her any ſin- 

ular ſervice, was it in your power to do 
o; therefore I'muſt beg to be excuſed in 
regard to advice, unlefs I was thoroughly 
convinced it would be of uſe. But you 
fee, my dear, what horrid. circumſtances 


attend a, youn ag who; is im nt 


enough. to put Perle under the protection 
of one of che male ſex, eben they 
make uſe of every endeayour to, appear 


- amiable to our weak and too credulous 


ſex, who are too ſenſible to flatterx; nay, 
there are ſome 1 in the world that will adore 
any one who feeds. their Vanity 825 - 
would wiſh them to recollect t e fame - 

time, they who moſt flatter t cir vanity, 
have their eternal deſtruction in agita- 


tion. Ob, heavens,. how I ſhudder ©: a 11 55 
own ſex's credulity! But how wretch: 
and uncomfortable d by Ye ſenfations 


of Miss Harriot, who, bo uence, 
through repoſing too ach e 


in. the 1 ſex, finds herſelf Upon a 


level, 


1 ] 
leyel, and obliged to aſſociate with thoft 
who' very probably have attended in a me- 


nical capacity on her nigh relations. How 
ever, it is impoſſible for any one to ad- 
mixe her try Juſt es too much, 
a the does Honor to her ſex, in perſever- 
— to ſub tit to fervitude rather than 
ondur; and I muſt fay, was our. ſex in 
Fenn to follow her example after a mis- 
of this kind, it would redound 
very much to the honor of the Engliſh na- 

tion, and raiſe' them highly in the eſti- 
mation of the whole unierſe; and not 
only that, but it would prevent the pain of 
10 many poor wretches, who expire daily 
in a moſt deplorable condition, carrier A | 
through their own folly and indiſeretion, 
in yielding to an unlawful paſſion, rather 
than earn an honeſt} livelihobd in an in- 
duſtrious: manner. But I have often heard 
it remiarked;” that thoſe people who have 
been brought up to ſervitude: from their 
childhood will, for the ſake of dreſs, and 
Tdefire of becoming 333 run in- 
to. every exceſs, to gratify their vanity; 
Which; when they have accom iſbed;: by 
wing their virtue up to agen and 
commig a prey to. che moſt abandoned 
eb paſſions} in 2 ſhort time their Keeper 
grows tired of chem, . wathes. to aſs 
2420 Cover 
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cover charms ib a new. miſtreſa that they 


can no longer ſee in them C the poor de- 
haded wretch' muaſt then, as chere 8.0 
other reſource when her e is irre- 
parably boſt, fübmit to, ꝓroſtitute herfelf 
d 0Os every one, to obtain ſuhſiſt᷑ace and 48 
a ſhort time dies a wretched: ohject, un- 
pitied, and unlamented by any ene But 
have made « digreſſion here, whichin che 
beginning I did not intend, therefore Shall 
proceed no further with this, but inform 
yoo with the reſolution my mother has 
fix'd, which is, 3 ho py oat 
pearancr in * un your 
Codes diſpoſed of, as the fewer beau: 
ties I have to contend with, the ſurer will 
be the that 1 intend to obtaip 
'over the heart of ſome languiſning ſwain. 
So if you have any regard, or at leaſt 
would not with to 8 die a So 
antique vi as you Know very Well it 18 
— — heart, 
you will take Sir Edward Clements imme - 
diately, if it is only out of cormpaſſion to 
your deſolate friend. But nom that I have 
touched upon this fubje&, give me leave 
to aſł your Ladyſhip; hat yvur ittentions 
are witch regard to Sir Edward? Whether 
vou intend, after forne years a mater of flirta- 
your 


don, to render him lord 


122905 


will inſiſt v 


queſt of a heart, which has ſtood the at- 
tacks, and been inſenſible to beauty, till 


— 
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our own perſon, or preſent him to your 

Cons Gora, with the ſame grace that 
you would give a caſt gown to your wait- 
ing woman Here take my caſt off, for I 
vow and proteft 1 am ready to die, when 
my imagination ſuggeſts the idea of ap- 
pearing in company with the fool. So 
then 1 preſume that I am to make anſwer 
in the true waiting woman's ftyle, Thank 
your Ladyſhip, this will ſerve me nicely, 


bill 2 pleaſes to favour me with a 
new one, making a low curtſey at the ſame 


time. But don't you imagine to im 

upon your country friend; for I tell you 
I will have none of your caſt-offa, but 
gaining the glorious con- 


I make my appearance, and then ſubrnit 
to be bound in my chains. There's an 


. heroic ſpirit for you, my dear} Bleſs me, 
what have I been writing ? Oh, no harm, 


only a litile country advice to a faſhion- 


able lady. Yes, but have you conſidered 
the contequences, Louiſa, of defiving a 


faſhionable lady to be contented. with — 
firſt adnürer for a huſband? Oh fie 1 1 


always e | 
complete underſtanding ; I could not have 
inngined you were ſo deuoid of ſenſe, but 

| eſpecially _ 
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eſpecially: when that young lady bas ir- 
formed you that it is very unpolite - 
God bleſs me, I had quite forgot that! 
Well, you ſee the effects of a bad me- 
mory; but however, you muſt. forgive 
me, Caroline, and impute it to my zeal; 
of ſeeing you truly happy; and if you 
imagine my obſervations. are apocryphal, 
and founded upon ſelf: intereſt, keep in 
that opinion, if. you pleaſe.. Oh, no, not 
unleſs you are determined to diſpoſe of 
yourſelf the ſooner for it, as F don't wiſh. 
. you to be: prejudiced againſt me. But 
1 pray, my dear, what kind of a being 
is this Sir John Cecil, that you ſeem to- 
think ſo ingratiating? I hope he has not 
4 ingratiated himſelf into your favour, and: 
18 by. that. means entirely diveſted- poor - Sir: 
Edward of all hopes —What, Sir Edward 
/ again Well, there it is, the pen would 
write the name before I knew it; ſo if 
i! your Ladyſhip has any objection to make 
3 againſt it, L muſt beg the favour that it 
may be pointed at the pen, and not at 
your humble ſervant, as I abſolutely will 
not endure your chidings when I am not 
in fault. Another queſtion, and then 1 
| have done; yet remember: it does not re- 
| * | wry your Ladyſhip's lovers and admirers. 
Door Louiſa! Well, you can get none, child, 


9 2.4 ö ; Y/ 


I 97 } 

Lady Caroline has engroſſed them all to 
herſelf.” Oh, but this queſtion; you ſee my 
anxiety had:almoſt.put that out of my head; 
Pray, what kind of a heavenly diſpoſition 
has your adorable brother? Do, pray in- 
form me in your next. and I ſhall remain 
in the mean time, * 


| Your's 8 3 


nene Mendes 
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LADY CAROLINE 1. TO LADY 


"7 OVA * 


WELL, for my part, wonders wil never 
ceaſe, I firmly believe after this! Pray how 
many more may your Ladyſhip have to 
communicate ? But before I proceed, let 
| oy peruſe the letter once more, that 1 
be thoroughly convinced it is not 
BRkdons——Mo; it is not. Yet, ſtay—I de- 

clare I can ſcarce credit my own reading, 
and very much doubt whether I am not 
blind, or in all probability I may fee 
double! I could wiſh I had the Counteſs's 
ſpectacles by the fide of me at - preſent, 
and 1 would make an effort to rf the 
plainer through them. Well, but do you 
Py want a huſband? If ſo, I will ad- 
yertiſe for you my dear. Let me ſee, what 
a 2 the advertiſement be? — 0, 1 have iy 


24 now. 


| 1 ws } 

now. To the gentlemen. © Wanted, a 
buſband for a country lady of diſtinction, 
whoſe dear mother, will not permit her 
to viſit London, till a faſhionable lady, 


with whom ſhe has the honor to corre- 


ſpond, is diſpoſed of in matrimony; but 
that lady not being in ſuch haſte, the 
country lady has determined to provide 
for herſelf, by taking this method of com- 
eating it the more effectually. There» 
none need apply, but ſuch as are upon 
honor, as tlic lady is poſitively in earneſt. 
—P. S. He muſt have a large fortune 
of his on.“ There, my dear, I have 
drawn one: out in an inſtant, pleaſe to in- 
form me whether you approve of itz if 10; 
and you will ſend me the addreſs where 
the gentleman may apply, I will; out of 


mere 9 it in the Gazette 
for you. Well, heavens, ſay II when 
the prudiſh | Louiſa no longer miſs 


treſs of her tif deportment, declares her 
ſentiments frankly ; which are -O, ſhama 
to utter for a huſband | O thou profano 
ſmner; but I can plainly difcern that 1 
ſhall never make a pious chriſtian of you 
Why, you are totally abandoned to {elf 
intereſt I imagine, and don't care for your 
friend; but you little impertinent there, I 
das Juſt beginning to call names, when 

. | ſomeching 
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fomething like pride, aided by ſelf-conſe- 
quence, whiſper'd in my ear- Be above 
country folks; and now you have it in 
your power, ſhow the effects of town 
Politeneſs, which takes no notice of coun- 
try bred inſolence. It is very well you 
thought proper to recollect my advice 
concerning Sir Edward; you will do in 
time, with a little of instructions, ad- 
ded to your own reaſo 9 but don't you 
imagine that 1 ſhall reſign Sir Edward up 
to your diſpoſal. No, indeed 1 eſteem and 
revere him as a valuable friend, but not 
as a lover, though !---Sir John Cecil is the 
next you make mention af, and I pre- 
fume you would wiſh to be inform'd of the 
true ſtate of my heart. Know then, it has 
not received any indelible impreſſions as 
yet; neither am I under the leaſt appre- 
enſions that it will. But if I ſhould 
chance to receive a wound from Sir John 
Cecil, I have it in my power to heal it 
immediately, as I have totally engroſſed 
the hole of that gentleman's affections, 
fo that I am in no kind of danger in that 
reſpect, I will aſſure your Ladyſhip: 85 
was I obliged to remain with one of 
thoſe gentleman for the remainder of m 
life, it muſt be with Sir John; for thou 
eee W and 


Dt has; 


— 


. 
has ingratiated himſelf with my father and 
brother; yet I fincerely pity him, becauſe 
he has not that pleaſing affability which 
difplays itſelf to ſo much advantage in 
the behaviour of Sir John Cecil, and ſuf- 
ficiently evinces that the lady whoſe lot it 
may be to paſs her life with him, will 
have it in her power to enjoy real felicity. 
But though I make your Ladyſhip ac- 
quaimed with this intelligence, as a con- 
fidential friend and companion, don't i- 


—* 


magine that I have given Sir John any * 


hopes; neither did I bid him deſpair; 
which in my opinion he will not, till Jam 
fo cruel as entirely to bereave him of all 
hopes, which in all probability I may, 
ſhould ſome ſmart polite beau, juſt re- 
turn'd from his travels, preſent himſelf to 


my view, with intent to pay his devoirs 
to me; but chen he muſt bear the bell for 


dreſs, parade, and equipage, O, Louiſa, 
what a charming gratification does your 
mother bereave you of, that of enſnaring 
all the oppoſite ſex! Why, it is the only 
tranſport that J enjoy. What would you 
think, was a dozen of ſmart beaus to at- 


tend your levee every morning, to ſolicit 


the honor of eſcorting you to the Opera in 


the evening, where you would be admired 


by the beaus, and envied by the belles. 
n | „ 
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| 3 poor * e heart 
Vvould go pit-a-pat' for an hour together, 
and you would wiſh to be at home. A 
gentleman eng fat _ you would ſay 
very OD 3 ould Our Lad 7 
ſhip be ſo + oh he form loch a with, 
when you behold all the reſt of my ſex are 
in fuch ecſtacy, when you condeſcend to 
render life agreeable by your appearance? 
But what I ſhould imagine ſtill more flat- 
_ tering to a lady's vanity, is that you merit 
the envy of your own ſex in general, by 
poſſeſſing ſuch tranſcendent beauty ! Now 
inſtead of returning your acknowledg- 
ments like a-polite, well bred-lady to this 
compliment, I perceive your anfwer would 
be—No, Sir, that is the yery reaſon that I 
wiſh to go home, for I cannot endure to 
give pain, but eſpecially to my own ſex. 
This is your ſtupid anſwer; but it would 
be quite the contrary with me who have 
been inured to it ever fince—ever ſince 
when 0, ever ſince I left your peaceful 
habitation from whence you write. 1 
know it is impoſſible to Soc tpn 
heart, yet pray what ri ave you to ſay 
that 22 Had TT five ad- 


mirers, and did- I not bequeath them to 
your Ladyſhip? But if you had not the 
ſenſe to keep them, am I to blame who 

; Was 


„ 
was at the trouble! of enſnaring them for 
you. However, I will leave tfüs eriffing 
norifefſe, to inform you. of a Curious con- 
verlation ing 2 ſupported in a lively 
manner by Sit John Cecil and your 
ee ant; but I muſt give it you 
in a bonsiſe Manner 1 pe or you 
WIH think nothing of it. Well then, to be- 
gin: AS I Was Lids very 7 folitary alone 
in the wing erm, "Sir John Cecil's 
ee * ahnotnced by the ſervant; 
wheti! after the Uſual compliments, Sir 
John ſaid, Sure 1 cannot fail of being 
cothpleatly happy to-day, ſince I have 
begun it fo e ate. Why, Sir John, 
what glorieus deed has your beneficence 
effected to-day, that you promiſe yourſelf 
f much happineſs in tt? None, Madam; 
yet I experience the exquiſite erarifport of 
finding your Ladyſhip-alone, and in this 
ſavourable moment, which is propitious to 
my wiſhes, dare be bold enough to avow 
the moſt ſincere and ardent paſſion that 
ever entered into the breaſt of man. Bleſs 
me, Sir John, pray render your diſcourſe 
intelligible, cried I, affecting a ſurpriſe. 
Lady Caroline commands; and 1 muſt 
obey, returned he very gallantly, Taifing : 
my hand to his lips. Yes, I adore er, | 
molt W of your * ſex, and a__ 


s Tm N 
Will fen ever remain yaur c eternal erexngly ſlaves 
_ Yer ſuffer me to aſk you..qne. queſt ion, 
Sir John, and impute it not to icperti- 
nence, if I deſire to underſtand, how, you 
came ig acquire che h ortid title of, ny; 
ſlaxe ; I. declare, ſolemnly chat J. Pet ene 
retained the. moſt Fitant de 
| 1 oy with, Chains, ng weiche gan 2 
ever hearing. of a perſon who was. 
poſſeſſrd - of ſuchꝭ an unaccountable ; 
 firions; as to/jrender;themaſclyes voluntary 
flaves. Yes, madam; joe makes ene 
it love love. Pray, Sir John, excuſe. 
1iggorance, hut do you mean. love ribban dt 
becauſe if it is that procures, flayes, I Will 
fix a reſolution that I will not wear any 
other kind of ribband. whatever. Now 
you make a jeſt of iy. paſſion, Lady Caros 
line. Excuſe, me, Sit John, hut if it is got 
that, pray be ſo obligin as to inform me 
what this fame. love is; from what yon 
have already hinted upon this ſubject, 1 
find a e doubts raiſed concerning 
it. Lady Caroline muſt be informed, as 
ſhe is a perfect novice, in the art, (returned 
Sir John, with a fignificant archneſs) chat 
love is a God or Deity, commonly allow4 
ed to be the ſon of Venus; but according 
to a more chriſtian philoſophy, a paſſion 
ph. the.ſoul, that entirely ren us of 


odr 


aA 


t 8 1 


our reaſon, and ſeldom permits his vota- 
ries to make a right uſe of conſideration, 
In a word, he is a tyrant,” whoſe eruelty 


none eſcapes that inlifts under his ban- 
ners; yet this paſſionate tyrant of a god, 
domineers, tyrannizes, and rules over all 
mankind, in ſuch a ſubtle manner that free 
will is an abſolute ſtranger wherever he re- 


ſides, and no one but ſlaves and captives 


will inhabit his  dominions. Tet, their 


ſlavery is pleaſing, - captivity. charming, 


and ſubj ection voluntary. Pardon 

interrupting you, Sir John, yet if it is 
voluntary, you muſt be at liberty, and 
while you are at Jiberty, it is an impoſ- 


ſibility to be under ſubjection, ſo that you 


err extremely by taking upon yourſelf the 
ignominious title of a ſlave, if you include 


Js as your Ladyſhip ſays, becauſe we ſolicit 
r 


for what we endure, yet at the ſame time, 
this ſolicitation is forced, and this force 
voluntary, Tou 


pear to be, very 
yerſed'in the art 0b love, Sir John; ths 
imagine it almoſt an impoſſibility 5 A 


and ſtatutes of love. Your Ladyſhip will 


 excule my abrupt 1 er but in the 
be N of our — tion, W wiſhed 


to 


yourſelf in the number of thoſe that you 
have already mentioned. We are at liber- 


gentleman to obſerve faithfully all the laws 


RR 


t 6 1 5 
to appear ignorant of my diſcourle, yet I 
find you are eloquent, ſenſible, and intel- 
ligent i in all thoſe arts, which do, or can 
3p rtain, to that- deity -love, for 1 pro- 
that I never heard love kept laws and 
9 — No, whoever- doubted it beſides 
ourſelt ?: But to convince you what ſlender 
Opes 29" can form of engaging my affec- 
tions, I will ftrive to make you ſenſible 
of the-difficulty, 'by 3 out the hard- 
ſhips that you in all probability will en- 
dure, mould you be ſo valiant as to perſiſt 
in your deſign. Well, I am perfectly 
convinced that I ſhall be a very apt ſcho- 
lar, if Lady Caroline will condeſcend to 
Confer weh an unmerited honor, as that 
of receiving me under her tuition. O, 
| = are very polite Sir, John, but I muſt 
Inform you of the idea that I entertain of 
love, and the qualifications that a lover 
requires to combat with; that is, if he is 
determined to . ee are vonfbrmable 
to the letters of the alphabet; for as chil- 
dren are taught to read from thence, fo 
love will have all that engage, under his 
banners, to make uſe of them too. Well 
what are they? Why, in the firſt place, Sir 
John, a lover muſt be-- Aſſiduous as | 
ble Brave in every alpeck.-Con fan. 
* the laſt woenf of his- * Diſcxeor 


in 


3 
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in his conduct Eloquent in his ſpeech - 
Flattering in his converſation to me - Gay 
in his carriage — Honeſt in his principles 

 —= Ingenious in his manners — Keen in 
anſwering a repartee — Liberal in his purſe 
Modern in his equipage— New in his 
appearance every time I ſee him - Open 
hearted in aſſiſting his fellow creatures — 
Polite in his diſcourſe— Quiet if 1 chooſe 
to tantalize him Reaſonable in a requeſt 
—Senfible of an injury — Tender of a 
Lady's reputation — Vigilant in his endea- 
vours to pleaſe— Unhappy when I am in- 


75 diſpoſed Worthy of my affections - Xan- 
g tippe's friend, if I chuſe to ſcold—Young 
: in deceit—And to end the alphabet, aZany, 
; if I chooſe to render him fuch. Why, re- 


plied Sir John, - ſmiling, theſe titles and 
qualifications which you require in a lover, 
appear ſome of them to be ſuperfluous; 
but however, to conyince you that I am 
no gull ſtudent, I will, if your Ladyſhip 


1 chooſes to permit me, inform you what'T - 
5 E in a Lady. Certainly, Sir- John, 
1 _ otherwife I ſhould imagine myſelf very 
x unjuſt ; beſides, I with to learn what kind 
. | | 95 a genius my ſcholar is poſſeſſed of. All 
4 | that J require in a Lady, returned he, is to 
* be—Artleſs in her manners Beautiful in 
in her face Careful of her own reputation 


H2 ' Dilengaged 


E WJ „ 

Diſengaged from affectation Expeditious 
in concluding a love affair Favourable 
in her opinion of me - Generous to a de- 
ee - Harmonious in her voice Indif- 
3 to every male being, but myſelf 
Kind to me alone — Lovely in herſelf— _ 


Modeſt in her deportment - Neat in her 
Areſs - Open in her diſpoſition---Pious in 
her devotions---Qualified for a polite Lady 
---Reciprocal in her attachment to me- 
Serious if requiſite---True to her promiſe 
---Virtuous above all her  ſex---Uncom- 
monly ſenſible---Weary in the purſuit of 
pleaſure----Xantippe's foe----Young in 
years and Zealous for. my welfare, There 
Lady Caroline, - I have with difficulty pro- 

ceeded in an alphabetical language, and. 
though it is not ſo elegantly placed as 
your own, yet 1 muſt do myſelf the 
juſtice to ſay, that it contains by far 
the moſt reaſon; and not having the 
Done Sep be acquainted with another 
Lady who deſerves _ theſe juſt encomi- 
ums ſo truly. as your Tang muſt 


ſolicit” the honor of your acceptance of 
- my perſon, as- your only devoted flave 
and admirer, How now, Confidence, do 
you imagine that I am indifferent to 
every male being but yourſelf, or zealous 
for your welfare only? Did ever any 2 

| Prot | + ear 
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| hear ſuch downright preſumption I Your 


Ladyſhip will pardon me for offending 
undeſignedly, as I did not ſay that you 
were yet; I cheriſhed the ſineere hopes 
that you might in future. Before F had time 
to reply, fome other viſitors were an- 
nounced, and then we diſcourſed an in- 


different ſubjects. But you will no doubt 


imagine this a moſt unaccountable court- 


ſhip; yet while I have been entertaining 


myſelf with this, your innocent Ladyſhip 
has been upon the unſpeakable rack of 


| fuſpence and anxiety, apprehenſive that I 


ſhall fail ſending you a deſcription of my 
truly amiable brother: but don't enter- 
tain miſtaken imaginations, child, for I 


can aſſure you moſt faithfully, that he 


yoys. a heavenly diſpoſition, with a gen- 
— beautiful — have, as 8 A 
in one of my former letters, reſerved 
him for your Ladyſhip, as I am con- 
vinced it is impoſſible for you who are 


an amiable piece of ſtill life, to render any 


gentleman unhappy; therefore, there is 
no neceſſity to throw away caſh upon ad- 
vertiſements, as I have already procured 


you a huſband, and if you ſhould not ap- 
prove of him, it is but applying to the 


newſmonger at laſt: you underſtand me L 


preſume 1 Let upon ſecond thoughts you 


| 0 4 3 : 
are cruel, becauſe you would not ſend me 
your advice concerning Miſs Harriot, as 
you muſt be, ſenſible 4 cannot act entirely 
from my own diſcretion ; therefore, muſt 
inſiſt that you will ſend your advice in 
the, next, and in the mean time I ſhall re- 
Wein pours. 
| : CanoLiNe Rivers, 


* 


———— 4 —— — PPP ˙ ü . EE Aon A ee 
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LETTER THE FIFTEENTH. 


LADY LOUISA. BRAUMONT 7 ro LADY | 


| CAROLINE RIVERS. 5 
1 SHOULD i imagine myſelf very 3 
e ard underſtanding, was I not 
to return my moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments to your Ladyſhip, ' for your un- 
bounded, diſintereſted generoſity, in ſo 
gracefully propoſing to inſert an adver- 

- tifement in the Gazette; but I muft beg 
leave to decline your generous propoſal, 
as totally — Lady Caroline Rivers 
having en * offered to referye - 

5 —— brother for me; yet as you are 


o ſtrenuous in your ſolicitations, I will to 
ee, you, draw one out, though it will 
the reverſe of the one you were 
2 ging to ſend me a ſketch of; and 
wo obliged to your: Ladyſhip if you 
r | 
+ 


E 
it. © To the Nobility, Gentry, and Public. 
This is to give notice of a loſs that has 
been ſuſtain d, or more properly ſpeaking 
an audacious theft, which has lately been 
diſcovered to have been ſucceſsfully ' put 
in execution againſt the left fide of a lady. 
8 ſmall red heart, ſtuck with the darts of 

id, which appears impenetrable as a 
— a to the fight, yet if a perſon would 
but flatter its vanity, it will inftaritly diſ- 


ſolve to the ſubſtance of moiſt ſugar. 
I) beſe are the ſymptoms by which it may 


be known; but a friend of the Lady's is 
horridly alarmed, as ſhe is under dreadful 
3 — that it is in the poſſeſſion of 
Sir John Cecil, a gentleman who is re- 
marked for his. affability and / polite con- 
verſation; therefore, a confidential friend 
and companion of the Lady's would eſteem 
it a particular favor, if Sir John has it in 
his poſſeſſion, that he will be ſo obliging 
as to return it to Lady Caroline Rivers, 
Berkley Square.” Nom in my humble 
opinion, and with all due ſubmiſſion to 
your Ladyſhip's ſuperior wit and under- 
ſtanding, 1 think myſelf praiſe worthy in 
evincing ſo much ſolicitude for your future 


welfare, after treating me in ſuch a con- 
temptuous ſtile. But however, it is the 


| | peel EO I IO 3 _ 


. 
evil, ſo I perform the duty our Creator 
bas exacted; while you, ignorant of the 
ſenſe of the word, appear a wicked ſinner. 
As to the curious converſation that paſſed 


between you and Sir John, 1 think, to- 


declare the real ſentiments of my mind, 
that it is equally trifling and abſurd; but 
on the whole Sir John's. contain'd the moſt 
ſolid ſenſe, as it is highly requiſite for a 
female, in whatever ſtation of life ſhe may 


appear, to preſerve her reputation from 


ſcandal. But why ſhould you be angry 
with me for witholding my advice, when 
I have not as yet had experience ſufficent? 
or even if I had, I would abſolutely re- 
fuſe to give it, without Miſs Harriot choſe 
to inform you of the nobleman's title. 
No for inſtance, was I to defire hu to 
accuſe Lord Rake of fuch a baſe proceed 
ing, time, that alone diſcovers truth, might: 
convince” you that you had injuredꝭ that 
nobleman in ſuſpecting him of ſuch a vile 
action; and not only that, but you: muſt 
make his Lordſhip acquainted with the: 
particulars of that unfortunate lady's: life, 
which will be no longer a ſecret, for in all 
probability my Lord may inform his friends. 
of it; they will tell it to others, ſo that by 
this means it will travel the world half over . 
in leſs than twenty-four hours, when that 
8 1 unhappy 
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unhappy girl may diſcover herſelf to 10 
the public town talk, entirely through 
your indiſcretion in divulging her ſecret, 
which you a ſhort time ſince had plighted 
your faith to preſerve inviolate from every 
Tou would inſtantly reproach me 


WE 44 
for leading you into ſuch an error, ſay ing, 
Had it not been for you, I ſhould not have 


entertained the idea of ſuch an unaccount- 


able raſh expedient; ſo then I muſt en- 


dure the mortifying reflection, as I ſhould 
find it an impoſſibility to vindicate my in- 
nocent intentions. Yet, ſtay, I have juſt 


thought of ſomething that may, if cau- 


tiouſſy executed, terminate very much to 


the advantage of Miſs Harriot, and tend 


21 ſatisfy your curioſity; and if it 


1 pen to be Lord Rake they will 
— them ſuſpe& your deſign, as 1 


imagine Miſs Harriot would not chooſe 


to make you acquainted with every par- 
ticular of the nobleman's character; for 
ſhe might be apprehenſive you would 
trace the original from the eee and 
has therefore deviated in ſome de 

it. Do, pray try to recollect, gun paſbble, 
the features of the lady you 


ſmeding tears at the time you was dancing 
. with Lord Rake; for indeed I am con- 


firmed-1 in my opinion of Mifs Harriot be- 
| ing 


LY f xs T 
ing the identical perſon, and in all proba- 
bility my Lord's friend might inform her 
that you were the Lady deſigned for his 
Lordſhip. But you ſay Lord Rake has 
no uncle; how ſhould Miſs Harriot know 
that, if his Lordſhip choſe to impoſe upon 
her credulity ? or, even if ſhe had arrived 
at the knowledge of the impoſition that 
had been practiced againſt her, do you 
imagine that ſhe would infarm your Lady- 
hip of every circumſtance: that occurred? 
— Pam me, Miſs Harriot undoubt- 
edly ſuppoſes you have no right to under- 
ſtand more than ſhe thinks _—_— intruſt 
you with. But, however, you will be im- 


patient to learn by what ſtratagem this in- 


vention is to be effected, and recollect at 
the ſame time that wiſdom is an excellent 
accompliſhment, therefore attentively read 
the following lines, which you are to uſe 
| pour own diſcretion in the completion: 
Send your compliments to Lord Rake one 
morning, and deſire his Lordſhip's imme- 
diate attendance, which he as a polite gen- 
tleman cannot refuſe; and he mult be in- 
troduced into your drefling room, where 
Miſs Harriot and you muſt be in deep 
canverlation, that ſhe may not find an op- 
Portunity to eſcape. Upon the entrance of 
his Lordſhip you muſt obſerve moſt at- 
8 H 6 tentively 


6 2 | 
tentively the countenance of both the lady 
and gentleman, and if you cannot perceive 
any alteration be aſſured our conjectures 
are without foundation, and that his Lord- 
ſhip has received an injury by our baſely 
harbouring a ſuſpicion to his prejudice ; 
yet if on the contrary you obſerve any vi- 
fible emotion in the countenance of my 
Lord, it is an indubitable confirmation: of 
a convicted conſcience, in the ſuppoſition 


"IS _ of having been the wilful occaſion of her. 


preſent low dejected ſtation in life. And 
the inſtant that you perceive his emotion, 
make no heſitation of heightening it, by 
_ eagerly enquiring the caufe ; he will be 


- overwhelmed with confuſion at the idea of 


your obſerving it, and will heſitate, and 
make an effort to wave the ſubject; but 
you muſt ſtrictly adhere to a reſolution of 
over-powering his uncommon verſatility; 
and by this method of proceeding you may 
obtain the much wiſhed for ſucceſs. But 
do not fail to reprehend his Lordſhip ſe- 
verely for his infamous behaviour, in dar- 
ing to viſit you, under the pretence of a 
lover, when he was confident his vows 
had been plighted to the unfortunate Miſs 
-Harriot; for though they, were not law- 
fully wedded, yet that unfortunate young 
lady had imagined, and not * 
Ii LS | | | mndu- 


1 
indubitable right, that it had been -law- 
fully executed, and therefore adhered to 
her vow till ſne underſtood the truly la- 
mentable reverſe of her fortune. But if 
his Lordſhip abſolutely refuſes to do her 
| Juſtice, by rendering her the lawful part- 
ner of his bed, you ſhould inſtantly threat- 
en to proclaim the enormity of his crimes, 
and villanous proceedings, to all your ac- 
quaintances. In all 3 he may 
make a joke of your threats, and hold the 
ſeverity of your reproaches in utter con- 
tempt, which will, I am poſitive, exaſ- 
perate you beyond forbearance ; and yet he 
will he convinced that you cannot endan- 
ger his reputation without Miſs Harriot's 
character receiving a ſtigma. I have rea- 
ſoned till J fiad myſelf in a field of very 
unpleaſant conjectures, and know not howW 
to extricate myſelf from them. However 
you are to uſe your on diſcretion in the 
execution of them, yet not without the ſin- 
cere prayers, and kind wiſnes, , 


RAI Louis BravMon'm. 
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"LETTER THE SIXTEENTH: 


LADY CAROLINE RIVERS TO LADY _ 
dogs REAUMONT. 


MOST Ss n 


8 adviſer, you are at length — to your 


former affability and benign diſpoſition, 
but be aſſured that your indefatigable 
friendſhip ſhall not de eraſed from the 
_ breaſt of your companion in infancy, and 
_ confidant in maturer years. No, my dear, 
believe me when I aſſure you — it ſhall 
be quite the reverſe; — ſhould any pe- 
culiar advantage ariſe from an acknow- 
ledgment of paſt favours, it is due to you, 
and you alone ſhall receive the thanks of 
Lord and Lady Rakg, Indeed, my dear, 
my elevated imaginations . tell me that 
HFarriot, though at preſent unhappy and 
unfortunate, has the moſt unbounded bliſs 
| in 
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1 
in reſerve torcquite Jer ifos ſufferings 3 
The inſtant I had peruſed — gener- 
ous and thankfully received advice, I en- 
treated Miſs Harriot would oblige me by 
putting on a dreſs by of mine, that 1 
might be a judge how ſhe looked, for ſhe 
had hitherto worn a large cloſe cap. which 
entirely covered her face; but ſhe in a 
- graceful manner declined it, ſaying that 
dreſs never became her when dignified by 
| Proſperity, and it would be abſurd and 
truly ridiculous” to entertain the idea of # 
becoming that in adverſity which ſhe could 6 | 
not attain when in a much A 0 mc | : 
of life. However, I was abſ{ | 
requeſt,” and would not fuffer a refuſal to to 
eſcape her lips a ſecond time, therefore 
finding it was impoſſible to excuſe herſelf, 
Harriet made a virtue of neceflity, and 
obliged me with a compliance. But, good 
heavens! to deſcribe the contrariety of 
ideas that 1 experienced would be an im- 
poſſibility, hen I perceived the very ſame 
pm in Miſs Harriot whofe fituation I 
had ſincerely compaſſionated at the aſſem- 
bly; however I made an effort to conceal 
my furprife, but not before the tender 
girl had caught the alarm, which I per- 
erived gave her 9 9 . 
o W , 


— 


* 
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which ſhe a to conceal front 
my penetrating | obſervation ; but, pre- 


3 tending to take no notice of her viſible 


confuſion, told her, that I imagined ſhe 
had faid ſo much againſt her own perſon, 

in the firm hope that I ſhould make ſome 
compliment upon the occaſion, or rather 

that I ſhould envy her charms: but now, 
continued I, to you that I am above 
- envy, and leave 3 to cour- 
tiers and others who can make it ſubſervi- 


ent to their purpoſes, 1 intend to make 


you acquainted with the real ſentiments. 
of my mind, and without flattery to in- 
form you I never ſaw a perſon poſſeſſed 
with a greater ſhare of beauty in my life. 
She thanked me for the compliment, as. 
ſhe choſe to term it, but I declared that I 
would not ſubmit to receive ſo groſs an 


. _ _ affront/as to be told it was a compliments 


and indeed, Louiſa, I never ſaw a human 


being with a more regular ſet of beautiful 


features in my life before; you would, I 
am convinced, be of my opinion were 
you to ſee * Oh that you could be 
with me for the remainder. of the ſeaſon! 


but the wiſh. that has eſcaped, is intirehy 


uſeleſs, therefore I will proceed to inform 
Feen ben . at * 
. \ lat. 


— 


e make him flight a Lady who will con- 
dc deſcend to honor him with the ſmalleſt 


CNET. 


I fat down and wrote: =— Lady Ri- 


« yers's compliments to Lord Rake, and 
« would eſteem. it a particular favor, if 
« his Lordſhip has not a prior engage- 
ce ment to fulfil, that he would call in 
<« Berkley Square, at the hour of twelve 
« to-morrow morning.” I ſent my ſer- 
vant with it, who upon his return brought 
me the following note: —— © Lord Rake 
< preſents reſpectful compliments to Lady 


: e Caroline Rivers, and will certainly do 


ee himſelf the honor of attending her La- 
« dyſhip at the hour appointed; as no 
« engagement, however preſſing, ſhould 


<« attention.” —— There is a pretty gal- 


lant for you. --- Oh heavens ! I ſhall hard- 


ly endure the fight of the wretch. But 


you, my dear, who' are a female, muſt 
certainly know how ſweet revenge is to an 


injured woman; and I muſt ſolemnly pro- 


teſt that, unleſs he inſtantly complies with 


the propoſals that I ſhall offer, Miſs Har- 
riot ſhall receive ſatisfaction by law, if ſhe . 


will bur place confidence in me. Yet I 
am in great expectation that when his 


Lordſhip- obſerves her with me, he will in- 


— 


ſtantly offer to give her every ſatisfaction 
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that ſhe can require, and you may be aſ- 
ſured that I will exert myſelf to the ut- 
moſt in promoting her et happineſs, 
and ſhall remain on the wings of expecta- 
tion till the wiſhed for time arrives. 


Adieu. 


 Canoting RIVIIS. 
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LETTER THE SEVENTEENTH. 


aby CAROLINE RIVERS, | 


MY dear Louiſa will pardon me for de- 
fries to communicate the ſucceſs of her 


advice, when I inform her that it was the 
deſire of acquainting her with every par- 


ticular, that Ablige d me to remain unde- 
termined for theſs three days paſt; and I 


have now fixed a reſolution to ſend you a 


conciſe account of the proceedings in Berk- 

quare. The deciſive morning, after 
I had diſpatched my laſt communication, 
arrived, and I abſolutely inſiſted that Miſs 


Harriot ſhould dreſs herſelf as became her 


former. dignity, as I would not ſuffer her 
to go under the denomination. of my ſer- 
| e * ſhe ſhewed the ut- 


moſt 
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moſt repugnancy to the very idea; how- 
ever, I am indefatigable, when I chooſe 
to perſevere in any deſign that I have 
formed, after I am convinced it will ter- 
minate in the felicity of others. Well, in a 
ſhort time gother dreſſed, and myſelf too, 
for we have endeavoured to-do without 
a ſervant all this time; preſently the foot- 
man came to inform me of his Lordſhip's 
arrival; both myſelf and Miſs Harriot were 
employed according to your defire, there- 


fore I deſired the ſervant to introduce my 


Lord into my room. Harriot got to 

go, but I, affecting a ſurpriſe, cried, w - 
are you going my dear? Your Ladyſhip 
is engaged for the preſent, 'ſhe replied, in 
agitation, therefore I muſt beg leave to 
retire; but indeed you ſhall not Harriot. 
What! do you imagine that I intend to be 
left alone with a ſuch a confirmed libertine 
as Lord Rake, and in my dreſſing room 
too. Juſt. then we heard my Lord coming 
up ſtairs, when poor Harriot, unable to 
endure the agitation and apprehenſion the 
ſight of his Lordſhip would cauſe, eagerly 
exclaimed, Oh Heavens! he will cer- 
tainly force me to his habitation again. 
Oh very well, my dear, I replied, if that 
is the cauſe of your agitation, ſtep into 
my cloſet till the perfidious monſter re- 
A. 16 82 a ures. 


{ x65 ] 


tires. Conſcious that I had diſcovered 
the whole of the affair, ſhe, retired pre- 
cipitately, and in the utmoſt. confuſion 
. imaginable, juſt as the ſervant had opened 
the door to announce his Lordſhip, who 
entered with a familiar aſſurance. After 
the . uſual compliments were over, I found 
myſelf very much embarraſſed, and knew 
not what apology to make, now Harriot 
had left me. However, a thought oc- 
curred. to my memory of an auction, that 
I was to meet a party at the next day, and 
I inſtantly demanded of his Lordſhip whe- 
ther he intended to be there, otherwiſe 1 
muſt engage him with me, as I wiſhed him 
to purchaſe a prize of my chooſing, and if 
he did not find himſelf agreeably ſituated 
after the purchaſe, I would, if his Lord- 
ſhip choſe to reſign it up to my care, keep 
entire poſſeſſion of it ever after. Why, 
returned my Lord, in a kind of a perplext 
anxiety, (which he has ſince hex: was 
occaſioned - by the apprehenſion of my 
making. propoſals to him on my own be- 
half) 1 ſhould imagine, by your Lady- 
ſhip's inference, had I not received occu- 
lar demonſtration to the contrary, that you 
intended to preſent your amiable ſelf, as a 
wife to your devoted Rake. | beg 
your. Lordſhip will not entertain the leaſt 

IB | apprehenſion, 


t . 1 


apprehenſion, J replied, endeavouri ng to 
"_ iſe, as much as poſſible, the contempt 
A nd diſdain I had - conceived for the mon- 
ter, as I ſhall never aſpire to ſo high a 
onity. Bleſs me! what would the beaus 
* when they behold the faſnionable Hord 
Rake dwindled into an unfaſhionable*huſ- 
band; however, if you wiſh to enter the 
| ſtate! of matrimony, there is a beautiful 
young lady of my acquaintance that I will 
Antroduce you to for a wife, and though 
her father is not a nobleman, at preſent, 
yet he bears the title of an honourable 
gentleman: This laſt ſentence I pro- 
nounced with a very ſerious air, when I 
perceived' the 'tears begin to make their 
appearance in his eyes: Undoubtedly it 
was a conviction of having injured Miſs 
Harriot, and in hopes to conceal the emo- 
tion his ſoul laboured under, drew out his 
handkerchief, - and put it before his face, 

when, as if fortune was envious - of the 
Hounties ſhe had already laviſhed on his 
Lordſhip, and was now fully determined to 
compleat the triumphal revenge ſhe had al- 
ready began, a paper, in the form of a letter, 
made it's eſcape out of his pocket, and, in 
flirting the handkerchief, fell on the ground, | 
which his Lordſhip's embarraſſinent would 
not eee him to perceive, What joyful. 

; | n ſenſations 
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ſenſations took poſſeſſion of my breaſt the 
inſtant I obſerved it! and my ſincere at- 
tachment to the highly injured Harriot, 
obliged me to deſcend ſo meanly low as to 
wiſh it might remain unobſerved by my 
Lord, that my curioſity might be ſatisfied 
in the peruſal of the contents, upon the 
departure of his 'Lordſhip, imagining that 
it might tend to a further diſcovery. 
Yourſelf ſhall judge, my dear, whether I 
was deceived in my conjectures when you 
have peruſed the following authentic copy. 


What the devil, Jack, am I to impute 
re this unaccountable change in your en- 
<«« terprizing diſpoſition to? Not to re- 
< pentance for a rape, ſure, becauſe I 
« imagine it to be all apecryphal, inſtead of 
« deep contrition for former offences; and 


<« beſides, it is utterly. impoſſible for you 


ce to be transformed into the cold, inani- 
* mate phlegmatic being, that your all 


« doleful letter informs me you are.. 


« What the plague, muſt you renounce. all 

future pleaſure becay(? a girl that you 

* have enjoyed has thought Pops to de- 

% camp? Why, you d 

e dog, were my miſtreſſes to behave in the 

.. -« ſame. heroic ſtile that Harriot has ſet 
« thent.the example, 1 would debauch 
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tc one every week; but inſtead of that, 
« if 1 fly them in hopes of avoiding their 
«confounded tongues, ſtill they purſue 
<« me, ſo that I am obliged to reſt con- 
« tented with two debauches in a year, in 
<< lieu of fifty-rwo. C-ſ me if I can- 
cc not plainly diſcern there is no hopes of 
et your continuing the polite, pretty fel- 
cc Jow, unleſs I make my appearance, and 
& lead you into a freſh ſcene of delight, 
de where you will inſenſibly forget the 
« charms of the incorrigible Harriot; 1 
e tell you ſhe is d—d incorrigible, 
« Jack, whatever you may ſay to the con- 
, © rrary, for flinging herſelf out of a * 
e living for a precarious uncertainty; ; 
„d d, confounded, ſimple fool. | 
« T have ſhewn your laſt to Billy Gn, 
«« who, in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, ex- 
% claimed, Dem it, what does Jack mean 
by deſerting the ſociety of his compa- 
i" nions, under the pretence of à conſci- 


s entious conviction for deluding a weak 


ww country girl? Gad c—ſe me, if I have 
« not immured myſelf from the fight of 
* every one in a tavern for the conve- 
« nience of liſtening attentively to the diſ- 
_ « courſe that has paſſed between others, in 
- hopes that I might edify in gallantry by 
* it; * inſtead of that, ver 1 
3 ; * bly 


„ | 
ce bly a gentleman, who was a ſtranger in 
© town, would make his appearance, and, 
cc after a ſhort preface, begin to enquire 
« which of the male noblemen led the 
ce faſhion laſt birth day? Lord Rake was 
ce the..ceply.— Lord .Rake! reſumes, the 
C former; why he led the ton before. — 
« And fo he is likely to do for years, 
c echoes an auſtere voice from the oppo- 

« ſite corner, as I cannot hear of one beau, 
e by G—d, who will attempt, or, in ſhort, 
cc has the courage to rival him. Who is 
« the furtheft advanced in the eſteem of 
« the ladies? Lord Rake was the reply. 
Who is the moſt di ipated to vice? con- 
ce tinued this curious enquirer. Lord 
«© Rake's name was a third time repeated 
ce with univerſal applauſe, and the ald 
te curmudgeon, who had been fo ſtrict in 
66 his ee turning upon his heels, 
cr with a ſhrug of the ſhoulders, exclaimed, 
© —My God! Well, Heaven be praiſed, 
ce that my Tommy behaves like a 
«; boy ſtill, At this: ſanctified ſpeech of 
c the d— d booby's, we all ſet up ſuch 

e a,roar that the old fool was obliged to 
< leave the tavern. — And now, conti- 
« nued Billy, after he has acquired this 
« elegeat, and completely finiſhed cha- 
« racter, he will be fo ridiculous as to re- 
n . I « ſign 


1 
e ſigm it for the Shitfomons title of a ſober, 
< fad, ſorrowful, relenting, ſedate, metho- 
« diſt preacher; Gads c ſe it, Jemmy, 
de we muſt not ſuffer him to paſs unob- 
4. "ſerved though ; ; — but now, in ſober fac 
<'neſs,' Jack, I muſt inform you of my 
«own fentiments; which are, if you ith 
* not reform your preſent conduct, 
4e will be excommunicated from the 2 
4 ciety of the beaus, and rendered a truly 
cc ridiculous anchoret in the eſteem of the 
e belles; and when your reputation is con- 
e ſumed as a beau, may I ermitted to 
ec aſk your” Lordſhip what you will do? 
At che e if you Pa any inclination to 
reſerye your fame, I expect that you 
8 will perſevere in the laudable deſign of 
'« renouncing the idea of Harriot, and 
. « "then, 1 mall continue, yours, 


8 Jams RarrLE.” 


1 will peer by this ume, your 
Lach has read this perfidious mon- 
ſter's vile letter, and imagine that you 
will ſay with me, you thought it impoſ- 
fible for ſuch an inhuman reptile to exiſt 
on earth; yet, I think that every age de- 
generates more into vice, inſtead of ri- 
| ing, and triumphing in the paths of vir- 


1 s tue; 
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tue; — however, I have no time at pre- 
ſent, to reflect on the degeneracy of the 
age, as I had obtained my Lord's promiſe 
to breakfaſt with me the next morning, I 
had a great work to perform, and but a 
ſhort time for it; however, the letter, 
which had ſo opportunely fell into my 
hands, was a moſt fortunate accident for 
Harriot's affairs, though it was a cata- 
ſtrophe that his lordſhip's diſcerning pe- 
netration could not foreſee; but the in- 
ſtant my Lord thonght proper to retire, I 
took up, and read the letter with impa- 
tience, and then, going to Harriot, who 
had not as yet attempted to quit the clo- 
ſet, exclaimed, Well, heaven be praiſed, 
there is ſtill hopes of a reformation ! But 
how are you, my dear, after ſuch a tur- 
priſing rencounter; yet you had no rea- 
ſon to be alarmed, his Lordſhip durſt 
not uſe violence in the Earl of Hock- 
inſtone's houſe; and here, continued I, 
this letter, which his Lordſhip has drop- 
ped, may very probably afford a more 
all the rhetoric I could uſe; to underſtand 
that his Lordſhip is ſuſceptible: of ſome 
kind of contrition for his paſt barbarity ta 
you, yet at the ſame time I am confident 
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ubſtantial alleyiacion to your ſorrows than 


that the idea of Lord Rake's contrac ting 
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an acquaintance with ſuch a licentious 
monſter as the author of that vile ſcrawl, 
which evidently evinces his principles to be 
abandoned to vice and infamy, will ſhock 
your delicate ſentiments beyond concep- 
tion. So ſaying, I put the letter into her 
hands, which ſhe read with a degree of 
emotion ſcarcely to be paralleled, and then 
returning it to me, exclaimed, My God, 
who could have ſuſpected, or in mort 
imagined, that ſuch diſſimulation, and ſo 
much vile treachery, could find reſidence 
in the breaſt of a human being? But, hea- 
ven be praiſed, which directed my ideas, 
in aſpiring to paſs the remainder of my 
unhappy criminal life virtuouſly, or other- 
wiſe, I now perceive, this monſter would 
have rendered me the. contemptuous ridi- 
cule of his licentious companions, be- 
fides ſinking me in the deepeft-defign it 
was poſſible for art or villany to invent. 
But now, Madam, continued this amiable 
girl, directing her diſcourſe to me, your 
Ladyſhip has an indubitable right to my 
confidence; and at the ſame time I muſt 
ſolicit your forgiveneſs for with- holding 
ſome circumſtances from your knowledge 
which I did not, at the time of divulging 
my ſecret, think requiſite to diſcloſe, ap- 
eee that you would e 2 


| 
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Lord by them; but ſince your Ladyſhip 
has arrived at the knowledge of my be- 
trayer, I imagine myſelf. obligated to 
make you acquainted with every circum- 
ſtance that has occurred. The profligate 
abandoned author of this vile letter is the 
pretended clergyman, who, of all my 
Lord's acquaintance, alone knew of eur 
criminal correſpondence ;. and this wretch, - 
Madam, was baſe enough to practice every 
art to allure me to his unlawful deſigns, 
under the diſſimulating cloke of friend- 
mn ip: at laſt, finding every effort that he 
attempted to put in execution prove fruit- 
leſs and ineffectual, he began to inveigh 
againſt ſuch a villain, as he termed Lord 
Rake, for atroeiquſly ſeducing ſo much 
beauty, modeſty, and virtue. What! (he 
exclaimed, in a pretended agitation of 
mind which he rendered very. viſible) could 
not the blackguard, (gg was his groſs ex- 
preſſion) be ſatisfied with berraying the 
citizen's daughter, but he muſt afterwards 
inſiſt upon leaving her deſtitute of money, 
and void o friends, which his perfidy had 
bereft her fof, unleſs ſhe would inſtantly 
acquieſce with his demands in trumping 
up an infamous falſhood to gain admit- 
. ance into your family, and by ſtirring up 
_ a diffention between your father and ſelf, 
18 „ 


1 

aid him in compleating your eternal dif. 
grace, and by that means add another in- 
nocent victim to his unſatiated luſt. The 
ſucceſs of this unfortunate female embaſſy 
you are already but too fatally acquainted 
with. —— Surpriſed to hear this boaſted 
friend of my Lord's traduce his fame in 
ſuch a render point, I replied, I was afte- 
niſhed, if he held my Lord's proceedings 
in ſuch utter deteſtation as he perderrddeh 
cr at leaft would wiſh me to imagine, that 
he would confent to compleat my ruin in 
ſuch a cruel conniving manner. His re- 
ply was, muy Lord had impofed upon his 
Suge diſpoſition by pretending you was a 
farmer's daughter. And what if 1 had 
been, Sir, 1 returned, ih Undifguifed dif- 
dain which I could no longer contain, 
while I was innocent and virtuous I ff 
have thought myſelf above his Lordſhip 
in every point but fortune, and that was 
but ill applied, if his Lordſhip was aban- 
doned to ſuch a profligate way of life as 
he repreſented him. Tes, Madam, but 
you will not permit me a patiefit hearing. 
Proceed, Sir, I retufned, ſtriving to ſup- 
preſs thy extreme indighation, I am cool. 
He went on: I Was informed, Madam, 
Jen was brought up ic catry dle tk 
*pails, thetefore 1 ifnagined it Wld be 
Poa * obliging 


1 
obliging you by raiſing you from a ſlate, 
of ſervile indigence to an affluent ſitua- 
tion, in which you might obtain an cle- 
gant livelihood ; and in ſhort, my Lord 
had taught me to exult in the laudable 
proſpect. of rendering himſelf and you, 
Madam, a ſingular ſervice. What, 7 
plied, with a look of ineffable contempt 
at the author of my miſery, do you ima - 
gine, had I been what you, pretend I was 
repreſented to you, that 1 ſhould have 
been obliged to you, or thought myſelf 
raiſed from virtuous indigence in my own 
eſtimation ? — No, on the contrary, I 
ſhould have imagined myſelf ſunk very 
much beneath my former ſtation, ' had. I 
entertained the ſame ſentiments that I do 
at preſent ; however, Sir, I have this to 
inform you, that I think you "ofſeſſed a a 
more inhuman diſpoſition than my Lord 
himſelf; for had you not yielded to his 
Lordſhip's entreati-s my ruin had not 
beer ned, 1 acknowledge myſelf cul- 
pable, replied this hypocritical monſter, 
with a conſcious emotion that I thought 
tog evident to be feigned; yet you may 
return thanks to the Almighty that I was. 
deſtined by che hand of providence to be 
bit vy to the cataſtrophe, otherwiſe the vil- 
intended to 1 e elſewhere ; but 
noẽ-w 


1 
now, to evince that my fervor for your 
future welfare is equal to my friendſhip 


at preſent, I here tender both my life and 
fortune ro preſerve you from the inſults 


that this wretch will offer you in time, by 


placing you under the protection of a La- 


dy, who is my relation, till the placability 


of your friends permits your return to 
them. I returned my thanks for this ſeem- 
ing diſintereſted generoſity, but I declined 


it, by telling him I was already ſeduced, 


and my father, who was the only friend I 
had living, had informed me by writing 


that he had renounced me for ever—hard 


renouncement ! therefore as my Lord had 
ſolemnly proteſted to make me his lawful 
wife upon the diſſolution of his uncle, 
I would chooſe to wait the event, and ſee 
how far his generoſity would extend. And 
do you really and fincerely believe, replied 
this vile hypocrite, .that his Lordſhip has 
an uncle? Moſt undoubtedly I do. Well 
then, Madam, as I find a ſtrong inclina- 
tion in me to point out the errors which 
you have been though unwillingly drawn 


into, and to convince you of the miſtake, 


% 
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F muſt inform you that his Lordſhip has 


no uncle, it is a vain illuſion tot flatter 
your vanity, as he has expreſſed himſelf 


to me when I have mentioned you to 


him 
2g 
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him. — Your Ladyſhip may be aflured,, 
continued this dear girl, that this teſtimo- 


'ny of my Lord's perfidy did not add much. 
tranquillity to my mind. But two days. 


* 


* 


; 


— 
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after, his Lordſhip inſiſted uporr my going; 
to the aſſembly, where he had the honor 


of leading your Ladyſhip down the dance; 
when his perfidious friend, eager. to kin - 
dle jealouſy. in my breaſt, informed* me 
that your friends had agreed to your: 


union with Lord Rake. I leave you to- 
imagine, as it 18. utterly impoſſible to- 
deſcribe, the agonizing, tortures that rack'd- 
my breaſt upon this declaration; I faw: 
myſelf” deſtitute of friends, money, and 


protection; Mr. Rattle's diſcerning pene-- 


tration ſoon perceived my emotion, and: 


urged me in ſuch preſſing terms to accept 


his proffered. ſervice, that I ſcarce knew 


under what pretext to deeline it; however 


I fatisfied him by ſaying I would take it 


into conſideration ; when my Lord coming. 


up put an end to our converſation, and: bi 


. room. When I got home 


determined at all events to leave my 


Lord, and, as no other expedient offered, 
to put myſelf under the protection of his. 


friehd. With this reſolution I retired to- 
reſt ; I had ſcarce cloſed my eyes before 
| Law. a gallows erected! Upon aſking a. 


. perſon 


* 
1 
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5 «priſon, which 1 thought ſtood b 

who it was erected for? was an ere, 
For yourſelf! Good heaven, I exclaim- 
ed, what crime have 1 committed, that 
my life muſt be the atonement ? For 'your 
Intention of putting yourſelf under the 
protection of that villain Rattle, Was 
echoed in my ears by a ſhrill voice, which 
1 thought reſembled my mother's. At 
this ſpeech 1 ſeemed almoſt petrified with 
_ apprehenſion, though in my fleep, and 1 
replied, for heaven's ſake, if you are my 
. mother's ſhade, direct me what method 
to purſue, Ah! returned the voice in 
agony, I am thy mother; my Hartiot's 
credulity has been abuſed, and her father 
. impoſed upon; but peace, my child! your 
wrongs ſhall be redreſſed, and blifs un- 
utterable awaits you ſtill. But how am 1 
to experience bliſs, I replied, when the 
perſon from whom 1 mould receive it, has 
already diſpoſed of himſelf? It is not for 
human beings to dive into the receſſes of 
the Almighty, replied the voice, yet fe- 
males have humanity — After this extraor- 
dinary ſpeech, the voice ceaſed; and in a 
Hort time after I was hurried into a carriage 

- with your Ladyſhip, and careſſed by my 

ther, whom we met coming in . 


s 
of me: every living creature ſeemed to- 
congratulate me, and in ſhort I experi- 
enced complete felicity. When I awoke 
knew not what to imagine, however I was. 
reſolved to adhere to my mother's words, 
and give up the idea that I had entertained 
the preceding evening. Accordingly, I 
dreſſed myſelf and went to the hofier's- 
ſhop, and upon telling her my dream, ſhe 
interpreted it, that if I made application: 
to your Ladyſhip, my, grievances. would 

be redreſſed. I could not endure the idea 
of rendering my character ſo conſpicuous. 
as I was not then acquainted with the 
great benignity of your Ladyſhip's diſ- 
poſition, but imagined that, like many 
Ladies of diſtinction, you would be inexora- 
ble to the voice: of equity, and deaf to the 
«ry of compaſſion. While I was revolving. 
on thoſe unpleaſant conjectures, a young 
woman entered the ſhop, and in her diſ- 
courſe: with the perſon who kept it, in- 
formed her that Lady Caroline Rivers 
wanted a ſervant, and ſhe intended to 
offer herſelf the following morning; a 
thought inſtantly occurred to my mind 
that this intelligence would be of infinite 
advantage to me was I to improve on it, 
When the perſon quitted the ſhop I com- 
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municated my intentions to we only re- 
maining confidant; indeed ſhe has proved 
herſelf worthy of the truſt J repoſed in 
her, and ſhe approved of my reſolution 
very much. 'I inſtantly prepared to. at- 
tend your  Ladyſhip, and the encourage- 
ment I received from your condeſcenſion, 
in thus ſhewing your riſing partiality, by 
hiring me to attend your perſon ele- 


vated = dejected ſpirits, and ſufficientl 
_ compenſated 


for my paſt ſorrows. Aft- 
ter I had been here ſome time, and your 
Ladyſnip had by frequent interrogatives 


diſcovered my ſecret, I found my mind 


become placid and ſerene, I ſeemed ſatiſ- 
fied with my ſituation, though it was not 
in the elegant ſtile I had been taught in 
my juvenile years to expect, yet your 


polite friendly affability taught me to 


renounce the wiſh- I had entertained af 
recovering my - father's fortune, or aſ- 
piring to grandeur; and my apprehen- 
ſions. of your diſcovering my family and 
connections were all dormant, till yon 
awoke them by expreſſing a deſire to 


have me dreſſed ſuitable to my former 
dignity. I obſerved your countenance 
alter upon the tranſition, and inſtantly 


caught the alarm, but your 9 
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condeſcenſion ſoon. allayed my apprehen- 


ſions.— Here I am obliged to break 
off, by the deſire of Miſs Harriot, 
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LADY CAROLINE RIVERS. 
In continuation.) 
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WELL, you are impatient to under- 

ſtand the reſult of the breakfaſt morning; 
but let it ſuffice to ſay that it arrived, and 
the hour of ten announced the arrival of 
his Lordſhip. When we had break- 
fiſted, he wiſhed me to prepare myſelf 
to go to the auction. Bleſs me! I ex- 
claimed, what a ſnocking misfortune it is 
to be forgetful: Pray, has your Lordſhip 
loſt any thing? Loſt any thing, repeated 
my Lord in amaze ; but recollecting him- 
ſelf, continued, with a forced ſmile, yes, 

y heart, Lady Caroline, do you know 


who 


* 
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who has it? Tes, my Lord, I imagine 1 
—— eels if I choſe. Lou might eaſily 
rehend that it is you,. ο fair ſelf, 
1 turned. — Oh! but my Lord, 
here is ſomething which is very eſſeutial to 
your health, it will diſpel- vapours, (chaſe 
"away melancholy, — you from à fit of 
the ſpleen, and, laſt of all, though not the 
"feaſt by far, will raiſe your drooping, de- 
ſponding ſoul to elevation, by following 
it's dictates. 1 then, Wirk wlook of in- 
effable eontempt, which evidently vvineed 
my utter abhorrence of it, preſented Mr. 
Rattle's letter, to which he, like a true 
l ent, imagining it was a mark of my 

ing paſſion, Tepe he thought him- 
ſelf honoured in my confidence: But, 

upon opening it, heavens, what a diſap- 
pointment! Oh, how I triumphed in che 
chagrin it oecaſtoned him! how was I ele- 
vated to behold his fallen eountenanee ! 
But recovering his wonted aſſiranee, and 
turning to me, who had walked up to the 
window to exult upon his Confuſion, be- 
* Four Lady ſhip has indubitably read 
piece of infamous -atvice ? I have, 

my Lord; but it has not heightened your | 

"eſtimation in my opinion, be aſſured; on , 

* contrary, it is an eternal blemiſm to 


your 
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bim be is a villain, för ſeducing a credu- 
lous female who has placed too much m 
fiddence in him. Oh 1 Lady Caroline, he 
replied, 8 me cagerlys the. por- 
trait is but too ſtriking in the ition.— 
Spare me; I acknowledge myſelf a pre- 
8 ting villain. But give me leave, 
my Lord, to aſk. you, what will your ac- 
"| yourſelf to be a villain avail 


3 the unfortunate young creature you have 


. wilfully ruined? In all probability ſhe may 
at preſent be expoſed. 1 inſults of an 
inhuman landlord, or the haughty 7 
ſion of an unthinking world f Or, Oh 
. Heavens l my 1 chills at the idea, 
left deſtitute of either friends or protec- 
tion, finds herſelf under the painful neceſ- 
fity of proſtituting herſelf & ſubſiſtence. 
He was beginning to interrupt me a ſecond 
time, when I, in a tone of voice that com- 
manded ſilence, continued: However, it 
is impoſſible to retract what is already irre- 
2 finiſhed,, therefore I would wiſh 
your Lordſhip: to.renounce all libertiniſm 
for the future, and think ſeriouſly: of ma- 
eee woe Lady Sy 
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line infinuate ? Pardon the expreſſion, 
Madam, I know not what J ſay, fo be- 
wildered are my agitated ideas; yet how 
can you, who are of ſuch a tender nature, 
ſuggeſt ſuch a cruet and inhuman pro- 
poſal to me, at the time I experience the 
levere, irretrievable loſs of my tob ami- 
able Harriot : But your Ladyſhip cari be 
no judge of her refined judgment and ele- 
vated ſentiments, unleſs you had converſed 


with her; yet I have a letter in my pocket, 


continued he, which that ill-fated girl, 
Hi-fated through my inhuman barbarity, 
left for me before her extraordinary de- 
parture. He then put into my hand the 
original letter of Miſs Harriot's. I never 
experienced ſo much extacy and true de- 
light in the moſt flattering conqueſt that 1 
have obtained over the heart of 

rate male being, as at this moment, for I 
beheld my Lord's viſible emotion with a 
ſecret pleaſure I could not account for, any 
other way than the deſire of rendering my 
dear Harriot truly happy. However, ſtriv- 
ing as much as' poſſible to conceal my tri- 
umphing pleaſure from his agitated Lord- 
ſhip, I returned the letter, with — 
pardon for the impertinence of the 
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the author of that letter his wife? It is 
the only retribution, Lady Caroline, that 
1 can, 6 honor, ſolicit her acceptance of. 
I found he could not fupport life without 
the object of his affection, though he had 
ſo greatly injured her; therefore, to try 
him a little further, I told his Lordſhip, if 
ſhe Was ſuch a weak girl as ſpecified in 
Mr. Rattle's letter, two hundred pounds 
per annum would be a ſufficiency for her 
ſupport, and your Lordſhip may yet form 


an alliance with a beautiful young lady of 


my acquaintance, who is deſcended from 
an ancient and honorable family, and will 
have a fortune, as ſhe. is the only child. 
— indeed! Lady ijne, you don't 
know: the amiable girl J have ſeduced by.a 
pretended marriage, or you would. never 
entertain a wiſn to her prejudice, —— Her 


f father is a gentleman of fortune; ſhe is 


worthy to adorn the throne af the greateſt 
manarch in Europe ; I will never give up 
the purſuit 1 have begun, nor enjoy ane 
moment's ſelicity till L find her. Well. 
my Lord, as your determination appears 


to be unalterably fixed, in regard to the 
lady, I will nat urge you any further to 
change your ſentiments af her; yet, L ex- 


Nel ac ame rme, that you ill Se 
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the Lady, who is at preſent in this houſe, 


a final anſwer in perſon. . Your Lady- 


ſhip will excuſe me, I am not in a ſituation 


to pay my reſpects to a ſtrange Lady at 
preſent. But indeed, my Lord, I will not; 

on the contrary, I mu inſiſt upon your 
ſceing her; and if you ſtill cheriſh the re- 
ſolution you have formed, of renouncing 
her, ſne muſt ſubmit, though I am con- 
fident you will not be ſo cruel to a lady 
who adores you. — I ſhould compaſſionate 
the Lady's ſituation extremely, was I not 
convinced that your Ladyſhip banters me, 
becauſe I cannot do violence to my inch- 
nation. Well, my Lord, I would not 
wiſh you to do violence to your inclina- 
tions, neither ſhall you, if you will follow 


\ 


me, and are not apprehenſive of danger 


when you enter à Lady's dreſſing room. — 
Tour Ladyſhip will pardon me, vain ap- 
prehenſion forſakes me when that appears 
in view, ——1I made no anſwer to this gal- 


__ ſpeech of his Lordſhip's, but, lead- 


the way, he followed, elevated, no 
de, with the ſuppoſed conqueſt he had 
ined. I ſtopped when arrived at the 


oor, where Harriot, whom 1 had pre- 


pared for the 1 interview, was ſeated. 
| Morning viſitors coming in * me to 
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abruptly 
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opportunity, 
Your ſincere friend, 
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- PARTICULAR engagements. have 


evented my intention of continuing Miſs | 
Harriot's . fortunate interview with his f 
iLordſhip; but I will now proceed to Fa: 
aform you, that my Lord impatiently | 


2egged I would permit him to open the 
door. It is an unthankful office, my 
ord, but you may have a better before 

he day is out, therefore I readily permit 

ou to walk in. He had opened the door, 

nd was preſenting his hand to me, when, 
his unſpeakable and agreeable aſtoniſh +. 
agent, Harriot, in an agitation of mind 
__ \2arcely to be equalled, preſented herſelf 


» view. The inſtant his Lordſhip mace 


— 


T wo T_ 
his appearance, the lively bloom forſook 


her cheeks, when, no longer able to endure 
the apprehenſion that his ſight had occa- 


ſioned, riſing from her chair, into 


my arms, at the ſame time exclaimed, Ohl 
my dear Lady Caroline, protect and ſave 
me from impending ruin. She had time 


for no more, as ſhe fainted in my arms 
before the laſt ſentence was uttered. His 
Lordſhip. was what the philoſopher's call 
planer-ſtruck. | Never a d I ſee fo great 
an alteration in my life: But I ſoon rouſed 
him from his. lethargy, by, deſiring he 


' would aſſiſt me in conveying Miſs Harriot 


to the ſofa. At the name of Harriot, 
activity took poſſeſſion of all his faculties, 
and, catching her in his arms, eagerly ex- 
claimed, Have I at laſt, after an almoſt 
fruitleſs ſearch,” found my lovely girl ; ſole 
ſource, tome, of all earthly happineſs and 
human felieity. © Oh! I ſhudder at the 
very idea of my former villany, in be- 
traying ſo much lovelineſs: Yet, Heaven 


be praiſed, 1 ſtill have it in my power to 


render you 4 _ attonement; ſmall in- 


deed, when put in competition with the 


„ nes Une 1 have been guilty of to- 
Wards you, who are all amiableneſs itſelf. 


Harriot, who had by this time recovered 
lerſelf S — cried, Lady Ca- 
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rolme, are you there Tes, my dear 
1 —— why ſhould you be alarmed ? No one 
all mbleſt you, againſt your inclination, 
while it is in my power to protect you ;— 

and then, addreſſing myſelf to Lord Rake, 
ried,” will your Lordfhip ſtill continue the 
laudable relbhinive oh Ri taken, of re- 
nouncing the allianee I wiſh you to form 
with this Lady. Oh Heavens! Lady Ca- 
roline, was it poſſible I could imagine my 
dear Harriot had taken refuge under your 
protection? But you have now rendered me 
the moſt happy, and moſt envied of human 
; Yet you have treated me cruelly 

for Keeping me in fuch 1 g ſuſpence. 
Your Eordfhip may thank Harriot for that; 
and had it not feel for Mr. Rattle's letter 
I ſhould never have been informed of your 
being the noble ſpirited hero; - becauſe 
the dear girl had too much affection for her 
betrayer, to ſuffer his reputation to be the 
fufferer through her means, otherwiſe your 
Lordſhip would have heard ſooner from me 
har Hi ſubject, I aſſure you. But how 
5 our Lordſhip ſettled with Miſs Har- 

7581. the any! fixed for the celebrati 
= the approaching nuptials? added 

"looking archly at the dear girl.— Bleſs me f 
Lady Caroline, ſhe replied, what do you 
wean? Mean, child! as I ſpeak, to be 
: ſure: 


bor his Lordſhip to abandon himſelf to mi- 
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dure: His. Lordſhip has . me e his con- 
fidant, and ſolemnly proteſted, not half an 
hour ſince, that you were the only choice 
of his heart : — And ſhall be the only 
ſharer of my fortune- and felicity, eagerly 
interrupted my Lord. Tes, my dear Har- 
riot, it is to my baſeneſs you may attri- 
bute your preſent ſituation; my heart has 
long ſince been in your poſſeſſion ; and if 
you will not conſent to render the felicity, I 
at this moment experience, compleat, by 
_condeſcending to become the wife of your 
now truly penitent . betrayer, I. from this 
moment renounce. all future friendſhip.— 
At thoſe laſt words, the lovely Harriot, 
raiſing up her drooping head, which had 
hitherto been reclined in ſilent anguiſh, on 
her ſnowy. arm, replied, It was in vain | 


ſery ; ſhe had been inured to it, there- 
4 it was nothing new to her: That, re- 
nounced and abandoned by her father, 
ſhe. muſt devote the remainder of her 
wretched life to a ſincere repentance; | 
that her relations would incur diſhonor, 
even in converſing with her; and her 
- father's. fortune and eſtate, . which muſt 
have devolyed to her, had ſhe been tru- 
ly virtuous, would now deſcend to a 
more diſtant branch of the family. Yet, 
your 
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your Lordſhip is conſcious, continued 


this afflicted girl, that I ought to be ac- 


knowledged guiltleſs in the eyes of the 


world. But when my -unhappy ſtory is 


made'public, and I am confident that it 
would not remain a ſecret after my union 
with you, they will treat me as a crimi- 
nal, preſumptuous being, for daring to 
rival and diſpute your heart with the la- 
dies who have diſtinguiſhed and honored 
you, my Lord, with their eſteem.— My 


Lord , that fortune was a mere 


trifle, When put in competition with her 


love; that far from creating contempt in 
- the breaſt of her own ſex, her paſt ſuf- 


ferings would excite a ſincere tear of com- 


paſſion, with a revered eſteem for her 
excellent virtues ; while himſelf ſhould be 
branded with the ignominious title of a 
villain. — She replied, he-urged in vain; 


that no aſſurance, however flattering, - 


could make the leaſt impreſſion on her 


unalterable reſolutions; that. it was very 
evident how different her reception would 


be, for the future, in every kind of com- 
pany, to what ſhe! had been accuſtomed to 
expect from her birth, and former happy 
days';—and though her misfortunes had 
extended her patience, to endure ever 

affliction wick a reſigned fortirude, yet 
. Vor. I. R 10 le 
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me dreaded the continual pangs of en- 
vious calumny, and ſevere reflections, 
which would be perpetually attending her 
. wherever ſhe appeared ;—therefore, it 
would be the moſt prudent method ſhe 
could adopt to remain in the ſtation of 
Lady Caroline's woman. Heaven and 
Earth! replied his Lordſhip, in the moſt 
poignant anguiſh, Is it come to this ? 
| Wben expected to reſtore you to your 
doating friends, and render both our — 
pineſs compleat; to evince the tender 
affection I have ever cheriſhed for you; 
when you, cruel—cruel girl, deny me 
that ſmall ſatisfaction. But I will never 
quit your preſence till you promiſe to be 
mine. As for my part, I was ſilent, 
rears ſtopped my utterance ; - when his 
Lordſhip, ſpringing forwards, dropped on 
his knees before me, exclaiming, Oh Lady 
© Caroline, you reſtore life to my almoſt 
| ſenſeleſs frame, by affording me the ſight 
of my: injured, my inexorable angel; 
leave me not in this diſtreſſed ſituation of 
mind, but condeſcend to exert your in- 
fluence over my amiable Harriot, in be- 
half of a ſincere penitent, who ſues to 
you for compaſſion. Tou will not, ſure 
you cannot, be ſo cruel to deny my re- 
queſt; and ſhe, I am confident will yield 
1 % 33 
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to your perſuaſions. Come, continued 
he, ſtarting from the ground, let me lead 
you to the inflexible girl, who is de- 
prived of her natural charms by the 
weight of affliction ſhe ſuſtained ; but 
though ſhe is inexorable to my in- 
treaties, I truſt ſhe will not long remain 
ſo, when you interpoſe your authority, 


With ſome difficulty, I ſtopped my tears 


for a few moments ; - but they returned 
with redoubled force. However, after 
ſome time, I entreated her to liſten to my 
Lord's ſuit. You- cannot, my dear Har- 


riot, I faid,- plead hatred as an excuſe: 


you have often, in the moſt ardent and 
fervent manner, declared your ſincere at- 
tachment for his Lordſhip ; then why this 
ſudden- change in your diſpoſition and 
conduct? I am very much ſurpriſed in- 
deed,  Harriot, my dear, at your unac- 
countable behaviour. Has not my Lord 
offered you his hand in - matrimony ?— 


What further can you expe& ?—And þ 


muſt ſay, you will excuſe me, my dear, 
for delivering my ſentiments fo frankly, 
that your family will incur more diſhonor 
by your preſent rank in life, than your 


conſenting to become the wife of a no- 


bleman who has ſufficiently demonſtrated 


a ſincere remorſe for his paſt conduct to- 
. K 2 warde 
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wards you; therefore, I think the moſt 
prudent method that you ean purſue, m 
dear, is to renounce the tation. of Lady 
Caroline's woman, for the more eligible 
title of Lord Rake's conſort. The dear 
girl, burſting into tears, exclaimed, Oh! 
Lady Caroline, muſt I renounce your 
friendſhip, as well as your ſervice? No, 
my dear Harriot, I replied, eagerly claſp- 
ing her in my arms, yau have not me- 
xited ſuch ungenerous treatment from me. 
And J here {wear to you an unalterable 
friendſhip, which no length of time, or 
diſtance from each other ſhall ever efface. 
Now you ate the generous, compaſſionate, 
kind protectreſs you ever were, reſumed 
Me; I was confident you would not for- 
get your former promiſes in ſo, ſhort a 
time. And J am poſitive, I returned, that 
Harriot cannot refule my requeſt, eſpe- 
cially when it agrees, in every ſenſe of the 
word, with propriety. Oh!] your Lady- 


Pa ſpip cannot, from your own heart, think 
N 


at it agrees with propriety. How is it 
poſſible for a woman to become the wife 
of a man ſhe has ſuffered herſelf to be ſe- 
duced by? No, I could never conſent 
to it; for was I to be poſſeſſed. of king- 


doms, I could not put asſelt on an e- 


quality with my Lord; and was 1 to can- 
. it would be with the utmoſt reluct- 
nee. 


[197 J 
But, Oh ow inexpreſlibly wouſe. 
5 . my feelings for his Lordſhip to 
reflect upon me afterwards. Now, I am 
certain, Harriot, you injure his Lordſhip 
by fuch a baſe ſuſpicion: No, L am 
convinced my Lord has more honor; be- 
ſides; he could not. You have not done 
any one thing that deſerves refletion:— 
if any one deſerves it, it is his Lordſhip- 
my dear. — Oh Harriot ! exclaimed my 
Lord, I thought you knew me better. 
Do you imagine that I could entertain, 
for a ſingle moment, an idea to your pre- 
judice? And ] muſt inſtantly inſiſt upon 
our determination. You, my dear Lou- 
iſa, who know how ſincerely I have eſpouſ- 
ed the cauſe of this injured, amiable girl, 
may be aſſured I exerted all my eloquence, 
at this critical moment, that was to de- 
termine her future life; ſo that what with 
his Lordſhip's entreaties, aided by my 
perſuaſions, ſhe yielded to our joint ſo- 
licitations. My Lord was almoſt frantic 


with joy. My brother, who had been en- 


quiring for me, entered the room. To 


him we communicated the whole of Miſs. © - 


Harriot's-ſtory ; and my Lord has en- 
gaged him to give his adorable Harriot 
.to him, next week. And now; my dear,. 
we are nope with. preparing for the- 
K 3 approaching 
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approaching nuptials. Well, Heayens 

reſerve us; but ſeriouſly I wiſh ſome 

tagem could be invented to bring my 

- brother and your Ladyſhip acquainted ; 

for I think we might patch up a match 

between you ;=-though I don't know.— 

Well, well, in all probability I may ſend 
him with a diſpatch one of theſe days. 


CAROLINE RIveRsS. 


LE. 
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LETTER THE TWENTIEFH. 


LADY LOUISA BEAUMONT to LADY 
CAROLINE RIVERS. 


WELL, my dear Caroline, though 
you are a little giddy at times, I find you 

ſſeſs a truly humane heart at bottom, and 
ak ſend you may always retain it, for 
no one thing makes a female appear more 
lovely. Beauty may fade, as age increaſes, +» 
Sickneſs may deſtroy the bloom ſtill blow- 
ing on the fair one's cheeks, and then if 
the has no other accompliſhment to 
boaſt, what claim can ſhe aſſert to retain: 
the heart of her lover, who has been at- 
tached to her beauty alone, when that 
tranſitory attraction is fled? But on the 
other hand, when we- poſſeſs a true be- 
aignity of heart, and an amiable diſpoſi- 
* K 4 | tion 
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tion united, whether we have beauty or 
not, that will never quit us; but as our 
age increaſes, ſo, if we pay attention to 
it, will our knowledge too. As | once 
heard a gentleman ſay of a young lady, 
who was not handſome, yet ſhe was to be 
compared to a ſheet of clear white wri- 
ting paper, without ſpot or blemiſh. 
This character is, it muſt be confeſſed, 
preterable to a few years of fleeting beau- 
ty; though it muſt be allowed at the 
-ſame time, that beauty is very requiſite 
to charm the hearts of the oppoſite ſex. 
Vet I need not tell that to you, who have 
exerted your power over the male crea - 
tion with ſuch unlimited ſucceſs. I ſin- 
cerely congratulate Miſs Harriot on the 
period that has put an end to her long 
and painful ſufferings. I defire your 
Jadyſhip will tell her from me, the af- 
fection and eſteem I have already con- 
' ceived for her, though not - perſonally 
. acquainted, will not diminiſn in the 
eaſt; when a more: intimate friendſhip 
takes place. Indeed, Caroline, if I am 
to truſt to the deſcription you give of 
her, ſhe muſt be a moſt. amiable girl; 
yet I think her ideas miſlead her, when 
me tells his Lordſhip ſhe cannot put her- 
mT upon an N with him. Here 


my 


= 


A 


my opinion is, that ſhe is miſtaken ; 
however unequal before marriage, by 


birth -or any other contingency (even if 


ſhe was the pooreſt mendicant before her 
union with him), he puts her upon an 
equality with himſelf. However, though 
his Lordihip has done her no more than 
common juſtice, it muſt be allowed that 
he has acted nobly to her; for few 
gentlemen now, whatever they might do in 
the days of yore, will ſhew they have 
ſo much honor left as to marry a woman 
after they have ſeduced her; but he 
certainly muſt have a great affection for 
her, otherwiſe his friend's letter would 
have been' ſufficient to wean him from 
her for ever. Friend, did 1 ſay? Hea- 
vens, what covld T'be-thinking of at the 
time I called the monſter friend! Such 
a Creature is not worthy the name of a 
human being, much leſs a friend. But 


Mr. Rattle's licentious letter evidently 


points out how far the friendſhip of a li- 
bertine extend, or a perſon who blindl 
wiſhes to rank himſelf in the claſs of thoſe 
3 who ſtyle themſelves friends to 
him, which, when his real friends and 
well -wiſhers perceive, they will try, by 

perſuaſive and gentle means, to reclaim 
him; but when every effort fails, they 
NK ; eave 
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leave him to his own indiſcriminate 
folly, and reſolve to take no more notice 
of him. Now let us follow a few of 
thoſe incogitative young men through a 
maze of miſtaken pleaſure and falſedelight. 
They revel the night away in a ſcene of 
diſlipation, debauchery, and tumulr. The 
morning arrives; it diſcovers thoſe ſlaves 
to falſe pleaſure, preparing for their home, 
where perhaps ſome among them have a 
kind and tender wife, anxioufly and im- 
patiently waiting for the return of her in- 
diſcreet huſband, whom - ſhe doats on, 
notwithſtanding his ungenerous and baſe 
treatment to her, in ſpending his fortune 
in a ſcene of riot which would, if pro- 
perly applied, ſupport a growing and nu- 
merous family. Others who in all pro- 
bability have no wife, are very liberal, 
and even profuſe in their expences to- 
wards the ſupport and maintenance of an 
extravagant miſtreſs; in a ſhort time their 
eſtates are all mortgaged; money muſt 
be had to ſupport their former rank in 
life. In this diſtreſs they will make ap- 
plication to the very friends whom a 
ſhort time ſince they deſpiſed, nay were 
deaf to their remonſtrances. They, in 
return refuſe every aſſiſtance — Then, 
what's to be done in this neceſſituous ſi- 
5 I tuation? 
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tuation? When a man finds himſelf deſti- 
tute of money, renounced by his friends, 
ſnunn' d by his former companions, he 
abandons himſelf to low and vulgar com- 
Pau; who will introduce him to ſtill 
ower, if poſſible. At laſt Fate is deter- 
mined to put an end to his already but 
too miſerable exiſtence, therefore he. is 
found with a ſet of robbers, taken before 
a magiſtrate, and though innocent, as a 
principal, of the accuſation laid to his 
charge, is condemned to ſubmit to, and 
ſuffer an ignominious death. Thus a 
young man, who might have been, if 
poſſeſſed of a fmall ſhare of . prudence, 
comparatively happy, with a competent 
eſtate, finds himfelf, in the bloom of 
youth, deprived of life through his own 
folly and extravagance. Oh, gracious 
heaven, I ſhudder at the idea of our 
youth's thoughtlefineſs! Now let me 
point out another kind, who like the 
former, indulge themſelves in every kind 
of ſenſual pleaſures, but have, as they, 
infatuated mortals, may imagine, a juſt 
title for them, becauſe they may enjoy 
-a much larger eſtate, Of this laſt kind 
I ſhall include Sir John Savage, of whoſe 
e you may not yet have been in- 
formed, or if you have, as there is fo 
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many different ſtories concerning the 
Baronet's death, I very much doubt whe- 
ther you have been informed of the truth, 
therefore I ſhall proceed to give a con- 
ciſe account of the whole affair. 1 un- 
derſtand by Mr. Parſons, the clergyman 
whom Sir John ſent for to pray by him, 
that he had by treacherous means ſe- 
duced a young creature into a houſe of 
ill fame, where, after keeping her for 
ſome time, found ſhe was pregnant by 
him. Upon this intelligence Sir John 
inſtantly quitted her for another whom 
he had been in purſuit of ſome time. 
The poor unfortunate young creature, 
upon applying to Sir John for relief in 
her ſhocking fituation, was kicked from 
the doors by his inhuman commands! 
The violence of the blows ſhe had re- 
eeived from his barbarous footman, oc- 
caſioned her to bring forth a ſtill- born 
child, and herſelf ſoon after give up the 
| ghoſt. This moſt melancholy cataſtrophe 
was ended before aſſiſtance could be got 
to remove her from the Baronet's door. 
Sir John happened accidentally to be 
coming out of the houſe at the inſtant 
the breath departed from her body. He 
enquired the cauſe of the tumultuous 
1 his door, and was W 
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this unhappy young creature's fate. He 
jumped into. his carriage inſtantly, and 
ordered. the ſervant to drive into the 
country directly. Upon this ſudden 
command, the coachman begged leave to 
put two more horſes to the carriage; but 
Sir John abſolutely refuſed to grant his 
requeſt, and inſiſted upon his going off 
that inſtant ; neither would he ſuffer the 
carriage to ſtop above twice, till he ar- 
rived within five miles of his ſeat, where 
the horſes, unable to endure any longer 
the fatigue. they had undergone, dropt 
down. Sir John, apprehenſive of re- 
maining in one place two minutes toge- 
ther, puſned open the door of the car- 
riage, from whence he deſcended, and 
commanded the ſervants to attend him, 
and commit the care of the herſes and 
carriage to the peaſants, who had already 


gathered round. The two men obeyed 


with aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe, at the 
ſudden and unaccountable alteration in 
their maſter's diſpoſition. They follow- 
ed him the length of a mile, during 
which time he firſt quickened, and then 
llackened his pace alternately, when turn- 
ing.raund, with. wildneſs and terror im- 
printed on his countenance, he exclaim- 
ed, Oh, God, ſhe ſtill purſues me - Wil. 
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am — Harry — hold me — Oh, ſhe 
pulls me - tighter yet——Ah, ſhe'll tear, 
tear me away — Oh, for the love of hea- 
ven keep her off — There now, ſhe has 
left me— come, be quick, we'll fly —— 
Ah, ſhEreturns with redoubled fury — her 
dying infant too — what will become of 
me—juſtice, does ſhe ſay — hear, Wil- 
lian ——- Ah—Oh, God, ſhe raves — 
'tis falſe, I never deſired your death — 
ſee, look at her hand — what does ſhe 
mean — afk her, Harry — why don't you 
go, you villain —— Go where, Sir? — 
there—can't you ſee——Oh, ſhe is com- 
ing up to you — move —go to her— for 
heaven's fake, don't let her come this 
way —— Oh, now ſhe's gone back — 
run — run — Ah, we'll get the ſtart of 
her — ſtay — ſoftly — there — there ſhe 
goes —now let's ſtop— there ſhe's turn'd 
aſide - be quick, we may paſs unobſerved 
And then reſting an arm on each of 
the men, he was ſupported in that man- 
ner to his country reſidence, where he 
was put to bed, and a phyſician ſent for, 
who ſaid that Sir John required the aſ- 
fiſtance of a clergyman much more 'than 
phyſical preſcriptions. At this decla- 
ration, which the gentleman did not ima- 
Bine was overheard by Sir John, he 
| R | ſtarted 
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ſtarted up, crying out, Is that the caſe? 
Here, William, run to Mr. Parſons the 
clergyman, and deſire him to come here 
inſtantly. Accordingly the ſervant obey- 
ed, as it was judged , and Mr. 
Parſons, upon his — uae found Sir John 
in ſuch an agitation, that four people 
could ſcarce keep him down. However, 
the moment Mr, Parſons made his ap- 
pearance* by the fide of the bed, he ap- 
png quite calm, till he had acquainted 
with the particulars, and then broke 

out again, with — There ſhe comes — 
Why don't you pray, Sir? —— I ſent for 
you, for — Oh, my God, ſhe has hold — 
Ah, how fhall I — diſengage me, I ſay — 
; Oh, they have ſent for — Here, John, 
prepare, I want to avoid her Ah, 
where — Oh, don't pull — hold me. Ah, 
what does ſhe ſay? — in the regions of the 
d d —'tis in vain, Sir —— I have bees 
too wicked a ſinner to obtain forgiveneſs 
— Ah, a ray of conſolation — I have re- 
ceived comfort — She has left me at laſt 
——— Oh, Mr. Parſons, I have been an 
abandoned ſinner, I can't expect, J don't 
deſerve forgiveneſs What will be- 


come of me? Oh, Sir — there — look — 
the comes again — who's that with — no, 
* can't be — yes, tis her father — An, 


is 


© $06. if 
fee— he ſhakes his head — Oh, I know I 
have been a monſter — Yes, a perfidious 
villain! — keep him away — hold me — 
ſomebody, pulls — Ah, I come. At 


the end of theſe fearful and horrid emo- 


tions, occaſioned by the conviction of a 

ilty conſcience, he fell into convulſions, 
rom whence he never recovered to this 
world. What bitter remorſe does a 


*  avretched ſinner ſuffer on a death- bed! 
They, like Sir John, are hopeleſs of re- 


ceiving forgiveneſs, for the great and ma- 
nifold ſins that they have committed; 


therefore are aſhamed of ſoliciting the 
Almighty and truly bountiful Creator for 


it on a death-bed, when they a ſhort | 
time befare were in doubt whether there 
was a Supreme Being! But ſeverely does 


their conſcience accuſe them, wlien upon 
the point of quitting this vain world, ex- 


cluſive of the eternal torments that a- 
wait them hereafter. Vet while theſe 
thoughtleſs young men enjoy health, they 


will follow their darling ſenſual pleafure, 


and. excite others to do the ſame, heedleſs 
of the future conſequences. Tis ſo with 


Mr. Rattle, who, not contented with 


plunging himſelf into utter deſtruction, 
endeavours to render thoſe for whom he 
expreſſes the moſt friendſhip, in the ſame 
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fituation with himſelf. Had Lord Rake 
paid attention to this perfidious liber- 

tine's letter, and followed its dictates, in 
forſaking the unfortunate girl he had ſe- 
duced, what a weight of ſin would have 
been added to his already but too guilty- 
account! However, you will: tell. me, I- 
am always moralizing, and. that it is- 
not a proper ſubject to write to you upon, 
and will be very. pert, I make no doubt, 
now you have another confidant, Tet L 
muſt endure it, while I remain, 


Your's, 


N Lovisa Braviihr: 


F 


Env. os. VoL. I. 


